Somali toxk waste dump phn 'aborted* 


NAIROBr (R) — The United Nation said Wednesday an mtxamatioaal 
onto; had acnttkd a secret scheme by European finra to (bmp 10 nation 
tomes of tone waste in SomaBa. African and Westem governments woe 
ontraged last month (7 media reports that a Somali efawmim to be a 
government minister had signed a 20 ye&r damp ing contact with the 
cn m pai w *. Somalia was already in the bewflines because 4.5 mmk» 
Somalis are starving » a result of famine and end war. Mustafa Tolba, 

execathtetfirector^tlteUJ^.EiiviitmmemPitigiiimi^saidacopyofa 

ooMrad between two Ewopean firms and Nnr Etaiy Osman, who 


&noT.*i 


sett Medved ftretidem AJi MahtE Mohammad, came into fm bands about 
a month ago. One of the companies was Acboirand Partners, a firm based 
in Sw itzerland “The contract was for 20 years, daring which period 
annual Aipmats of about 500,000 tonnes of hazardous waste were to be 
made from Europe to Somafia," Mr. Tofta told a meeting of Kenyan and 
Arab investors in NaffobL ^Eacb shipment was to teveyiebieda pR^ft of 
S8 to $10 miflSon to the exporting companies. 7 ' 
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ICm^sayswiptsyo^s for Tack of pentilf 

.KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, responding to Red Cross concern about 
depor tations to Iraq, said Wednesday that those espefled had to leave the 
emirate because they did not hive residency permits. “In Kuwait there is a 
law and he who does not have a legitimate permit will be... deported or 
caponed," Information Minister Badr Jassim A1 Yaqoub told a news 
conference. He had been asked to respond to Jcan~Phfllippe Lawyer, the 
International Committee for the Red Cross (1CRQ acting head of 
dele g atio n for the Arabian Pentium la, about continuing expulsions of 
bedotms (stateless Arabs) and Palestinians. Mr. Lawyer told Reuters 
Sunday that be could not estimate the number of catpuhjnqs but said m?ny 

■ were deported without trial on stagntion of collaborating with Iraqi troops 
during Iraq’s seven-month occ u pation of the emirate in 1990-91. -Kuwait 
always works in the light, before everybody," Mr. Yaooub said. "Any 
practice that could violate or break the law will go before our judicial 
system." Mr. Lavoycr had said the ICRC was worried about long-term 
residents of Kuwait — often people who were bora here — who were 
forced to leave for Iraq. 
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Parliament session 
delayed by 60 days 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal, 
Decree was issued Wednesday 
postponing the opening of the 
regular session of Parliament un- 
til Dec. 1, 1992. The session was 
scheduled to start Oct. 2. 

Kuwaiti candidates 
in poll total 278 

KUWAIT (R) — Twenty-five 
candidates have dropped out of 
Kuwait’s parliamentary elections, 
leaving a final tally of 27S seeking 
50 seats, the official Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) said Wednes- 
day. KUNA said tight candidates 
withdrew Wednesday, die last 
day they could pnD out from the 
Oct! 5 poll. Earner, Information 
Minister JEtatfr J assim A] Yaqoub 
tokl a news conference the new 
parliament would decide whether 
to grant more people, including 
women, the right to vote. Women 
are banned from votin g and 
standing as candidates in the elec- 
tions and only men aged 21 or 
over who can trace their family 
roots in the emirate before 1920 
may cast ballots. Only 81,400 
Knwaits — one in seven of 
Kuwait's 600,000 nationals — are 
allowed to vote. 

Iran: Fuel rationing 
possible 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s ofl 
minister said Wednesday that dis- 
tribution of petroleum products 
in the country was up from last 
year but the possibility of ration- 
ing has not been ruled out. The 
statement reported by the official 
.Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) indicated that Irari has 
not fully recovered from. strikes 
by oil workers and transportation 
problems that paralysed distribu- 
tion early this year. 03 Minister 
Gholamreza Aqazadeh said dis- 
tribution of gasoline, kerosene 
and gas ofl throughout Iran dur- 
ing foe past six months totalled 
•19.9 trillion litres, an increase of 
700 mflfion litres from the same 
'period last year. 

New joint Arab 
firm gets 2 planes 

CAIRO (R) — A new $100 mfl- 
Bon Egyptian-Kuwaiti firm, Sbor- 
ook Air, took delivery Wednes- 

fiist of a six-aircraft fleeL^hor- 
ouk Air has four Boeing 757s, 
one passenger and three cargo, 
on order and plans to buy two 
more Airbus aircraft next . year, 

. company officials said. “The new 
company is the nucleus for a 
future cartel of Arab airlines able 
to compete with air cartels which 
have started in Europe, the Un- 
ited States and the Far East," 
Egyptaxr’s Chairman Faheem 
Rayan said. The airline will fry' 
cargo and passengers mainly be- 
tween Egypt and Gulf states and 
tourists from Europe to Egypt on 
charters, the officials said. Cairo- 
based Shoronk Air, with a paid- 
up capital of $40 million, is 51 per 
cent owned by Egypt’s national 
flag carrier Egyptair while 
Kuwait Airways controls the rest. 

S. Arabia reports 
talks with Yemen 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabian 
and Yemeni officials have started 
talks in Riyadh, on a dispute over 
a potentially oil-rich border re- 
gion, the official Saudi Press 
Agency said Wednesday. It said? 
teams of experts from foe two 
countries began negotiations 
Monday. SPA quoted an official, 
source as saying that Saudi Ara- 
bia proposed the formation of a 
joint committee to dem ar cate the 
border in accordance with an 
agreement signed in 1934. The 
commmittee would also seek 
agreement on sea and land bor- 
ders not covered in the 1934 
accord. * : 

Col lor. will not resign 
— spokesman 

BRASILIA (R) — Brazilian 
President Fernando CoUor de 
Mello will not resign, his spokes- 
man said Wednesday, after the 
president ^suffered a crashing de- 
feat in a congressional impeach- 
ment vote and faced an impeach- 
ment trial in the senate (seepage 
8). Asked , on local television 
whether Mr. CoUor might step 
down, spokesman Etevaldo Dias 
said: "No. That is a word (res- 
ignation) that has not been 
spoken -by the president.’ 1 Mr. 
Conor will be officially removed 
from office for six months as of 
■early Thursday,- ' 


2 merchants plead guilty, 
deputies enter innocent 
plea in A1 Nafeer case 

Third and fourth defendants say objective was 
struggle against Israel not subversion in Jordan 


By Sana Atfiyeb 

. Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The open trial of the 
M A1 Nafeer" case at foe State 
Security Court entered its second 
day Wednesday with two of the 
accused pleading guilty to charges 
that they belonged to an illegal 
group and possessed weapons 
and ejqriosives. but saying that 
they did not aim to topple foe 
regime nor to “launch subversive 
operations" in Jordan. 

While pleading guilty to be- 
longing to the “Shabab A1 Nafeer 
A1 Istami" group, merchants 
Ahmad Ayonbi and Abdul 
Hamid Idkedek told the court 
that their objective was “armed 
struggle" against the Israeli 
occupation of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Deputies Laith Shbeflat and 
Yacoub Qarrash both pleaded 
not guilty to all charges against 
them, winch ranged from belong- 
ing to A1 Nafeer, plotting to 
overthrow the regime, undermin- 
ing fraqi-Jordaman relations, and 
slandering Iris Majesty-foe King 
and Parliament members. Mr. 
Sfabeilat is charged with seven 


counts. Deputy Qarrash was 
charged with five, and the two 
others with three. 

The guilty plea of the third and 
fourth dependants came after a 
long debate between the defence 
and prosecution on foe jurisdic- 
tion of the State Security Court 
and the legality of mvestiratioos 
conducted by the General Intelli- 
gence Department (GID) and 
other technical legalities. 

"The aim of the group is to 
work inside the occupied territor- 
ies," Mr. Ayonbi and -Mr. 
Idkedek separately told the 
coart, presided over by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Yousef 
Faouri. Mr. Ayonbi described the 
group as an organisation of 
“armed struggle” against Israeli 
occupation. 

The two defendants, owners of 
a shop in Jabal Hussein called 
“The World of Mirrors and 
Frames,” told the court that the 
weapons were riven to them by 
Deputy Qarrash for “safekeep- 
ing,” and that they did not know 
what that purpose of these 
weapons were. As Mr. Idkedek 
said that Sheikh Qarrash was tire 
“leader of the org an isa ti on,” the 


quiet Safe deputy’s face appeared 
to turn pale at the statement. 

The attorney of Mr. Ayonbi 
and Mr. Idkedek, Marwan A1 
Keyed stated that his two cheats 
pleaded guilty of possessing arms 
and explosives, but that “these 
weapons were not intended to be 
used inride the country," and that 
“AJ Nafeer” did not intend to 
topple the regime. 

Judge Faouri, who heads a 
panel of three military judges, 
said that foe “court does not see 
that tire statements made by Mr. 
Ayonbi and Mr. Idkedek consti- 
tute testimonies or confessions" 
since they were not cross- 
examined and therefore did not 
accept the statenfents as such in 
Wednesday's court bearing. 

Lawyers also said that the 
statements made by the last two 
defendants were different from 
those they made daring tire inves- 
tigations, and that all their state- 
ments wfll be discussed in tire 
course of the trial, which was 
adjourned imtil Monday morn- 
ing. 

Mr. Shbdfet's chief lawyer 
rwrffawj on S) 


No separate Syrian-Israeli 
deal in the works — Arafat 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Yasser 
Arafat says Syria has promised 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) — not to under- 
mine the Palestinians by signing a 
separate peace with Israel. 

Tbe FLO chairman also urged 
in an interview published 
Wednesday that the United 
. States and Russia put pressure on 
Israel to be more positive in 
peace talks. 

"The Israelis have tried to give 
the imp re ssi on that Syria will 
“break away with a solution,” the 
weekly government magazine A1 
Mussawar quoted Mr. Arafat as 
'saying. 

“But we are always in touch 
with our Syrian brothers, and I 
told President Hafez A1 Assad' 
what has been said about the 
Golan Heights. He replied,” rest 
assured, Abu Ammar, the Syrian . 
position has not changed.*” 

Syria has always vowed not to 


conclude a peace treaty, with 
Israel until tire Palestinian prob- 
lem is solved. But at recent peace 
talks in Washington, signs 
pointed to possible accord be- 
tween the Jewish state and Syria . 
based on the return by Israel of 
part of the occupied Golan 


The only apparent obstacle ’ 
Israel’s rejection of Syria’s de- 
mand that it get back all of the 
Golan. 

Israel Tdevirion, citing what it 
called secret documents, said 
Tuesday Syria was not prepared 
to make peace with Israel. 

A senior PLO official Wednes- 
day seemed to strike a different 
note to Mr. Arafat’s Saturday 
interview with the' French news- 
paper Le Monde, saying an early 
Syrian-Israeli peace accord could 
boost chances of solving the 
Palestinian question. 

“We have no fears of Syria and . 


Israel making progress on the 
road to a solution. It is absurd to 
be afraid of tbe achievements of 
our Syrian colleagues,” Nabfl 
Shaath, one of the FLO figures 
directing Palestini an negotiators 
in talks with Israel; told reporters 
at Cairo airport 

In Wednesday's interview Mr. 
Arafat, who left Cairo Tuesday 
after a three day-visit, accused 
Israel of seeking to sow discord 
among the Arabs. 

Dr. Shaath said: “We see that 
any achievement on tbe Syrian 
front and a declaration of Israel’s 
wflUngness to withdraw from the 
Golan as a gain for the Palesti- 
nians.” 

He said Israel’s acceptance that 
U.N. Resolution 2 42, which calls 
for Israeli withdrawal from tbe 
occupied Arab territories in re- 
turn for peace, applied to the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iran accuses UAE of ‘abusing 
goodwill, 9 hopes for new talks 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
Wednesday accused the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) of abus- 
ing its “goodwill” in a dispute 
over three strategic islands in the 
Gulf but said it was still open to a 
peaceful solution. 

Negotiations broke off Monday 
night after Iran refuted to expand 
dfecnssiofis on Abu Musa Island 
to indude the nearby Greater and 
Lesser Tuato. 

Iran has claimed sole 
sovereignty of Abu Musa after 
sharing it with the UAE emirate 
of Sharjah since 1971, when it 
occupied tbe island and also took 
the Tonbs by force from R as A1 
Khaima, another emirate which 
joined foe UAE that year. 

The three islands are strategi- 
cally located in the Strait of Hor- 
muz, gateway to the region that 
provides about 20 per cent of the 
world’s petroleum. 

The controversy began earlier 
this year with reports that Iran 
was expelHne Arab residents of 
the UAE aide of Abu Musa. 

Tbe three days of talks were 
anxiously watched in tbe Arab 
World because of fears of Iranian 
expansionism, Tehran has 
claimed the dispute was en- 
gineered by tbe United States to 
create snefa fears among its Arab 
neighbours. 

An Iranian Foreign Ministry 


statement said Iran had gone into 
the talks because of tbe import- 
ance it attaches “to preservation 
and expansion of friendly ties 
with neighbouring countries and 
to the stability of the region.” 

The statement, reported by the 
official biaurib Republic News 
Agency, (IRNA), said Tehran 
wanted “to remove the misunder- 
standing created between the 
Sharjah rater and the Iranian 
authorities on Abu Musa Island 
since the emergence of the issue 
related to ncm-Sharjah residents 
of Abu Musa.” 

“But unfortunately ... the 
UAE side, by raising unprinci- 
pled issues irrelevant to the ques- 
tions on Abu Musa and through 
abusing the goodwill and toler- 
ance of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, stopped the process of tire 
negotiations ” the statement said. 

It said Iran believes the UAE 
move “is against the interest of 
bilateral relations” and that “any 
territoria l daim in the region can 
lead to a series of fresh drums and 
’differences winch would have de- 
trimental consequences for foe 
security of the region and would 
solely meet the desires of the 
foreigners.” 

The Foreign Ministry said it 
was still prepared to continue tire 
negotiations and “to settle the 
issue on the basis of respect for 


sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
good-neighbourly < relations and 
preservation of tranquifity and 
security in the region.” 

The UAE had indicated its 
next step would be to take the 
issue to foe United Nations. 

Iranian newspapers also criti- 
cised the UAE for its stance in 
tbe talks, saying that it was in- 
spired by Washington in a plot to 
divide Gulf countries and con- 
tinue U-S. dominance in the re- 
gion. V, 

The En gtish~langnftgi> Tehran: 
Times said over the past 13 yean, 
the UAE “had never presented 
any objection over the issue of 
Abu Musa and, moreover, the 
subject of the Lesser ami Greater 
Tunbs had not been at ail raised 
in meetings between President 
Hashemi Rafcanjani and higb- 
rankig UAE officials in tbe recent 
non-aligned summit session in 
Jakarta. 

Tehran Radio said the Gulf 
region could be turned into an 
“inferno of tfifferenoes” if^ various 
unresolved territorial claims, in- 
cluding some between Arab 
states, were pursued. 

“The small countries will be 
foe fust victims of this dangerous 
” it said in a commentary. 


(Continued on page 5) 



Sudanese leader Omar Haasan A1 Bashir, accompa- 
nied by Hh Mqjesty King Hnssefe, inspects a guard 


of honour upon his arrival ta Amman Wednesday 
(Photo by Yousef Al ’Aflaa) 


Sudanese leader visits Jordan 
to convey good wishes to King 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Sudanese bead of 
state Omar Hassan Al Bashir 
paid a brief visit to Jordan Tues- 
day to personally congratulate 
His Majesty King Hussein over 
tiie successful surgery he under- 
went last month and to wish him 
continued good health. 

“We came here carrying the 
happy sentiments of tiie Sudanese 
people over His Majesty's safe 
return home” after the surgery in 
the United States, Lieutenant- 
General Bashir told reporters at 
Marka airport. 

“We in Sudan were closely 
following up on the King’s health 
situation' and we are most happy 
foal His Majesty has made a full 
recovery," said Gen. Bashir after 
welcome ceremonies at the air- 
port attended by tiie King, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Prime Minster Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and other senior 
officials. 

“We prayed to God for- PCs 
Majesty’s good health and to 
protect him. The Arab World 
needs him and his leadership and 
statesmanship at this critical junc* 
fore that foe Arabs are passing 
through,” said the Sudanese lead- 


er, with the King sitting at his 
side. 

Gen. Bashir, wearing the tradi- 
tional Sudanese flowing robes 
and headdress, said in answer to a 
question that his government was 
determined to pursue a “political 
solution" to tbe civil strife in the 
south of the country despite re- 
cent militaiy gains. 

He described the southern re- 
bels grouped under the Sudanese 
people's Liberation Army 
(SFLA) as “intransigent." He 
said foe Sudanese army bad made 
“a lot of victories” and that the 
government was in a “better and 
stronger position to end the con- 
flict through the militaiy option." 

But “we do have a peace prog- 
ramme under -way. ” 

“We realise that it was a poli- 
tical issue from tiie very begin- 
ning atid we are determined to 
resolve it through political 
means,” added the general, 
chairman of the Revolutionary 
Command Council, which took 
power after toppling the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mahdi in 1989. 

The Khartoum gover nm ent is 
following a two-pronged 
approach to the conflict, experts 
on Sudan noted. On the one hand 
it is pursuing a strong military 


campaign to dislodge the rebels 
from key towns and areas in tbe 
- south and on the other it has 
engaged the SPLA in peace talks 
which began in foe Nigerian 
capital of Abuja four months ago. 

Gen. Bashir said there was 
“nothing new" in foe standoff 
between Sudan and Egypt over 
their conflicting territorial claims 
to the border area of Halaib. 
Reports from Cairo and Khar- 
toum indicate very little move- 
ment in efforts to end the crisis 
through a joint committee, which 
held a meeting in April tins year. 

Following the welcome cere- 
mony at the airoort, the King 
foove Gen. Bashir to the Hashe- 
miyeh Palace, where they held 
talks on bilateral relations. 

“It is not a political visit,” said 
a palace official. “Gen. Bashir 
wished to personally convey his 
best wishes and greetings to the 
King and hence tbe visit. There is 
no political issue involved at all." 

Gen. Bashir, who was accom- 
panied by Brigadier Abdul 
Rahim Hussein, secretary general 
of the leadership council in Khar- 
toum, and Awad Ahmad Aljaz, 
minister of state for cabinet 
affairs, flew here from Port 
Sudan and returned to Khar- 
toum. 


Palestinian 
shot dead 
in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — An army officer shot and 
killed a Palestinian youth who 
allegedly tried to attack him with 
a hatchet and knife Wednesday at 
a bus stop in Arab East Jeru- 
salem, police said. 

A witness to the attack said the 
soldier and Palestinian were ex- 
changing punches when tbe youth 
tried to pull out an axe from his 
belt as he shouted “Aliahu 
Akbar". 

Before be could swing the 
weapon, the officer shot him in 
the chest with an M-16 assault 
rifle, said the witness. He said the 
soldier then fired a burst of fire 
into the youth’s prone body. The 
witness said he did not see tbe 
knife. 

The incident occurred on the 
road leading from the Jewish 
neighbourhood of Neve Yaakov 
to foe West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah, police said. 

Last week a Palestinian from 
foe occupied West Bank dressed 
as a soldier shot and killed a 
border policeman on foe same 
road. 

Wednesday's attack came soon 
after Israel lifted restrictions that 
rocked most West Bank Palesti- 
nians from entering occupied 
Jerusalem as a precautionary me- 
asure during the two-day Jewish 
new year holiday. The ban was 
imposed Sunday. 

Some 2,000 Palestinian prisqt,- 
ere held for anti-Israeli resistance 
have joined a hunger strike to 
protest conditions in Israeli jails, 
Palestinian human rights activists 
said Wednesday. 

Human rights groups said the 
strike, which began Sunday, in- 
volved about one-third of the 
Palestinian “security prisoners” 
in jails nut by tbe Israeli prison 
authority. 

Tbe Hebrew daily Haaretz said 
the prisoners presented a list of 
28 demands, and a prisoners' 
statement released through the 
human rights groups complained 
of torture, overcrowding and a 
lack of food, clothing and medical 
care. 


Gunmen’s threats force aid 
agencies to quit Somali port 


MOGADISHU (R) — Relief 
agencies said Wednesday they 
were evacuating staff from the 
southern Somali port of Kismayu 
after constant threats by gunmen 
trying to loot food meant for the 
starving. 

“The-very people who are sup- 
posed to be protecting relief staff 
are bolding guns on them,” said a 
top UJ4. official. 

Tbe official said planes were 
being flown into Kismayu, 450 
kilometres south of Mogadishu, 
to pull out all U.N. foreign staff 
and personnel from other inde- 
pendent relief organisations. 

Aid workers had been block- 
aded in a U.N. compound as 
.virtual hostages since Monday by, 
their own Somali guards because 
of several disputes involving 
money, U.N. sources said. The 
details of the dispute were not 
immediately known. 


“It’s Institutionalised extor- 
tion,” said an official of the Brit- 
ish charity Oxfam, which is sus- 
pending a vital project to grow, 
and distribute seeds to farmers 
made destitute by dvU war in foe 
southern region. 

'About 15,000 malnourished 
children are being fed at Kismayu 
by aid agencies such as the Inter- 
national Red Cross and world 
concern and aid workers say' 
efforts have to be stepped up 
quickly to stop children dying. 

Some of tbe worst starvation in . 
the country, where some two 
milli on people are in immediate 
danger of dying, is takmgplace in 
the south inland from Kismayu, 
aid workers say. 

A U.N. ship loaded with 3,000 
tonnes of cereals has not been 
able to dock in Kismayu since last 
week due to quarrels between 
rival dans over who should get 
the contract to unload the food. 


Fateh urges world intervention 
to help Palestinian detainees 


AMMAN (Petra) — Fateh, foe 
mainstream faction within the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), Wednesday appealed 
to the woiid community to help 
end the ordeal of Palestinian de- 
tain es in Israeli jails. 

Intisar Al Wazir, member of 
foe Fateh Central Committee and 
widow of the late Khalil Al Wazir 
who served as deputy military 
commander of foe PLO, voiced 
Fateh's deep concern over foe 
condition of Palestinian de- 
tainees, especially those who 
have been on a hunger strike for 
four days in protest against foe 
treatment they receive in Israeli 
jails. 

Mrs. Wazir told a press confer- 
ence in Amman that 88 Palesti- 
nians had died under torture in 
Israeli jails. She said the occupa- 
tion authorities had detained 
88,000 Palestinians of whom 
.17,000 remain jailed. 

A Palestinian human rights 
group said that the prisoners were 
.protesting harsh conditions and 


torture in Israeli jails. 

A' group of women, family 
members of foe prisoners, began 
a sit-in strike Monday at foe Red 
Crescent offices in Nablus to 
show solidarity with foe de- 
tainees. 

Mrs. Wazir said that Palesti- 
nian leaders were being tortured 
in Israeli jails and their lives were 
in danger. She appealed to inter- 
national and human rights orga- 
nisations to intervene and save 
tiie lives of foe detainees. 

Mrs. Wazir said foe occupation 
authorities were disregarding 
humanitarian efforts aimed at 
saving the lives of the Palestinian 
detainees. 

Tbe detainees appeal to tbe 
world community to ensure the 
implementation of foe Fourth 
Geneva Convention on the treat- 
ment of civilians in occupied ter- 
ritories and call on world orga- 
nisations to ensure foe release of 
sick detainees and those who 
have spent 23 years in jail. Mrs. 

(Continued oa page 5) 


West wants Iraqi assets 
seized if no deal on oil 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Western powers are expected 
to push for adoption of a Security 
Council resolution next week on 
seizing some of Iraq’s frozen 
assets overseas, despite apparent 
willingness from Baghdad to 
negotiate issues that provoked 
the action, according to diplo- 
mats. 

However, the envoys said some -, 
nations on the council might be 
reluctant to approve the resolu- 
tion if Iraq actually resumes talks 
with foe United Nations on oil 
sates. 

But the United States, Britain 
and France are expected to argue 

that the seizure of assets would be 

called off once an ofl deal had 
actually materialised. 

Therefore, they say foe assets 
resolution should be adopted 
quickly to pat pressure on Bagh- 


dad to seD oil. ~ 

The U.S.-initiated draft resolu- 
tion on assets would produce 
, anywhere from $300 to Si bOfiozi 
’to compensate victims of Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait and pay for, 
relief aid Iraqis receive from the* 
United Nations to offset the 
effects of economic sanctions. 

Tbe United States is expresang 
doubt that Iraq was ready to 
comply with U.N. demands that 
would forestall the resolution. 

But it said if Iraq was serious 
about cooperating, it could begin 

Iro^enTnlLded to bring aid to 
Kurds and other Iraqis before tbe 
onset of winter. 

“We’ve seen statements from 
the Iraqis that either they’re will- 
ing to permit the international 
relief effort to go forward or to 

(Continued on page 5) 


Under The Patronage Of H.R,H. 

PRINCESS AUA BINT AL HUSSEIN 

An important auction will be held in coopera- 
tion with the 

Society for Development and Rehabi- 
litation of Country Women 

A unique collection of Persian carpets, 
Oriental and European works of art 

at the Philadelphia Hotel 
Inauguration: 

Tuesday, Oct. 6 at 11 a.m. 

Auction: 

Wednesday Oct 7 at 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Guest of honour: 

The Egyptian expert Saad Al Masri. 

Interested persons who wish to exhibit, 
please call tel. 612610/638G31 
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Judge says CIA paper 
show that BNC-Rome 
knew of Iraq scam 


Sudan 

criticises 

U.S. 

comment 


ATLANTA (AP) — A federal 
judge said Tuesday he was sup* 
plied with classified documents 
that reveal top officials of an 
Italian bank knew the bank's 
Atlanta branch secretly made 
$5~5 billion in illegal loans to' 
Iraq. 

Christopher Drpgool, die fired 
Atlanta branch manager for Ita- 
ly’s government-owned Banca 
NazionSe del Lavoro (BNL), has 
pleaded guilty to making die 
loans. He testified Tuesday that 
. his first dealings with Iraq were 
approved by his superiors. 

Judge Marvin Shoob said clas- 
sified Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy (CIA) documents supplied to 
him support Mr. DrogouFs state- 
ments. 

Mr. Drogoul, whose sentenc- 
ing hearing entered its third week 
Tuesday, was indicted last year 
on 347 counts of bank fraud and 
pleaded guilty in June to 60 
counts. 

Mr. Shoob said the CIA re- 
ports were supplied at his request 
by federal prosecutors. 

Mr. Shoob said three of the 
reports indicate the Rome bank 
knew of the loans. 

Prosecutors argued the reports 
were provided in confidence and 
should not be considered as evi- 
dence. They also resisted Mr. 
Shoob’s request that they secure 
go ver n m ent approval for him to 
release die reports to Mr. Dro- 
gonl’s attortieys. 

Mr. DrogouFs attorneys have 
pleaded for a light sentence, 
arguing that BNL headquarters 
and the U.S. government con- 
doned the Iraq loans. Mr. Dro- 
goul could be sentenced to a 
maximum of life in prison, with 
$17.5 million m fines and $1.8 
billion in restitution. 

. Mr. Drogoul testified Tuesday 
die initial deals with Iraq were 
through a U.S. Department of 
Agriculture loan guarantee prog- 
ramme to promote grain exports. 

“We were doing business in 
whatever countries we could do 
business with,” he said. 

. Prosecutors contend Mr. Dro- 
goul eventually paralysed the 
grain deals into a bidden loan 
network that helped fund Iraq’s 
military and provided kickbacks 
foe Mr: Drogoul. ■ 

• Mr. Drogoul said die-' BNL 
Atlanta office got mtotfHPfcSqjort 


business m the mid-1980s as the 
bank's conventional business be- 
gan to wane. Though inexperi- 
enced at first, Mr. Drogoul said, 
.said Atlanta branch quickly de- 
veloped a tuefae in die area, work- 
ing with such large grain* traders 
as Contine n tal Grain and Cargill 
Inc 

Working through the Agricul- 
ture Department's Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC), 
which guarantees loans for coun- 
tries to buy U.S. grain export s , 
BNL-Adanta cut its first $45 nul- 
Kon deal with Iraq’s Rafidam 
Bank in 1985, Mr. Drogoul sakL 

Mr. Drogoul said he discussed 
the deal with Angelo Florio, head 
of BNL’s international division in 
Rome. 

“I mentioned the countries we 
were doing business with. He was 
agreeable,” Mr. Drogoul said. “I 
mentioned the countries and I 
mentioned the amounts and he 
said, ‘yes, yes, yes’." 

Mr. Ftorio’sonly objection was 
Mexico, where die bank then was 
having problems, Mr. Drogoul 
said. 

Mr. Drogoul said Iraq was a 
major participant in the CCC 
programme, % 1989 getting ab- 
out one-fourth of the agency’s 
allocations. Iraq was already get- 
ting hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars a year through the program- 
me at the time BNL-Ananta got 
involved, he said. 

Earlier Tuesday, a former 
senior BNL official sad account- 
ing irregnlarities were found in a 
1988 audit of the Atlanta branch. 
But Luigi Sardelli said the prob- 
lems gave no indication of the 
huge scandal that was to surface 
die following year. 

Mr. Sardelli, then die New 
York-based North American re- 
gional manager for BNL, said die 
audits showed Mr. Drogoul was 
exceeding his au tho ris ed lending 
limits. But Mir. Sardelli said be 
bad no idea Drogoul was mating 
secret loons to Iraq. 

Mr. Sardelli said he tried to 
inform officials at BNL head- 
quarters in Rome of problems in 
the Atlanta office but was rebuf- 
fed, once being told that his own 
activities -would be investigated. 
He -quit- the bank m 1989 - rather 
than .accept a transfer baek'to 
Rome.' 



HUNDRED A FIFTY YEARS 
OF DEVELOPMENT 
AND CREATIVITY 




The Commercial & Industrial Company con- 
gratulates its prindplas JJ. Case Company, a 
leading worldwide manufacturer of agricultural 
and construction equipment, on its 150th an- 
niversary. 

We, The Commercial and Industrial Company, 
among thousands of dealers and distributors in. 
more than 150 countries, are proud of being 
dealers for J.l. Case Co., in Jordan for over' 
thirty years, 

Our main theme is still on focusing on doing 
what we do best, in offering and. servicing the 
finest equipment that J.l. Case is producing to 
farmers and contractors, including agricultural 
tractors and implements, loaders, backhoe 
loaders, excavators and construction equip-: 
merits 


KHARTOUM (AP) — The gov- 
ernment Tuesday expressed re- 
gret over a recent U-S. statement 
protes ting the execution of two 
employees of the U.S. foreign aid 
office in south Sudan. 

A Foreign Ministry stat em e nt 
meanwhile accused the U.S. of 
frying to “imply that they were 
immune, forgetting that ail 
Sudanese citizens are equal be- 
fore the Sudanese law irrespec- 
tive of their employer.” 

'It was aOwfihg to a statement 
by U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for African Affairs Herman 
Cohen (faring a h earing Wednes- 
day in Washington. 

“Fm very pessimistic about 
Sudan. I flunk a very nasty gov- 
ernment there has deckfed to 
eHmfnate all oppos i tion through 
extreme rep re ssi on and in the 
south they’re following a policy erf 
forced Islam nation and > to a cer- 
tain extent ethnic cleansing gxnri- 
lar to what we’re seeing in ¥ugOB- 
iavia...,” Mr. Cohen said. 

“Fm really worried, deeply 
.worried for the people in the 
south of Sudan under the current 
government 

“We just suffered the tragic 
deaths erf two U.S. gover nm ent 
employees, Sudanese citizens 
who worked for aid. They were 
involved with disaster relief. 
They were involved with bringing 
aid to suf ferin g people and they 
were exec ut ed for alleged crimes 
of treason...” Mr. Cohen added. 

He said his department is con- 
tinuing to wwniMimrflte wjffi the 

U.S. embassy in Khartoum by 
radio. “And I flunk these nasty 
people there consider that to be 
treason of some sort So Fm 
really very, very, upset about 
what's going on there right now.” 
The ministry said Mr. Cohen’s 
statement is a “move to incite 
hatred against Sudan.” 

Last Wednesday, the U.S. 
State De p a r tment confirmed the 
death of Andrew Tombe, 34, an 
employee of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) office in Juba. He re- 
portedly was found guflty of 
treason by a military tribunal and 
executed. 

The U.S. is “well aware that 
the Sudanese national . Qbinbfe) 
exploited his presence ra the 
USAID office jn Juba and, us^j 
the .facilities of. that office” 
coordinate with the -rebels and 
supply them with information 
which they used in «warting the 
besieged city, the Foreign Minis- 
try said. 

The ministry did not refer to 
the other Sudanese who Mr. Cohen 
said was executed. 

“Cohen who made himself a. 
c h a m pion of human rights in 
A fri c an , aerating others of viola- 
tion of those rights, should have 
condemned the behaviour of this 
Sudanese citizen who has bet- 
rayed bis country,” the ministiy 
said. 

It said Mr. Tombe was given a 
fair trial and that Mr. Cohen’s 
statement was a reflection of his 
kitown and open hostility towards 
Sudan’s Islamic leanings. 


S. LEBANON BATTLE: Israeli soldiers rq pp «agh«h»hnifa*nftmnr awfain^ «fl»rt«wwfcafa^ 
fa a dash with than fa South Lebanon Tuesday. 


Afghans face tough winter 
without wheat, U.N. says 


MAZAR-c-SHAREF, Afghanis- 
tan, (R) — Afghanistan could 
face famine this winter as it tries 
to feed a million returning re- 
fugees and thousands displaced 
by recent fighting with scant in- 
ternational aid and empty grain 
silos, U.N. officials say. 

“We could be facing an 
emergency food situation unless 
help is given soon,” Philippe Lab- 
reveux, acting head of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in northern 
Afghanistan, said m an interview 
Monday. 

“The international community 
has done little to help Afghanis- 
tan for the last decade. It’s time 
for them to act now before it’s too 
late.” 

As many as 300,000 refugees 
have returned from camps in 
Pakistan to their homes in the 
north,. many_wjtfaout ^em 
pfies or livestock, be~said. 

The UNHCR estimates a-total 
of 1.1 million' Afghans bavegone 
back-front Pakistan this -year. A 
further 300,000 have returned 
from Iran. 

An exodus of about one third 
of Kabul’s 1.5 nriflion people 
amid heavy fighting in the capital 
last month has exacerbated the 
difficulties of feeding Afghanis- 
tan during its harsh winter, when 
most of the country dis ap pe ar s 
under a blanket of mow. 

“For the first year, none of the 
five sOos in Afghanistan has any 
wheat at all,” Mr. Labvevenx 
said.” In the past we received 
wheat from these sOos but today 
there’s nothing.” 

To add to foe difficulties, the 
north has produced a poor har- 
vest this year because fanners 
were hindered by fighting as the 
previous co mmuni st government 


collapsed, be said. 

They were also troubled by 
pests, a lack of seed, the disin- 
tegration of agricultural services 
and the barking system and 
floods in the north. 

The price of wheat has nearly 
doubled since July and is likely to 
-rise f ur the r . 

• “WbaF the point of waiting for 
' a situation like Somalia?” said 
Mr. Labreveux. “Obviously it’s 
not going to be that bad, but we 
oould have an emergency situa- 
tion by the end of foe winter.” 

In June, U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali appealed 
for $180 million in international 
arid for Afghanistan. Donations of 
just over $40 million have been 
received so far. 

The World Food Programme 
and local councils are distributing 
supplies to some of the estimated 
. 83,000 Kah n! residents who have 
: reached ’Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Y '’Many are staying 'in private 
■ homes and cannot be found for- 
’ food donations. Others ^have^ 
taken shelter in schools where tbe 
United Nations have been distri- 
buting bread. 

Those who do not receive food 
are given about afghanis 200 (ab- 
out 20 U.S. cents) a day. If the 
schools reopen they wQl have to 
spend the winter outside and will 
need tents, blankets and fuel. 

Most of those displace d from 
Kabul are expected to stay until 
early next year when tbe snows 
mett in tbe spring. 

“We will only go back if we are 
sure there is peace,” said elderly 
Abdul Wash-, sharing a tiny room 
in a school with his wife mid son 
and another family of eight. 

T lost my three nephews when 
a rocket fait my house,” be said. 
“Everything was burnt” 
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GRAPHITE TENNIS RACKETS JD 25 
DUNLOP SHOES JD 9.500 

SPORTSWEAR 30% discount 


Available at: 


WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP 

Amman-Wadi Saqra St. - Tel. 633379 


Iraq, hit 
by sanctions, 
reuses 
syringes 

BAGHDAD (R) — Beware of 
getting an injection in Iraq: Hie 
syringe may already have been 
used by another patient. 

- Health officials say U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait coupled with destruction 
of Iraq’s main syringe plant, have 
forced them to reuse syringes and 
steel needles even though this 
may expose patients to disease 
and infections. 

“In view of the chronic shor- 
tages in disposable syringes, we 
have turned to the traditional 
method of di sin fec tin g by boiling 
water,” Iraq's Health Ministry 
Undersecretary Shawqi-Murqns 
told Renters. - :i “ 

- “We realise Brat flusme&od is 
unsafe, 'leading to a high' ind- 
dence of infections diseases, bat 
what else can we do?” he asked. 

He said he had twice issued 
advisories against reusing syring- 
es but added: “When there is no 
supervision, when die need is 
there, e v e r ything is possible.” 

He said Iraq bad a modem 
syringe manafectnring plant, at 
HQla 100 kflotnetres sooth of 
Baghdad, but it was destroyed by : 
allied bombing during the Gulf 1 
war. 

“Iraq needs 30-40 million 
syringes a year. What we have 
received in the past two years in a 
drop in the ocean,” Dr. Murqus 
said. 

U.N. specialised agencies in 
Iraq confirmed the shortage of. 

" tinges and other critical medic- 
supplies, such as tubes needed 
for glucose drips. 

Dr. Izziddin Zirwa, medical 
coordinator for t he U .N. Chil- 
dren’s Fond (UNICEF), said his 
agency alone bad supplied Iraq 
with more titan 10 nuDkm syring- 
es in two years. and had ordered 
eight million more. 

He said the nse of syringes to 
treat more than one patient 
“would lead to very, very serious 
health problems, carrying 
danger onus diseases and mic- 
robes, like AIDS (acquired im- 
mune deficiency syndrome), from 
one person to another.” 

. Dr. Mzrqus said Iraq was the 
victim of a “health war” and that 
178,000 people bad died as a 
result of food and medical shor- 
tages. Of those, 116,000 were 
under the age of five, he said. 


MIDDLE EAST MEWS IN BRIEF ■ 

UAE introduces death penalty for drug traffickers 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Confronted with 

te UAedArab Emirates (UAE) U to 

w Am* traffickers, the official news agency Warn reported 


me UIUXCU /uau Ciuuatw —f- Want tiffmrtjjl 

for drug traffickers, the official 

22^ s .£££££ 


lufran'&mcd AiB^W.Arata ta 
assiduously beheaded drug dealers and tbe 

mid-1980s: The UAE, especially the 

transit point for drugs moving from Asia and Aft** ttv Europe and 
the Urn ted States. Recently, authorities in Dubai seizea U7 
rfr c t. : ci i o million at current market 


»^DS‘^£ D^1^S„Tanu m . while dWoang 
the seizure, recommended the death penalty as an effective 
deterrent 

Uzbek president to visit Iran next month 

NICOSIA (R) — Ubzddstan’s President Islam Karimov will make 
an official visit to Iran m mid-October, Iranian Foreign 
Ali Akbar Velayati said Tuesday. Mr. Velayati, seeing off Uzbek 
Foreign Minister Ubaidullah Abdulrazakov, was quoted by Iran 5 
IRNA news agency as saying Uzbek delegations would travel to 
Tehran to prepare cooperation agreements to be signed during Mr. 
Karimov’s visit President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjam, meeting 
Mr. Abdulrazakov on Tuesday, said Iran welcomed expansion of 
relations with Uzbekistan and other Central Asian republics, 
Tehran Radio said. 

Turkey restricts exodus of Bulgarian Turks 

SOFIA (R) — Turkey has imposed travel restrictions on viators 
from Bulgaria in an attempt to stop a mass influx of Bulgarian 
ethnic Turks, Bulgarian Foreign Ministry Officials said Tuesday. 
They said Sofia had received no advanced warning of the move and 
would be seeking further clarification. “The ministry finds the 
procedure unacceptable since it concerns bilateral relations Rich as 
movements of citizens between both countries,” a foreign nrimstty 
spokesman said. He said the Bulgarian consul-general m the 
Turkish border town of Edirne was notified of the new restrictions 
Monday by the local Turkish border security chief. From now on 
Bulgarians must have $70 for each day they plan to visit Turkey, or 
$30 if they are in a tourist group. Those visiting relatives must 
present a written pledge from their hosts guaranteeing that they 
will r e tur n to Bulgaria. 

Overcrowded Sudanese prisons release detainees 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Chief Justice Jalal Ali Lutfi has ordered 
the release of over 160 prisoners, mostly females, from over- 
crowded Omdurman prisons, the state-run Sudan Television 
reported. The prison, which is designed to bold 450 inmates, 
presently hosts 2896, according to Lutfi, who was paying a visit to 
the prison. Mr. Lutfi was shown speaking to a gathering at the' 
female inmates section, with the imprisoned women shouting 
‘AUahu Akbar... la ilaha iQa all ah”. Mr. Lutfi ordered tbe release 
of 157 women, who either served more than half their terms, 
accompanying babies, imprisoned for the first time or underage 
girls. Six handicapped men were also ordered released. Lutfi 
decreed the release of another 15 men and six women after paying 
tiy the state of diyyas (Mood money) of a million Sudanese pounds 
fur the men and barf a million pound for the women (a diyya is 
imposed in case of murder or cansfag loss of a limb). Tbe releases 
were made as part of a move to cut down the number of inmates in 
the prison, according to Justice Minister Abdullah Idris, who 
acbbttqusied the chief justice- Off fHe visit to foe prison. 

Iran to replace older oil tankers 

NICOSIA (AP) — The head of the national Iranian tanker 
company said Tuesday the company will be replacing its older oil 
tankers with new ones over tbe next five years, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. The official, Moham- 
mad Sun, did not say how many tankers would be replaced nor give 
a source or cost estimate. He told IRNA that Iran’s tanker fleet 
was one of tbe largest in the world, with 29 ofl tankers and a 
capacity of 5.6 million tonnes, or almost 40 nriHion barrels. It also 
operates 32 vessels for servicing the tankers, Mr. Sun said. 

Egyptian ambassador wounded on street 

MAPUTO, Mozambique (AP) — A Mozambican newspaper 
reported Tuesday that Egypt’s ambassador to Mozambique was 
shot on a major street in this capital dty. The Notidas newspaper, 
citing a police source, said Ambassador Mohammad Abdul 
sustained a shoulder wound and his briefca se containing documents 
and money was stolen in tbe Sunday night attack. Mr. Abdul 
reportedly was treated at Maputo central hospital and released. 
According to the police source, a lone gunman approached Mr. 
Abdul and another embassy official on Julios Nyere avenue, oik of 
Maputo’s main streets, and demanded Mr. Abdul band over tbe 
briefcase. When Mr. Abdul refused, tbe gunman shot him and 
grabbed tbe briefcase, then ran to a waiting car that drove away, 
the. police source told Notidas. 

Turkey to host Central Asian summit 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey, cementing its ties with ex-Soviet 
Muslim republics, is inviting their leaders to attend a s ummit 
meeting in Istanbul in late October. Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel told Reuters Tuesday that the presidents of Azerbaijan, 
Ka z akhs ta n , Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan would be 
asked to come. He said the president of the troubled Republic of 
Tajikistan would also be invited “if it settles down there.” Mr. 
Demirel said he planned to visit Pakistan and Iran, which are also 
trying to expand their links with the young Muslim republics on 
their borders, from Oct. 23 to 24. A mmm i t meeting of the 
Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO), which groups Iran, 
Pakistan, Turkey and five ex-Soviet states, would follow at an 
unspecified date, he added. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


ngcongratulates Nigeria, Cyprus, China 

AMMAN (Petr?) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
Wak*» -cable to Nuserian President Ibrahim Babasgida, congratulating 



-uuqj J Tubeishat meets Canadian envoy 

f ' AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 

caiop-i ' 'the Environment Abdnl Razzaq Tnbeishat met Wednesday with 
; C a n aa n Ambassador to Jordan Andrew Robinson and discus- 
• ; Sed with bam means of eohanciog Jordaman-Canadian relations, 

3r ^S * ! ‘P art fchlarfy hi environmental fields. 

amimi, receives head of Malaysian Islamic group 


as 




• 'AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and Islami c Affairs Minister fawWii 
joy. ! A1 Kh a t i b A1 T aimmi Wedn e sday received President of die 
fe : Islamic Da’wa Organisation in Malaysia Ainuddm Ben Abdnl 
j,; ; Wabeed. Mr. Khatib and Dr. Abdnl Waheed reviewed the 

; conditions of Muslims in Malaysia and the Muslim world as weQ 
**eigiy ! as ways of promoting Jordaman-Malaysian relations, particularly 
; 'in cultural, social and religious fields. 

\\ .Lebanese official to atart visit to the country 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Lebanon’s Minister of National Economy. 
.Samir Maqdisi is due here Thursday for a several-day visit to 
•Jordan. His talks with Jordanian gove rnm ent officials on the 
exchange of trade are expected to be concluded with the signing 
of a new trade agreement between Jordan and Lebanon to replace 
an agreement signed by the two sidfcs in 1965. A joint Jordaman- 
Jjebanese committee preparing for the talks said Wednesday Jr 
has already prepared the draft of the trade agreement. 

[Delegation ends visit to Central Asian republics 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the TshmA» 
Academy for Sciences and the permanent Committee for Scien- 
tific and Technological Cooperation among Tdarmfr States re- 
•tunred to Amm an Wednesday after a working visit to four Central 
Asian republics. The delegation visited Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, 
'Uzbekistan and Kirgizia. So u rces at the Islamic Academy for 
jideoces said the visits were part of the academy’s effort to gather 
-and document information on these republics which gained their 
independence recently. The academy hopes to build ties with 
similar organisations in these countries. The sources said the 
delegation had held talks with officials at these republics to 
prepare foe ground for signing scientific cooperation agreements. 

'Salt receives gift from Japanese agency 

^ - J 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Japanese Agency for International 
.Cooperation has presented a tower dock for AI Salt Municipality.' 
Jbe . 1,700-kflogramme clod: will soon be installed by the 
^municipality in cooperation with the Ministry of Municipal and 
.Rural Affairs and tike Environment and the Japanese govern-- 
ynent. 

Youth forum to open branch in Madaba 

•AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Youth Forum (AYF) has dedded 
"to establish a branch in Madaba district, accord ing to a decision 
3>y AYF general assembly. The constituent assembly of the 
hdd a meeting Tuesday at its temporary, premises in' 


in 


sun# 




■ ^ j; 
. T- - 


M adaba city in the preseacoj^. AYF Secretary General Hassan 
^Thibyan. Mr_ .Thibyan brieferf-tbe meeting on the goals and., 
jpiinaples of life; forum, wtr^ch is beaded by His Royal Highness 
Crown Pgnce IJassan. At t$i meeting, the constituent aswmhbL 
elected a preparatory committee for the branch. 

French trade delegation leaves for home 

•AMMAN (Petra) — A French economic delegation led by Mr. 
3fichd Habib-Detoncie has ended X three-day visit to. the 
JGngdom and left for Home. The team’s talks with Jordanian 
officials and businessmen covered means of promoting trade 
'^exchanges between Jordan and France. 

."Rural development committee begins meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Executive Committee of the Amman- 
based Regional Centre for Agrarian Reform and Rural Develop- 
ment in the Near East started its meetings in Amman Wednesday. 
-During tiie meeting, the co mmitt e e approved the centre’s internal 
jand financial systems. Taking part in the two-day meeting are 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Social Developme n t 
Mohammad Suqour, who chairs the centre’s board of directors as 
VeHas representatives of Syria, Egypt, Ttarisia, Pakistan and the 
(Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA). 

Farmers called upon to register for 
^development project 

•KARAK (Petra) — AI Kazak Cooperative Machinery Station 
.Director Michel Nasraween has called on farmers willing to 
include their lands in a project, aimed at increasing seed 
production to call at the station’s office in Rabba or at cooperative 
societies in their areas to fill their application forms. He said the 
period for receiving application forms to the station ends Oct. 15. 
.Mir. -Nasraween said the project, which is carried out by the 
; Jordan Cooperative Organisation in cooperation with the Mmis- 
•tiy of Agriculture, aims to supply farmers with improved wheat 
and barley seeds that fit the area’s climatic condition s . Some 4,000 
dunums out of a total of 8,000 donums allocated for the project 
.wifi be planted with wheat while the rest wffl be planted with 
.barley during this agricultural season, Mr. Nasraween said. He- 
'aid lots of land included in the project should be flat, dean of 
-stones and with an area of 40-50 donums at minimum. He said 
priority to join the project wiD be gjven to farmers who participate 
.for the first time. 


Fund-raising campaign 
cancer centre begins today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A national 
campaign to raise funds for the 
JD 14 nullion AT Amal Cancer 
Centre project starts in Amman 
and other parts of the Kingdom 
Friday and. the oiganiang com- 
mittee has drawn up a number of 
events .to help tire campaign 
‘achieve success.' 

Dr. Abdullah AI Khatib, rap- 
porteur of a national committee 
entrusted with conducting and 
s upe rvis in g tile campaign, said 
that the campa^n will start with a 
number of activities at charitable 
organisations around the country 
•In order to “cr ea te the required 
national solidarity with cancer 
patients” and encourage people 
to make donations to tin project 
He told the Jordan News Agency -, 
Petra, that in the mirtal stages of 
tike c am p ai gn, collection of dona- 
tions will be conducted at univer- 
sities and community colleges. 

The second phase of the cam- 
paign is due to begin m OcL, 
when nearly 20,000 school chil- 
dren from government schools* 
community colleges and universi- 
ties win be calling on houses and 
collecting donations from house- 
holds in all districts. He said that 
the children will be wearing spe- 
cial costidnes and will be carrying 
specially marked boxes in which 
the emus and banknotes can be 
dropped. 

On Oct, 8, a sponsored dinner 
party wiD be held while an Oct. 9 
a sponsored march will lock off 


from the Sports City of Al Hus- 
sein Youth Centre towards the 
cancer centre at "the entrance of 
tile university of Jordan and back 
to the spots dty. Dr. Khatib 
added. 

P roceeds from the two events 
win benefit the ameer centre, 
which will offer free treatment to 
cancer patients is Jordan, said 
Dr. Khatib, who is also executive 
president of the General Union 
erf Voluntary Societies (GUVS). 
‘ Dr. Khatib said that Jordan 
television win start on Friday 
OcL 9 to pzesent sperial prog- 
rammes to coyer roe campaign 
and its various activities. 

Artists and prominent persona- 
lities will appear cm special televi- 
sion shows in order to promote 
the cause of setting up the centre 
be said. 

On OcL 9, a soccer match will 
be held at the Sports CSty in 
Amman and its proceeds will also 
go to the Al Amal Cancer Cen- 
tre. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker has visited the centre, 
which has yet to be furnished with 
medical and radiation equipment. 

The Prime Munster last week 
«iii*H ab ail T Wani«nt and orga- 
nisations to contribute generously 
towards the centre. 

Dr. Khatib said that the centre 
takes prio rity on the list of GUVS 
various prog ram mes in view of 
the growing number erf cancer 
patients in the country. 


German national writes 
song in praise of King 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN “Hashemi, HashemT* 
may soon have competition on 
the radio — a new song celebrat- 
ing His Majesty King Hussein has 
.hit the airwaves. “Jordanian 
Lady” is an English song written 
by a German national. 

“Our deep love to the King, to 
- Jordan and to its people insp ire d 
me to create something that would 
express my true feelings towards 
H» Majesty,” said Hans Harms, 
a director of a German informa- 
tion services company. 

Harms and Ins Jordanian wife, 
Suad Khrino, - came J&: Jordan , 
early this mobto~ for'the sole • 
purpose of attrarriip gjbe ■festivi- ; 


ties accorded to King Hussein, 
following his recovery from 
surgery and his sate return borne. 

“I have never seen such land of 
true and cordial welcoming to any 
head of state,” said Harms, who 
has p arti c i pated in the celebra- 
tions of the King’s return home 
all over the country. “The King 
deserves much more than any- 
body else for his courageous 
efforts, especially in the Middle 
East peace process,” he said. 

The song written, composed 
and song by Harms, illustrates 
the admiration and love that peo- 
ple feel towards the King. With 
Its soft harmonious iythm, the 
song gives glimpses of hope for 
ptece'and freedom in tire region. 


Agency to change ' 4 
employment procedures 


•O •• 


.AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Service Commission (CSC), 
which recruits employees for the 
government offices in Jordan 
announced Wednesday that it 
now has 82,000 job applications 
from Jordanian males and 
females wishing to work in gov- 
ernment departments. 

This year only 6239 applicants 
were given jobs but the number is 
to rise to 8,000 by the eod of tins 
year, according to CSC President 
Abdullah Ulayyan. 

The CSC nominates candidates 
for job at various public offices,- 
taking into account qualifications 
of the applicants and the date of 
applying for jobs, said Dr. 
Ulayyan. 


But tins system is soon to 
change with the introduction of 
another criteria, namely offering 
government departments the 
chance to give the applicants spe- 
cial tests to compete for the post, 
said Dr. Ulayyan. 

The new system, to be en- 
forced as of the be ginnin g of 
1993* wfll not totally cancel the 
old system but win run along side 
it, he said. 

The whole CSC system will be 
-revised and scrutinised with a 
view to helping various govern-, 
meat departments take more re- 
sponsibility in appointing their 
employees. Dr. Ulayyan pointed 
o at 


Jordan, Cyprus discuss cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) • — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah En- 
sour Wednesday met with the 
head of a visiting Cypriot trade 
delegation and reviewed with him’ 
economic relations between Jor- 
dan and Cyprus. 

Dr. Eosour briefed the visitors 
on Jordan’s national economy, 
saying that the country’s central 
geographical location was helping 
it to promote its trade ties with all 
countries in the region, including 


bead of the Cypriot de- 


legation said that Cypnis-Jordan 
relations were very good and 
progressing in the economic and 
trade fields. 

1 The Cypriot delegation later 
met with Tourism Minister Yanal 
Hikmat to discuss cooperation in 1 
the tourism sector. The two sides 
discussed a draft agreement ex- 
pected to be signed by the two 
countries. The agreement is de- 
signed to stimulate tourist ex- 
changes and investments in the 
tourism industry in the two coun- 
tries. 
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Exhibition of traditional 
ha nflk i a ft g and antique items 
(including embroideries, 
artificial flowers, tricot, cos- 
tumes and agric nknul pro- 
•: duds) o r g an ised by Matfeba 
’ ; Tourism Office In enopem- 
tioe with the Queen Afia Jor- 
^ ’ ' das Social Welfare Fund 

(QAF), Madaba Women’s 
Cooperative Society and Al 
, Aqsa and MaPa Spa Charity 


. Haridfcraft exhibition by artist 
Rawairf Aha Gfcaxafcfc-S3awi 
’ at the Maude Bank ExUbitioa 
; Centre, Dafctet Al Rawdha. 


B zMM flon of 
by Jordanian artist AH Al 
Ghotd at Babdna Art Gaflecy. 


Arabic children’s ptaj enti- 
tled “Juba and the Donkey” 
at the Royal Odtnral Centre 
— 7 pjn. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN 

The issuing of a new JDlO and JD5 Banknotes. 

As of the 1 st of October 1 992, the Central Bank of Jordan will put into circulation 
two denominations from the 3rd series, (JD-10) and (JD5) banknotes, in 
conformity with the law of the Central Bank of Jordan and the Bylaw of the 
Issuance of Jordanian Currency No. (28) year 1992. 

The new notes will circulate alongside the existing 2nd issue notes and both 
shall simultaneously remain in circulation as legal tender. 

Following are the specifications of ihe banknotes: 

SPECIFICATIONS 


Cohn’ 


Sae 


Back design 


JD 10 Purple 
JD5 Red 


74mmx 149mm 
70mmx 143mm 


A view of Al Rabatii Castle 
The Treasury at Petra 


-The new issue banknote designs bear a new Portrait of His Majesty King Hussein. 

-The banknote paper will incorporate a new watermark bf His Majesty King Hussein. 

-The JD 10 wiQ incorporate a silver windowed thread, which appears as silver dashes on the 
front of the note or as a solid line when held up to the light 
'-The JD 5 will incorporate a mic reprinted thread reading Central Bank of Jordan. 


Crown Prince 
to chair ATF 
board meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Current 
Arab situation, futur e outlooks 
for the Arab Woricf as well as tbc 
role that the Amman-based Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF) can play 
to promote dialogue among Arab 
countries wiD top the agenda erf 
discussions by ATFs board of 
trustees meeting opening in Am- 
man S a t ur d a y. 

An ATF statement said that 

RojaiJKHi^mess Crown Knee 
Hassan, the board chairman, will 
discuss inter-Arab cooperation in 
economic and political Adds. 

Board members wiQ also dis- 
cuss ATFs programmes for the' 
coming two yean and the pros- 
pect of organising an internation- 
al cultural c Mww y in Amman to 
December in cooperation with 
die United Nations Educational 
Scientific Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO). 

It said that another seminar to 
be held in April would di sc uss 
human resources development in 
the Arab World. The seminar will 
be organised in cooperation with 
the United Nations Development 
Prog ram me (UNDP). 

According to the statement, 
the April seminar, in which scho- 
lars from Arab countries will take 
part, will shed light on the human 
resources of the Arab World with 
view to drawing of an Arab 
strategy on human reso ur ces de- 
velopment. 

The ATF board of trustees 
groups a number of Jordanian 
and Arab personalities. 


King receives well- wishers who 
walked across country to greet him 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday re- 
ceived at the Royal Court a num- 
ber of Jofdaman youths who 
travelled on foot from various 
parts of the country to Amman to 
offer their congratulations to the 
King over ins recovery from ill- 
ness and safe ret ur n home. 

The eight-member g roup had 
travelled from Ixbid, Ajloun, 
Mafraq and other areas to reach 
the Royal Court and offer their 
congratulations to the King. 

The group consisted of Turkr 
Hawamdeh, Awad Mashaqbeh, 
Ali Magtnri, Turin Al Migjwnar., 
Bassam Nasser, Ibrahim Khh- 
zaieh, Karim AI Jobur and Abdnl 
Qader Aref 

Meanwhile, Jordanian popular 
singer Omar Al AbduOat, who 
composed a national song which 
was broadcast on the occasion of 
the King’s re t urn to Jordan, was 
honoured Wednesday by the 
Iman Schools in Amman . 

Director of the Department of 
Education in the Amman area 
A hmad Awwad attended a spe- 
cial school cere m ony to honour 
the singer and delivered a speech 
an the occasion. 

Later, be presented the singer 
with a token gift during the 
school’s general celebrations held 
on the occasion of die King’s 
recovery. 

Elsewhere in Jordan, celebra- 
tions of the King's' recovery con- 
tinued Wednesday, one week af- 
ter he returned to Amman after 
Ins successful surgery in the Un- 
ited States. 



North Sbuocb in the Jordan 
Valley region held celebrations in 
the main streets and public, 
•squares. Local citizens organised 
processions and held rallies and 
folk p er formances and the streets 
were bedecked with flags and the 
King’s portraits. School children 
took part in tire various activities. 

The Salt Secondary School 
organised its own celebration 
Wednesday which included 
national dances and songs and 
other performances attended by 
Salt Mayor Abdul Razzak Ensour 
and other notables. 

A major celebration will be 
held in Mahes within the Balqa 
and Salt area on Thursday. 


The University of Jordan held 
special festivals Wednesday 
attended by University President 
Fawzi Gharaibch. Several 
speeches were made paying tri- 
bute to the King’s endeavours 
that achieved the Kingdom's suc- 
cess in educational, soda! and 
economic fields. 

The army brass bands along 
with a number of Jordanian folk 
troupes took part in the celebra- 
tions. 

The Vocational Training Cor- 
poration (VTC) also organised a 
special festival Wednesday to ex- 
press joy over the King's rccov-t 
ery. 


Amnesty pays tribute to Jordan’s record, 
but says right of appeal should be ensured 


By Laney Saflsbory 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amnesty International 
(AI) Wednesday declined comment 
on tile trial of the Shabab Al Nafeer 
Al Iilami now under way at the State 
Security Court (SSQ but said the lack 
of the right to appeal SSC verdicts 
was still a “matter of concern.” 

Ian Martin, se cr et ar y-general of 
the Londno-baaed tinman rights orga- 
ni sation. said, however, tfw Jordan’s 
record in respec t for human rights has 
oth erwi s e improved greatly over the 
‘p aw ye ais ana the kingdom could be a 
model fur the region. ' 

~ “Knob has h a ppened since try last 
visit” to Jordan in March 1990, Mr. 
Martin told a pees conference at Ihe 
oondnsoo of a week-long visit during 
which was received by His Majesty 
King Hussein, Hit Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. Prime Minister 
Sharif Zetd Ben Shaker and other 
senior officials. “AI welcomes (Jor- 
dan’s) commitment to human rights 
in the national charter.” 

The charter, ap prov e d by a nation- 
al conference in June last year, in- 
cludes a pledge to defend buioiD 
rights in the country as aet out in 
international conventions. In Novem- 
ber, Jordan ratified the United Na- 
tions Cooventioa against Torture and 
other Omd and Inhuman or Degrad- 
ing Treatment or Punishment. 


In their discussions with Mr. Mar- 
tin. the Jordanian leaden reaffirmed 
the Kingdom's total ™iniii n|» nt to 
respect for human rights and that 
no-one would be detained or arrested 
as long as he or she did not violate 
any of the laws of the land. 

Although he reserved (fired com- 
ment on the Ai Nafeer case involving 
two members of Parinment and two 
merchants (see page 1), Mr. Martin 
said the case “draws attention to the 
lack of the right of appeal ... and to 
Jordan’s need to s tr ength en legal 
praririoos regarding detainees;”. • 
i said he raised the jane , 
m tu dacusobiis with Sharif Zckfaftd . 
that; the 'Prime Minister “indicated ■ 
ffie government- was tmhf-'to -die * 
introduction of the right to appeal 
and pointed out that discussion on the 
subject — as part of the draft law on 
the State Security Court — had not 
been completed in Parliament, be 
said. 

Amnesty will formulate its views on 
the Al Nafeer case after verdict has 
been passed, Mr. Martin said. 

Answering a question on the inde- 
pendence of SSC judges who are 
military officers, Mr. Martin said 
Amnesty does not “automatically re- 
ject military judges.” 

Mr. Martin underlined Amnesty’s 
decades-old campaign against the 
de at h penalty and noted that it coakl 
be imposed by die SSC. 

According to Mr. Martin, six peo- 


ple were executed in Jordan in 1991 
and five of them did not have the 
right of appeal. No official comment 
was immediately available on Mr. 
Martin's assertion. 

The Amnesty secretary-general 
we (corned the commuting of the 
death sentences passed on six people 
in the Kingdom last year. 

He stressed, however, that Jordan 
still needs to strengthen safeguards 
that e nsur e that detainees get fair 
treatment and private access to 
lawyers and idatiyca.^ 

' According to Mr. ' Martin, thereare 
mar&.thaaiO rpoGtical prisoaexs'Mn 
Jordan-wbo were -jailed when -martial 
law prevailed in the Kingdpn-|fae- 
tween 1967 and 1992. The 1992 report 
of Amnesty alleges that more than 
200 suspected opponents of the gov- 
ernment, iadudmg “possible prison- 
ers of co n scienc e ," were detained 
without charge, trial or judicial re- 
view m 1991. 

The definition of “political prison- 
ers” has always been controversial. 
Jordan has repeatedly said that it 
does not have “political prisoners" 
although some of the detainees might 
have bad a political background but 
are serving terms for security crimes. 

Mr. Martin paid tribute to the 
efforts of local human rights group in 
Jordan and congratulated them on 
the permission they are hoping to 
secure to group themselves under the 


AI umbrella. 

“The government has agreed in 
principle to the application but (the 
groups) do not have the piece of 
paper in band,” he said. 

Jordan would be the fourth country 
in the Middle East to have a legally 
registered Amnesty Internationa 
branch. The first country was Tunisia, 
followed by Sudan — subsequently 
dissolved — and Algeria. According 
to the AI charter, branches are ban- 
ned from monitoring their own coun- 
tries. 

“The- Middle East is a hi gh priority* 
for AI but of course human rights can 
only progress as fast the political 
condiygm in .other countries." Mr. 
Martin said. 

Mr. Martin criticised Kuwait for 
torturing political detainees. Accord- 
ing to an AI report, at least 80 Iraqis 
and Palestinians “disappeared” m 
custody and scores of extrajudicial 
executions were reported. At least 
400 people were reported to have 
been forcibly expelled to Iraq despite 
fears for their safety there. 

Earlier Wednesday, the Jordan 
News Agency Petra, reported Mr. 
Martin met with Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) Director Fadel Ali 
and praised prisoner rehabilitation 


Tuesday, the Al delegation 
visited Irtrid and outlined ATs role in 
the world. 



JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY 
CO. LTD. 

AMMAN -JORDAN 
TENDER INVITATION FOR 
PREOUALIFICATION 
AND BIDDING 
TENDER/5/92 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces tender 
invitation No. 5/92 for the supply, erection and commis- 
sioning of the requirements for Aqaba South Petroleum 
Installations Project which shall include building of eight 
crude oil and products storage tanks with a total capacity 
of (180,000 cubic metres), two spherical or equal storage 
tanks for LPG with a total capacity of (6,000 cubic metres), 
one fire fighting water tank with a total capacity of (5,000 
cubic metres) and accompanying facilities including 
steam boilers, ships unloading and loading as well as 
bucks loading facilities, roads, yards, offices, workshops 
and all civil, mechanical and electrical works related to the 
installations. 

Contractors who possess experience in the same field 
and are qualified financially and technically and who wish 
to participate in the above tender are invited to submit 
their prequalification documents not later than 12:00 hours 
of Monday 19/1 OH 992, at the company’s head office. 

Prequalification documents should include the follow- 
ing: 

1. Financial capability of the. contractor, (financial refer- 
ences are to be provided). 

; 2. Technical capability of the contractor, Including details 
! of experience and background of personnel, specifica- 
tions of available equipment, etc. 

3. Detailed documents showing similar projects executed 
by the contractor, full names and addresses of firms for 
whom such services were rendered, and details of 
projects including contract cost, and completion 
periods. 

. Results of prequalification shall be announced and 
advised to participants as soon as they become available. 

Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents from 
the company's head office at the Erst Circle - Jabal 
Amman, against n on-refundable JD (200) per set not later 
than Thursday 29/10/1992. 

Offers should be submitted only by the qualified contrac-* 
tors at the company's head office not later than 12:00 
hours of Monday 18/1/1993. 

' Chairman Board of Directors 
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TOURISM AND TRAVEL AGENCY QJNAR HOTEL 
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October 1st- 8th 1992 



Large selection of Turkish Delights 
* Art & Handicrafts Exhibition 
• FoBkloric Dances 

• Fashion Show 

by the most reputable Turkish designers 

• Belly Dancer 

Price per person JD 18.000 inclusive of service & tax 

2nd and 7th October Matinee 

from 5-7 PM 

at JD 8.000 inclusive of service & tax 

Art & Handicrafts and Clothes are for Sale 


For Reservation Please Call 641361 ext. 2222 / 2141 
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All eyes on court 


THE TRIAL of Deputies Laith Shbeilat and Yaconb 
Qarrash by the State Security Court may end np 
becoming cause celebre not only because the two men 
are members of Parliament bat also because of the 
many important and controversial legal issues being 
raised by the prosecution and defence lawyers. The 
trial that started Tuesday has already hit the first 
procedural hurdle invoked by the defence, prompting 
tiie military prosecutor to ask for a 24-hour delay to 
prepare his rebuttal arguments. It so happens that the 
secretary general of Amnesty International (AI) and 
an accompanying delegation are in town and it is a 
foregone conclusion that the international human 
rights body will be pursuing the trial proceedings in 
meticulous style. , 

International and national media have also shown 
great interest in the trial. This is not to mention tfie 
concern of Jordanians over the manner the trial wOl be 
conducted. In a nutshell, the Shbeflat-Qarrash trial 
will be viewed locally and internationally as a test case 
of military court proceedings in the shadow of multi- 
party democracy. 

Judging by the list of charges levelled against both' 
men, the pace of the trial could aid np bring slower 
than expected with the defence teams so unding one 
volley of procedural and substantive counterargu- 
ments after the other. The prosecution could end up 
being on the defensive on many counts. But at the end 
of the legal volley balling between the two sides, there 
will come a time when the very serious^harges against . 
the two parliamentarians w3l> have to be dealt ijith . 
head on. When thal moment arrives, the -organisation 
of Shabab AI NafeenAl IslamaVhpnhich both suspects ' 
allegedly>.belong will also be oii trial. Also at issue will 
be the possession of arms, especially bombs, which 
carries a very heavy penalty, according to the law of 
the land. 

A more troubfing legal issue might in fact centre on 
what constitutes attempts to change the Constitution of 
the country by illegal and violent means. This could be 
easier said than proved. Even more vexing could be aO 
the procedural interventions by the defence and 
focusing on how the investigations were conducted. 
The defence teams would surely look for loopholes and 
procedural errors or omissions to negate the evidence 
or legal consequences obtained by any such legal 
deficiencies. A classic example would be the allegedly 
illegal bugging of telephones belonging to either 
deputy. The most difficult part of the entire trial could 
be what to do with the sentences pronounced by the 
court if the accused are convicted, especially because 
they are not appealable to a higher court. Any such 
derision could not be strictly juridical but political in 
nature as well. 




THE DAMASCUS Declaration which came in the wake of the 
Gulf war was supposed to pave the way for a united Arab front in 
the face of external threats to the Gulf countries as was planned 
by the Gulf states, Egypt and Syria, said AI Dnstour daily. The 
paper said that the signatories of the Damascus Declaration had 
failed to honour their commitment and failed to come to the aid of 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) whose lands are now 
threatened with Tr*n : -,n .aii the meetings and the 

statements of supt . - 7. -an to poll out its forces 

from the occupied UAE islands, tne paper said. While the Iranian 
negotiators were in Abu Dhabi discussing the islands question 
with UAE leaders, Iranian leaders in Tehran ' were issuing 
statements that show the regime’s determination to keep control 
of occupied Arab land, the paper continued. These statements, 
said the daily, are dear indication of Iran’s pursuit of its ambitions 
in the Gulf and a show of disregard to the Arabs whom Tehran 
had been fooling all the time with Islamic slogans and wills of 
solidarity between Tehran and its neighbours in the face of 
colonir’ " ■ ■•s’ *-*-Temor - occupation of the A ’■ab islands in 


colonic’ - • --s’ •. _r ~; - occupation of the A T- ab islands in 

the Gulf, saiu the paper, was a warning of the coming danger from 
the East and a reminder to the Arabs to unite their ranks before it 


is too late, the paper said. What is needed, the paper called, is 
true solidarity among the Arabs who, it said, should rise above 
, their side differences and adopt an appropriate strategy to stem 
Iran's ambitious designs. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i Arabic daily said he was opposed to 
the idea of democracy in Iraq in the style desired by the enemies 
of the Arab Nation. Although one has to support the trend 
towards political pluralism, freedom and democracy, in their true 
sense, one can also decline to support calls for democracy in a 
manner that can serve the interests of the foreign powers, said 
•Fakhri Kawar. The writer said that he opposed calls by opponents 
of the Iraqi regime to set up democracy m Iraq amply because the ' 
proponents are friends of the U.S.-led alliance against foe Arab 
Nation and therefore such calls are suspicious. The writer also 
•said that he supported free parliamentary elections in Iraq once 
ail foreign powers have been evicted from Iraqi territory and no 
more sanctions are imposed on foe Iraqi people because without 
freedom there can be no democracy. As long as foe Iraqis are 
starving and threatened with further aggresson it is quite 
reasonable to think that foe country should be placed under 
emergency rule which does not allow for democracy to flourish, 
said foe writer. He said that those advocating the cause of 
democracy in Iraq and opposing the present regime in Baghdad 
are not Iraqis but foreign mercenaries in foe pay of foe colonial 
powers which want to impose hegemony on Iraq through their 
agents. 


Reflections 


By Safwan BaUdndk 


Crystals in the dark 


THE LIMITED liability shareholding company is a magnificent 
display of concept and form. Ever since lawyers and accountants 
banded together and invented such devilish concepts as “limited 
liability” and “corporate entity”, thus creating the perfect foil 
against foe all-powerful money lenders, companies have managed 
to do wbat no one else can do before: make otter fools out of bankers. 

First, bankers were doped by accountants into believing that 
corporations bad a perpetual life and that their assets were 
therefore a lasting store of value. This .deception enabled 
companies to pile op debt with abandon, taking tremendous risks 


by betting foe bank’s money (we now know of course that the 
average life span of a corporation is not much longer than that of a 
dock, sitting or otherwise). The sheer beauty of foe con was that if 


companies prospered, foe banks could not share m the bounty 
and were forced instead to refinance the debt at lower interest 
rates. On foe other hand, when companies faltered, as they 
eventually must, limited liability and bankruptcy laws ensured 
that all human persons connected with the gamble were let off the 
hook, leaving rankers with no recourse but to queue in front of a 
vacant s tre e t address and try to salvage wbat is left of their money 
from a dead “corporate person”. 


But companies 'do have virtues other than the ability to 
emaciate banks and shorten the careers of bankers. The corporate 
form allows the smartest and meanest amongst us to escape the 
drudgery of democratic banalities and enjoy a counter democratic 
lifestyle. Tycoons and managers can behave like uncontested 
dictators, organising men and women into a military style 
operation and robbing them of all civil liberties and human rights 
during business hours. 

In feet, the only drawback I can think of is that companies 
manage sometimes to grow out of control into giants and thus 
embarrass politicians and civil servants. This can happen because 
foe public shareholding corporate structure allows ambitious 
managers who believe in the fallacy of perpetual corporate life to 
raise unlimited debt and equity financing, tap human and 
technical resources, and enslave people into efficient and produc- 
tive work. habits. Such unwieldy expansion can also take place 
when civil servants fail to saddle companies with high taxes : or 
distract them with counterproductive policies and signals. 

Fortunately, we in Iordan need not wony about corporate 
extravagance. High tariffs and the lack of competition render 
local consumers so utterly vulnerable that it makes it impossible 
for normal red-blooded producers to stay focused on exports long 
enough to spell the word. Only self-flagellating masochists bother 
to consider the path of export-driven growth. Better still, the 


extraorifinaiy piece of legislative magic known as the “company 
law”, which bis redefined both economic logic and financial 
theory, has put up insurmountable barriers between shareholding 
companies and all three sources of investment financing: profits, 
equity capital and debt. Moreover, it has ensured that neither 
banks nor shareholder can hope to salvage a single piaster before 
managers drag a company into the gutter. 

The Mas against exports and productive investment seems 
amply justified. The following comparison shows that the fastest 
growing companies m Jordan are "manufacturing firms which 
puisne a deliberate strategy of sales growth through investment 
and export. This group was defined as to include every privately- 
owned, non-finamaal public shareholding company which man- 
aged to increase sales by 150 per cent between 1986 and 1990 in a 
■consistent and unifor m manner while maintaining profitability. 
The dean’s fist contains six manufacturing companies in phar- 
maceuticals, textiles, plastics and packaging .materials. Three other 
companies were excluded because of non-uniform sales growth 
patterns, indicating a temporary window of opportunity. One was 
ex c lu d ed because of dear monopoly advantages. A fifth was 
disqualified because of well-publicised manageme nt problems. 

The six co mp a n i e s are distinguished not by performance (winch 
is hardly spectacular) but by the striking differences between 
them and other manufacturers in key perfo r m ance criteria and 
indicators. It is in these differences that the outlines of 'growth- 
oriented incentives and policies can' be found. 

— The group of six registered a combined sales increase of 250 
per cent between 1986 and 1990. In comparison, the combined 
sales of all other publicly listed manufacturing c o mpa n ies 
(numbering 28 firms) increased by a paltry 46 per cent during foe 
same period. Taking into account the decline in foe value of the 
Jordanian dinar, sales, would show a drop of 23 per cent when 
measured in terms of 1986 dinars. In the services sector, die 
picture gets much worse. Not a single listed company has 
managed to increase sales in terms of constant 1986 dinars while 
maintaining profitability. 

— The six companies exported 69 per cent of their total 
combined sales in 1989. By contrast, the export/sales ratio of the 
whole manufacturing sector (excluding petroleum products and 
fertilisers) remained under 14 per cent. 

— Violating foe spirit of.the law (the company law), the six 
companies retained 67 per cent of their net earnings for foe years 
1986 to 1990. This policy of reinvesting profits has allowed them 
to increase fixed assets by 48 per cent and expand productive 
capacity. As for the other twenty eight listed manufacturers. 


ISiisSs sfefsgS 

^gsa^t.'SfA'sts rt^sp a 

(predictably, those three companies have omper^wd tbe 
sales growth by a wide margin). The 
Statistics (investment was die 

manufacturing sector. Industrial surveys show that wed j^etstor 
foe whole sector have fallen each year between 1984 and I99ff. 

The group 

of manufacturers 


Sales growth 
(1986-1990) 


Export 

ratio 


Dividends payout 
ratio 


Growth of fixed 


(1986-1990) 

Those of yon who bothered to read this far must be mightily 
disappointed. After all, this maze of statistics about anonymous 
companies (assuming I am not making it aO up) merely confirms. 

. foe obvious: a) The economy must have been in a recession to 
generate such miserable numbers; b) The manufacturing sector 
has the most potential for growth through its ability to generate a 
surplus of value; and c) Corporate success from the economy's 
point of view is a function of investment and marketing. 

Yet there is a point to all these calculations. But rather than 
revealing it and risk disappointing you further, I *ct # 
figure it out for yourselves and leave you with three dues anti 
meet again on this page. 

Gue 1: The group of six pays an effective tax rate of 28 per cent -, 
compared to 12 per cent for all other manufacturers, . 
Gue 2: Only fools, heroes, or foolish heroes will choose the high 
and risky road of exports over the cosy and protected: 
domestic market. 

due 3: It raiffts more than sax crystals to chase away the darkness.*- 


Double standards and finger- pointing: Which direction? 


Atwnn 


Almost every Arab knows what 
most Americans ignore: that the 
United States, which daims to be 
the voice and vehicle of democra- 
cy around the world, does not 
practice a democratic agenda 
abroad, especially in the Middle 
EasL American strategic and eco- 
nomic interests have converged 
here in a policy that cultivates the 
■political, economic and military 
dependency of many states in the 
• region;.' (Let us leave aside foe 
indisputable examples of Uj§ - 
duptidty in Israel and Palestine, 
Kuwait and Kurdistan). 

On tiie one band, the oil-rich, 
people-poor countries of tiie Golf 
have become totally dependent 
on U.S. military protection for 
■their defense (witness the amount 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia paid for 
operations Desert Shield and De- 
sert Storm). While, on the other 
hand, resource-poor countries 
like Egypt are totally dependent 


on American financial handouts 
just to remain afloat (witness the 
partial cancellation of Egypt’s 
American debt, to the tune of $7 
billion for its participation in foe 
U.S.-led Gulf war coalition). 
Without such aid, these current 
regimes might be quickly re- 
placed, if it were not for foeir 
U.S.-supplied, twentieth-century 
means of coercion and com- 
munication wiuqh keep them, in 
power. Ncedfes&r to say, Egypt 1 
makes as much a. mockery of 
democracy- as the' royally- 
decreed, democratic “reforms” 
taking place in other Arab coun- 
tries. These countries are prime 
examples of that widespread 
Arab phenomenon, the police 
state, which spies on its own 
people precisely because it fears 
them, knowing that its authority 
is built on force rather than a 
wide social base. 

However, the Middle East is by 


no means an isolated example of 
such U.S.-sponsored, political 
mendacity. Take, for instance, 
Latin and South America, which 


Latin and South America, which 
foe U.S. considers its backyard 
and therefore fair game for Jekyll 
and Hyde experimentation. It 
props np ruthless thugs and dicta- 
tors — Angusto Pinochet, Jose 
Napoleon Duarte, and Manuel 
Noriega (before he became'a bad 
miy and was ousted -by -operation 
a Just Because”), to name but a 
. few— who.aerve.lLS. economic 
interests over the interests of 
foeir own people for the sake of 
profit and power. 

On the other ride of the coin, 
however, Arabs and their coun- 
tries have doggedly applied their 
own double-standards towards 
themselves and their neighbours. 
For example, since before 1948, 
internecine, intra-Arab feuding 
has been as much a reason for 
Israel’s political and miHtaiy 


ascendancy in tiie region as its 
own efforts. Moreover, Arab 
politicians - have persistently 
spoonfed their own citizens (or is 
it subjects?) honey-coated 
speeches that whitewash fact and 
history to avoid shouldering the 
responsibilities for their failures 
-and to avoid grappling with dire 
political realities [foe most (in) 
famous 1 e£dh^& Y u^A6fod'Na^ 
set’s political spin aftef-tttdFune 
1967 vn^vQ 

In ouf-documeatsaiid writings, 
we create a fictional Arab World, 
without pontrafoction, rational 
and just. This representation and 
perception, the culture’s writing 
about reality, has become our 
societies’ definition of the world. 
On the whole, although our his- 
tories and public documents do 
not acknowledge it, internal Arab 
politics can more often be char- 
acterized as one of conflict rather 
than cooperation. 


Why, for example, is it fre- 
quently more difficult for an 
Arab to enter his own or another 
Arab country than for an Amer- 
ican or European, especially 
when so many Arabs — 
Lebanese, Palestinians, and now 
Iraqis — have been forced 
through humiliating procedures 
in the. airports of the West. -It 
spins' ^inconceivable that our 
treatment ofour own citizens and 
■fcUOv/Ar&bs s b me tim es apes foe 
nAreanent we -receive at the 
hands of our former colonisers. 

Because politics has its own 
distorted ways of shaping culture, 
Arabs are nearly as ignorant of 
Americans as they are of us. 
Perpetuated by the monotithk 
media, American ignorance of 
the Arab World, in fact, allows 
their politicians a hugely free 
band in shaping U.S. Middle East 
policy. So as Arabs, we suffer not 
only from our own ignorance, but 


from that of Americans as well. 
Although Americans daim to 
know plenty about Arabs and the 
Arab Work!, regrettably, most of 
what they know is false. Too 
many Arabs, however, are guilty 
of reducing foe U.S. to cowboys. 
Madonna, and free sex — assum- 
ing that appearances communi- 
cate their underlying philosophy. 
2 i Studying American foreign 
policy and ’Arab politics most 
unfortu nately reveals that snmU- 
nSndedness and provincialism ay 
truly international traits, to which 
no ethnic or national group qah 
lay daim to an overcndowmenf. 

The writer, a graduate frdtn 
Georgetown- University ’s Cedbe 
for Contemporary Arab Studies, 
bolds a Masters degree in bistofp. 
He was a Thomas J. Watscqa 
fellow in Egypt , Jordan and 
Sudan in 1986-1987. He contri- 
buted the article to the Jordan 
Times. 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AH) FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

EVT’L EST, 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 
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■ft Kate Oiyctoan, 1 He. Serotoe 

☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
dealing 

6 Brand.es at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Phn 
Hut, phone 8*1«5«, Fax 
•2818k 


-V. - .?*• . ' 

■' ' “Vv T' • I 

K"v 




- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 

. rent and sale, fur- 
nished or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 

please .call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 
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AQABA 


The first 6 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
-in Jordan 



( 
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CHINESE FOOD 


IstCfrcfe, Jabal Amman, near 
• Ahfyyah'Giris School 
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Open daily 
12M-!5M&1&30?23& 
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Tel: 03-314415 


Open daily 1200-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Mkhught 




Mongolian Bvbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities/ 

Open daily 12:00 - 330 


12ri» - 15 JO 18 

Near Third Circle. 


6:30 -Midnight 
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Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BELLY DANCING; 


Res:GS51E1 



The First Class Hotel in 
1 Airiman that has a 
1 ! Kitchenette in every ' 
: room...! • ' ■■■■ 


The First Spa is flic Pfidde East based, oh hot Sdforeni 

Spriags of Idgk mineral Qa c n l raH o a far the Cara of 


Bhumatizm * AifoWf * pondlls * Mgesthfe 
Or Just for Mood c ir cu lat ion enhancement 


OAirOTEL 

|U2t|l|i= 


50% Discount 

On Room Rates 


For Hon Jordanians * Residents ’ 


868371/3 . 808278 . 688S10 • ImbObb i 08 


Amman- Tel 668193 ■ 
P O. Sew 9403 - Fax 602434 
. Teiex23888 DABOTL 30 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand ' 
Businessmen 














Thdyemm 

ir ^^ARlS— The inhabitants of 


n 15 84 ^versionto the idea of eating 
A et^.nsectsi Yet, in the Bible, 
^^oses^^nmiends the Heb- 
‘^Oews to “cat .facosts, crickets 
ind gmsshoppers. ” The New 
Testament even recounts that 
vp, 'ohn the Baptist survived in 
, be desert feeding on hosts 
u id wild honey alone. 

7}e On other continents, such 
to aversion is far from being 
is widespread. In Southern. 
'3,, \frica, in summer, large 
foantities of caterpillars, also 
320 wn as “Mopania worms” 
T Him icj/fter the name of the tree on 
'‘taw t^yhich a -moth lays hundreds 
? ) . nen h&f-eggS, axe harvested. After 
'Jtfitydng exposed in the sun, 
r^r^hty are stored and preserved 
rom die .dry season when they 
ml nvart?^ usc ^. as P* 1 * everyday 
ns. &auS™- - * • 

ier. i ;fn certain ethnic groups, 
■.hn^nsects are considered as re- 
ined food. In Africa, on the 
' rate ^j^anis of Lake Victoria, the 
hcr mana^atfvts torn a variety of fly , . 
*!*' ^ which tastes. rather like cav- 
‘■ w > into a punSc. In Bogota, 

-* a > b^rficd aids. & Baft 

moths: and Hies are cfgrri- 

* feted as dainties. The inhabi- 

lfti) 


tants of Thailand prefer 
boiled praying mantis whose 
smell is said to resemble 
shrimp or mushroom paste. 

Supermarket 

In addition to their gasbro- 
nomical value, tiy .ftfcass&s* 
marinated moths or fried but- 
terflies are among the dishes 
with toe highest protein com 
tent According to specialists, 
locusts contain between 50 
per cent and 75 per cent of 
protein, and spiders and tiy 
chrysalids' more than 60 per. 
cent. Meat does not have 
such a high content. Chicken' 
only has 23 per cent and pork 
17 per cent According to 
research carried out by the 
American Roy Smelling, a 
termite contains prop- 
ortionally doable the amount 
of protein in a prime steak. 
Only Hour, obtained from 
oil-producing seed, contains 
similar ratios. However, their 
coefficient of protein effica-. 
cy, which determines the 
richness and variety of the 
amino adds in a protein, is' 
considerably tower than with 
insects. 

Insects form the most cti- 
versiGed group in the animal 
kingdom, with more than one 
million species. They arc also 


tire most widespread species 
thanks to their- extraordinary 
capacity for reproduction. A 
single colony of termites can 
contain between 10,000 and 3 
million individua ls . Similarly, 
a cloud of locusts , covering 
an . area of 1,500 square 
kSolnetres contains 400 tril- 
lion specimens, winch repre- 
sent nearly 100,000 tonnes of 
edible protein. In the space 
of one season, a single couple 
of tiics fives birth to htihans 
of individuals, most of which, 
fortunately, die as victims of 
diseases, predators or insecti- 
cides. But there are enough 
left to spread a number of 
parasitic diseases and to wipe 
oat craps. ■ 

Professor Achieng Qnyan- 
go, from the University of 
Kampala, in Uganda, has 
presented a project to turn 
sewage tanks into industrial 
insect facetting farms. The 
climatic conditions inside 
these tanks bring about die 
decomposition of toe organic 
matter needed for the de- 
velopment of toe larvae. In 
the United States, scientists 
have calculated Out a weD 
run tiy facetting form could 
produce 800 gross tonnes of 
maggots (or tiy larvae) a year 
per hectare, that is to say 363 


Man versus computer 


'‘• r *“ nas . By Tom Porteous 

‘‘Z?if'-j? NDON — Professor 
i- ^^onathan Schaeffer looks im- . 
• ±t is faticntiy, almost pleadingly 
fretssl? Chinook. It is a look of 
arprancra pcouragement of the kind 
o-.J-rivxj parents reserve for their cbil- 
\^cken.. But. while Chinook is 
- As* T^rofessor Schaeffer's ere* 
/tisnoimmaa offspring 
2' a “ ?!°®3hinddi: is, in iabt, a comp® 
r ' 2:w - a *rw; toe most powerful check- 
. paying computer, in the 

. ITpr/d , . to be precise. Now, 
J-.’ -J&udd great tension, Chinook 
” 'vr!ir- ^being put to the biggest test 
ever faced in its three- 
. 7Vas ear career. 

■: tpr: --The scene is the Park Lane 
■■ lotel in London at toe 
c .r.c.: -World Checkers Cham- 
ionship. Chinook , the chal- 

a ger for the world title , has 

~ ^j een analysing its options for 
tore than 15 minutes, work- 
ig out the implications of 
ver three million possible 
_ Ogdons per minute, "think - 

- ~*ig” up to forty moves ahead. 

____jast Of this “Thinking ” is 

~ x T~*oing on in a two metre-high - 
?. ^ray box with a panel of 
^i^ashing yellow lights. The 
i ly sound is a steady whir: 

— -^ng noise from toe venttia- 
3 Ciai Chffl%, which keeps toe compUr 
' , fv^s brain from overheating. 
jiififl Chinook's opponent, a 
” ' jjjjere mortal, shows no sign 
'a if getting steamed up. A‘ 
s * . . lorida mathematician and 
art-time minister at the 
J^turcb of Christ, Dr. Marion 
:e{u0rinsfoy sits opposite Chi- 
, ' j xji’s terminal, toe wooden 
z peckers board laid out be- 

^fj^^feen them. Dr. Tinsley's 
s*? demonstrative gestures 
i iring the five-hour game — 

. apj'sf one of forty winch make 
> this contest between Chi- 
* fpfjfiok and Dr. Tinsley — are 
? vf Ai take a •sip of water, to 

. r fSjoke bis tips with the side of 
^ aortas lean finger or to press a 

* rtrfCumb gently against bis 

**■ pie. 

gke aw $ There is a brief Burry of 

* ^oves, projected onto the 
O^ .ffreri&ad screen for the be- 

:: . if-JO pfit of toe small audience, 
■^cqt TJJ vtd then the two contestants 
c s;je ^rase back into the dear atti- 
£ : Ai^- t ties of human and electro- 
analysis which has char - 
, tensed most of the game. 
-j^-^“These have been bard 
“ ^ -ttmes,” says Dr. Tinsley in a 
American drawl after 
ffihating Chinook to yet 
yrfjj&other — toe fourteenth — 

- a ^ ifir boots of play: 
-SpfSfost of our endings have 

U^Jfsn as deep as the ocean.'* 

■ ‘^ jMfinyone who has ever pfay- 
ujM checkers — and over 180 
*^tV\r;//on amateur checkers 
^ lyers.bavc been identified 
. .. v ^jiridwide — will recognise 
aptness of Dr. Tinsley’s . 
mBK&ptaphbr. Victory in check- 
as in chess, depends on 


being abJe to go “more deep- 
ly” into the game than the 
opponent; in other words, to 
be able to think more moves 
ahead. Most of os begfa- to 
get lost at a depth of three or 
four moves ahead. Dr. Tins- 
ley can go a lot “deeper.” 
,72 us is what has made him 
■.toe world checkers drainpkm. 
Effectively he has d ominate d 
^toe game tor ahaostodonr 
decades. 

* Bora in Irontown, Olrio in 
1924 it was, says Dr. Tinsley, 
an all too human sense of 
competition which first kin- 
dled his fascination . with 
checkers. As a boy, be used 
to play regularly with an old' 
lady who lodged in his fami- 
ly's house, and he remembers 
befog intimated by her un- 
canny knack of winning game 
after game. Dr. Tinsley 
beams a modest, wistful smile 
at toe memory of that time 
way back in the mid-west of 
the 1930s. 

Dr. Tinsley's checkers 
career took off when, aged 
15, be was ''browsing in bis 
local public tibrarytand came 
across some books on the 
subject. Soon he was 
addicted to toe intellectual 
, demands, the competitive 
spirit, the elegance and what 
be describes as toe beauty of 
toe game. It may only be a 
game, but nonetheless it 
answers many needs of toe 
human spirit, says toe quietly 
spoken American. 

From the 1930s onwards. 
Dr. 1 insley’s checker game 
developed hand in hand with 
his education as a mathemati- 
cian. His enthusiasm for 
checkers was at least partly 
responsible, he says, for 
bringing out the talents which 
were to earn him a living as 
an academic mathematician. 
Those talents indude a prodi- 
gious memory and exception- 
al powers of concentration 
and analytical logic. He has 
also acquired in the coarse of 
his life a deep faith in God. 

Dr. Tinsley rose fast in the 
checkers league to win toe 
' world tide in 1955. He then' 
successfully defended it ih 
1958 before retiring from the 
competition circuit to devote 
more time to his career as a 
teacher and > researcher at 
Florida State University in 
Tallahassee. But he was per- 
suaded to return to interna- 
tional Chechen in the 1970s. 
Since then, he has regained 
; bis world champion title and 
fended off all challengers. In 
.the past three decades , Dr. 
Tinsley’s opponents have 
managed to wzh just five 
games off him. 


.Until Chinook came along, - 


that is, and threatened to end 
Dr. Tinsley's donrination'of 
world checkers and with that 
to end once and for all human 
domination of the game 
whose known history starts 
with the board and pieces 
found in the tomb of toe 
ancient . Egyptian . queen 
BatcbepsuL 

Checkers has c onte -a long 
way once its early days as a 
pastime tor Egyptian gods, 
Homeric heroes and intellec- 
tuals in the Athens of So- 
crates * day. But, in spite of 
toe modern tendency to clas- 
sify it as a children's game, 
checkers has always been 
associated with the progress 
and development of die hu- 
man mind. The arrival of 
Chinook on the scene is the 
latest and in some ways toe 
most startling episode in toe 
history of toe game.' 

Devised by computer chess 
expert Prof. Jonathan 
Schaeffer in 1989, Chinook is 
fating programmed not just to 
take toe world championship 
in checkers, but to “solve” 
toe game conclusively — in 
other words to analyse every 
possible variation in toe game 
(there are five billion bzZh'on 
of them) and thus prove that 
with perfect play by both 
rides any game should end 
with a certain, predictable 
outcome. 

Dr. Tinsley has already 
beaten Chinook once, in 
1990. But the computer’s 
advantage is that it can only 
get better, and the better its 
opponent, the more quickly it 
improves. “Chinook knows a 
lot more and has a much 
larger database than when we 
fist met, ” says Dr. Tinsley. 
'TVs tike a young genius 
growing up.” 

Already, all the best pnb- 
.iisbed checkers games ever 
played are stored inside Chi- 
nook’s memory, including 
the games of the master. Dr. 
Tinsley himself. At present 
Chinook can solve all en- 
dgames with fewer than eight 
pieces on the board and it is 
only a matter of months be- 
fore it will be able to solve 
Jfc ose with fewer than nine 
pieces. AH Bus makes Chi- 
nook a formidable opponent 
for the world champion. - 

“Usually the human plays 
very conservatively and stays 
out of trouble” sap Dr. 
Tinsley : ,f You don't get these 
tong games I have been hav- 
ing with Chinook. Getting a 
game from Chinook is like 
palling a tooth. You have to 
have a bulldog tenacity. Qu- 
nobk can make and osnally 
does make very inhuman 
moves and often they, are 
extremely good.” 

: But Dr. Tinsley questions 
the argument which says that 
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tonnes of proteins. 

The industrial breeding of 
insects seems particularly 
well-suited to developing 
countries where there is con- 
siderable protein deficiency. 
In these regions, there is 
often no aversion to the idea 
of eating insects and the com- 
mensal exploitation of this 
source of food even some- 


times flourishes there. Thus , 
some supermarkets in south- 
ern Africa offer their custom- 
ers traditional dried caterpil- 
lars wrapped in cellophane, 
or, if seasoned, in tins. Ow- 
ing to the high prices of meat, 
they are often the only source 
of protein that these people 
can afford. 

At the turn of the 21st 


century, experts foresee a 
population explosion leading 
to unrest and /amine. If these 
gloomy forecasts come true, 
the day may come when, in 
spite of our culinary pre- 
judices, our descendants 
would be happy to sit down 
to a meal of coleopteras or 
ants collected in their gardens 
— L’Actualite En fiance. 






Prof. Jonmthmn Schmmffmr (loft) 
mnd Chinook (thocompotmrlbattlm 


Dr. Marion IMay (right) *t toe 
World CZmcRmk Championship in 
London. 


it is just a question of tune 
before Chinook, and compu- 
ters in general, overtake hu- 
mans in checkers and in other 
areas of intellectual en- 
deavour. After all, when we 
speak of a computer as 
“thinking, " that is only a 
metaphor, and one which 
confuses the concept of 
toonghf with that of logic, he 
points out. A computer is 
capable of the latter, but not 
the former. 

“Chinook is getting better 
and better and we are just 
getting older and older,” says 
Dr. Tinsley with characteris- 
tic wry humour. “But it is 
perfectly possible that the hu- 
man intellect could leapfrog 
over Chinook. I mean we 
humans supposedly only use 
about one per cent of our 
b rains . I am going to end up 
at the end of this match being 
a better checkers player as a 
result of playing Chinook. ” 

Dr. Tinsley rises from the 
checkers table to go off tor a 
well deserved lunch before be 
returns for another game in 
the afternoon. It is supposed 
to be a day of rest, but toe 
.games in this battle between 
human and electronic intelli- 
gence have each gone on for 
so long that the contestants 
are having to make-up time 
so as noi to fail behind the 
tight two week-long sche- 
dule. 

Chinook's creator. Prof. 
Schaeffer, a modern day Dr. 
Frankenstein , stays on to 
answer journalists’ questions 
about bis computer program- 
me . In spite of the hot news 
from Bosnia Herzegovina, 
political campaigning in the 
United States and another 
.scandal in the British royal 
family, the contest has 
aroused a good deal of in- 
terest in the press, with news- 
papers following its slow 
progress. Bach day brings its 
quota of reporters and photo- 
graphers to toe Park Lane 
Hotel, much to the delight of 
toe computer company which 
is sponsoring the event and to 
the apparent irritation of the 


young Prof. Schaeffer who 
speaks dSsmisriyely of toe 
“ drivelling rubbish” which 
has been written about Chi- 
nook in some newspapers. 

“I think the programme is 
performing very well,” he 
says. “But I think Marion 
(Tinsley) is performing to the 
best of his abilities. I think 
Chinook is an interesting 
challenge for him and I think 
he is reaching down deep 
inside to play probably better 
than be has ever played be- 
fore.” 


Prof. Schaeffer, a compu- 
ter scientist from the Uni- 
versity of Alberta in Edmon- 
ton, admits that Chinook has 
its weaknesses, but be insists 
they can be eliminated. 

“If you give me enough 
computers, I can improve toe 
programme very easily,” be 
says confidently. “ Time is on 
our side. We have lots of 
knowledge. Our programme 
has at its disposal a library, if 
you will, of 70 biOion check- 
ers positions. And there is a 
lot of information gleaned 
from human books. The 
problem we have of course is 
that Dr. Tinsley has been 
studying the game for 50 
years, whereas we have only 
been building up the prog 
ramme for three years and 
.it's very difficult to make up 
tins difference of experience. 
I think we will take over in 
the game well before the end 
of the decade and if t get the 
resources that I need it win 
certainly happen next year.” 

There is a popular tenden- 
cy, encouraged ' by science 
fiction books, films and com- 
ic strips, to anthropomorpb- 
ise computers, and this leads 
to scaremongering theories 
and predictions that, if we are 
not careful, robots will one 
day take over the universe. 
Good scientist that be is. 
Prof. Schaeffer dismisses all 
this as so muebunfafonned 
rubbish. 

' Prof. Schaeffer locates toe 


progress of computer tech- 
nology very much within the 
framework of human de- 
velopment as something con- 
trolled and directed by hu- 
mans. He is dearly proud, 
too, of participating in the 
cutting edge of that develop- 
ment and progress. 

“If we succeed in this (con- 
test between Chinook and 
Dr. Tinsley),” he says, “it 
will be a milestone in artifi- 
cial intelligence research. It 
took us humans billions of 
years to evolve to the state; 
that we’re in. We had to' 
crawl out of the ocean , we 
had to learn how to crawl on- 
land, we had to learn how to 
get up on two feet, we bad to 
Team bow to develop our 
brain. I mean that’s billions 
of years. 

“Well, computers playing 
games and beating humans is 
one of the milestones in the 
infancy of the science of mak- 
ing machines do intelligent 
things,” he adds. “If we suc- 
ceed, it means we have 
reached a certain plateau and 
we have to move on to the next 
higher plateau, a more diffi- 
cult plateau like chess. And 
one day well move on to 
more difficult plateaux like 
wars.” 

It may not be as farfetched 
as it seems to link the straggle 
, between Man and Computer 
■ at London's Park Lane Hotel 
to the future development of 
warfare. 

The good Dr. Tinsley does 
not, however ; appear to have 
the same faith in the march of 
scientific progress as Chi- 
nook’s creator does. Bat then 
Dr. Tinsley's Bible dasses 
■and the Chnicb of Christ 
back in Tallahassee have 
given him faith in something 
else. After a naUbiting finish, 
Dr. Tinsley triumphs over bis 
computer adversary, beating 
him by two dear points. 

“ Chinook was program- 
med by Jonathan Schaeffer,” 
says toe champion modestly. 
“I was programmed by God ” 
— World News Link. 


13 m Kurdfa: A Contmmpesrmry Overview 

Edited by Philip G. Kreyenbroek and Stefan Sped 

Houtledge , London 1991, £35 

THE Halabja massacre and the sufferings of Iraqi Kurds in 
the wake of the 1991 Gulf War have stimulated world 
awareness of the Kurd 5 as a people and of the problems 
they facc.This has led to a marked expansion in die published 
literature about the Kurdish question , toe latest works 
including the three reviewed in MET .425 by David 
McDowah, and the Kurds: A Contemporary Overview, to 
which McDowah is one of the contributors. 

Perhaps the central reason why the Kurds have still not 
realised setf-detennina tion is their division between a 
number of neighbouring states, in each of which they are a 
minority. This makes a pooling of resources and the 
formation of a common strategy next to impossible. Para- 
doxically, it has been the leading Kurdish organisation in 
Turkey, where the Kurds face a formidable government 
army arid centralised scare, Chat has called for independ- 
ence, while those in Iran and Iraq, where the balance of 
power has often seemed more favourable to the Kurds, 
have opted for the more limited goal of autonomy. 

Sami Zubeida, in his introduction , argues that an 
independent Kurdistan “is only imaginable under condi- 
tions of the simultaneous weakness , nay near collapse, of 
ah three states of Iraq , Iran and Turkey, ” and even then, it 
would need great power support. 

Is this really the case? The fear which haunts each state 
where the major Kurdish communities live is of a domino 
effect. Gains made by Kurds in one state might encourage 
their cousins in the neighbouring states in the pursuit of 
their own demands, and there is the suspicion that the 
realisation of any genuine form of autonomy in one state 
will merely prove to be a stepping stone to independence. 
Should a Kurdish state emerge by secession from one of the 
Middle Eastern states, toe accession of the other Kurdish 
regions to it could only be a matter of time. However tierce 
their antagonisms have been , fear of this process has 
tended to create a community of interests between Turkey, 
Iran, Iraq and Syria, as far as the Kurds are concerned. 
However, it is surety more likely that, at some point, 
shifting interests and alliances will allow the Kurds to make 
the crucial initial breakthrough in one state than that there 
should ever be the conditions for a simultaneous break- 
through in a number of states. 

In the long run, if the states with the largest Kurdish 
minorities wish to have a choice of maintaining their 
territorial integrity, their best option, as one contributor 
suggests, would be to democratise and make a serious 
effort to accommodate Kurdish demands. 

The Kurds is a compilation of articles, and has some of 
the unevenness and repetition that inevitably goes with this 
format. Nevertheless, it makes a good stab at presenting a 
concise overview, covering less well-known topics such as 
the experience the Kurds of the Soviet Union and Syria, as 
well as the better known Turkish, Iranian and Iraqi Kurds 
— Middle East International. 

John Gee 


Passenger to Tehran 

By V. Sackville-West (introduction by Nigel Nieolson) 
Cockbird Press, Heathfield, East Sussex. 1990, 
£17.95 

The tone of Vita SackviJJe- West's journal of her travels is 
well set by Nigel Nieolson in his new introduction, quoting 
a letter from Vita to Virginia Woolf where she dismissed 
India as “a loathsome place without one shred of any 
quality, and I never want to go there again.” Upon 
receiving her letters from abroad, Virginia Woolf wrote in 
her diary a sentence of great condescension : “She is not 
clever: but abundant and frurtiiil, truthful too.” 

That Vita is truthful cannot be denied. The “introduc- 
tion ” rambles on for pages as an apology for the fact that 
no one can hope to capture on paper what the emotion can 
feel. “Language follows (the function of the eye), a tortoise 
competing with the velocity of light ; and after five pages of 
print succeeds in reproducing but a fraction of toe 
registered vision. ” Many disclaimers later, the journey 
actually begins. 

The journey took Vita through Egypt and Iraq and 
finally, many dreadful metaphors later, into Persia in time 
for the coronation of Roza Khan. The narrative is lightened 
by certain moments of episodic inconsequentiality, such as 
Kitchener's shock when her pet dog trotted out in front of 
him on toe balcony of the Residency. “Good gractious, 
what’s that? A dog?” Although she tells this anecdote. 
about Kitchener, the attitude of “ Good gracious, what’s 
that?” tempered by her femininity, is her very own as she 
travels further east. From time to time. Vita stops to muse 
over the little people doing things with their hands, such as 
the potters in Egypt, and they generally remind her of 
animals: “ I felt that, could I but pronounce the necessary 
words, the whole of this gentle community would at once 
be restored to their rightful forms. ” Not only were most 
Orientals only narrowly human, the Egyptian labourers 
suffering the blows of the corbash were also apparently as 
thick-skinned as donkeys — “when the lash fell on them, 
they skipped into the air, but very good-humouredly...” 

When the prose is not too purple for modem taste, it is 
too sampfistic. By dismissing toe whole of India in a 
sentence as “ too vast, too diverse, to be grasped as a 
whole, ” by describing objects “sot as 1 knew them to be, 
but as they seemed to me,” Vita has essentially discarded 
most of history and chosen to be a Georgian existentialist, 
and her constant musmgs as to what an object could be, the 
significance of her surroundings and the naivety she affects 
combine to produce an effect similar to that of Sartre’s 
Nausea. 

The fact that Virginia Woolf wrote to Vita after reading 
the typepseript, “it’s awfully good... / dr'dnY know the 
extent of your subtleties,” only seems , to this reader, to 
serve the purpose of faint praise — Middle East Interna- 
tional. 
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This Week 


JORDAN 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


&30 Uode Back 

Uncle Back becomes the 
custodian of his fate faptber’s 
three children. 

9:10 OvB Wars 

JfctW News la EogUsb 

ifc20 Movie Of The Week 

A-ffes From Nowhere 

Starring: Rich Schroder 

Friday, OcL 2 

&29 Comedy 
9:10 Good Guys 
1&0O News In English 
190$ Colombo 



Kmith Barron and EnaBy Bolton ha Tha Good Gnys 


8:3 9 America’s Funniest 
Borne videos 

9M Perspective 

Ift 09 News In EngKnh 

1909 MM Series 

.i Bonjour La Gaiere 

Starring: Nancy BEE and Guy 
Manhaad 

Antoine is always busy with 
bis work as a composer in an 
advertising agency. This 
drives his wife to boredom 
and she asks for a divorce. 


&39 Coach 

Luther learns the bard way 
that one cannot escape his 
fate. 

9:10 Jongk Pharmacy 

Tbp Western World is be- 
qomingawarc of jungle medi- 


cine and how to use it effec- 
tively. 

Jungle Pharmacy — shot in • 
Brazil, Peru, the USA and 
Britain — investigates how 
scientists are trying to keep 
this ancient medicine alive 
and use it in modem context. 

Tropical forests have 
already yielded such drugs as 
quinine for malaria; curare, a 
muscle relaxant far use in 
major surgery; rosy periwink- 
le, a drug used in the fight 
against lukemia and Hodg- 
kmson’s disease; and catro- 
pU, a major new anti-hyper- 
tension drug derived from 
snake venom. The program- 
me talks to tribal healers who 
claim plant cures for a .vast 
range of diseases and sick- 
ness. 

10&9 News In E ngh faft 

10:20 Cant. Of The French 
Mud-Series Bonjour La Ga- 
len. 

M onda y, Oct. 5 

&J9 The Powers That Be 


Joe Bowman, running for 
president, has a way with 
women. 

9:10 Gone To The Dogs 

Lauren asked her husband 
•Larry for a short trial separa- 
tion and starts working as a 
* waitress 

19d>9 News In English 
l(k20 The Gravy Train 


Tuesday, Oct, 6 

&30 AcropoBs Now 

9dm Mr. Bean 

9:19 TECX 

Getting Personal 

Is there a safe place on earth 
to dump nuclear waste? 

News In English 

1909 When The Lion Roars. 


Wednesday, Oct, 7 

8:30 Saved By The BeB 
The Bayside School wins the 
competition against the other 
school. 

9dm Wednesday Forma . 

9*0 Ouedo 

Going, Going, Gonner 

Wealthy Mrs. Peacock has 
invited Peregrine Talbot- 
Wheeler, presenter of popu- 
lar TV mow, the Antiques 
Treasure Trail, to (tinner . 
Talbot-Wheeler is to value 
her collection of antiques far 
insurance purposes , but the 
evening does not begin well 
however, when the renowned 
expert is two hours fate. 
When he arrives. Mis. Peack- 
ock can only watch in grow- 
ing horror as her star guest 
proceeds to insult her friends. 

10dm flews In English 

10:20 Bangkok Hilton 
The father decides to defend 
his daughter, after being 
notified- by the lawyer. 


on The lighter side 


By Mohammad A. Shnqadr 


DID YOU KNOW? 


• — U.S. President John Taylor married twice. Each wife 
gave birth to (7) tine healthy babies. 

— Birds can distinguish almost all colours, but dogs and 
cats, though have acute eyesight, cannot discriminate 
between different colours. 

— A couple of rats can yield 350,000,000 mice if such 
production continues to survive far 3 years. 

— Without turning its bead, the giraffe can see every- 
thing faom behind. 

— Dwight Eisenhower was one day a real governor to 
Germany. 

— Diamond is the sole gem that consists of one dement 
— the pure carbon. 

— Edgar Wallace who produced more than 150 stories, 
could write a thirty-six thousand word article in one day. 

— One of the book worms could punch 27 volumes. 
Strangely enough, the punch was so straight that it was easy 
for anybody to insert effortlessly a wire through them. 

— If was a prevalent custom in Siam to let loose a tiger to 
attach both the plaintiff and defendant, and whoever 
survived death would be regarded as innocent. 

fr ARABIC NAMES AND THEIR MEANING 


Adel 

Abbas 

Aziz 

Atiya 

Afaf(Fem.) 

Refrahiing 


Saber - 
Sadefc 
Saddam 
Tariq 


Just; fair 
The fearful Boat. 
Dignified; Honest; Strong. 
What is given (gift). 

from whatever is evti either through 
action or word. 
Patient and resolute. 
Sincere/faithM 


without wearing his reading glasses. As the waiter adv- 
anced to show him the menu, tiic great scientist whispered 
in his ears: “Would you mind reading the list, please? 
The waiter, who failed to recognise him, smilingly said: 
Excuse me, sir , I’m unfortunately uneducated like you. ” 

ft fr fr & ft 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 
FAMILIAR EXPRESSIONS 

— Wait far me till I return: Iotazimi hatta a’oud. 

— I cany no money about me: La ahmel ma'i noqud. 

— She loves him above all tilings: Heya tobibbob akthar 

min koB sh ay. , , 

— Tins room will not accommodate us: Hathebi algborfa 
fa iasa’ooa. 

— I have an account against you: Lee ahdk dayn. 

— Write your address on that paper Uktob onwmakafa 
hathebi a/ warago. 

— This food does not agree with me: Hatha aftaam la 
ytmasDxun. 

— Answer me to the point AjButi bkuuvha tamma.. 

— I appeal to God against evil: A’tmfho bSOba 


Assem 


The event 
The protector; The saviour. 


ft ft ft ft ft 

i JOKES AND CRACKS 

-ff The businessman in his concluding note to his new 
charming secretary said: ‘Tm quite confident you’ll be 
capable of performing your job most successfully here, but 
there is still only one thing to ask: Have you got an old 
.pfcture of yours to show to my wife ? n 

ft ft ft ft 

-jr. Two friends met at a psychiatrist’s dink: 

‘ The first: Are you coming or leaving? 

The second: If I had known, I wouldn’t have come here. 

ft ft ft ft 

■ . — It once happened that Einstein went into a restaurant 


■ — He is to me the apple of my eye: Hows a’a 
andi. 


fr ft ft ft 
RIDDLES 

1. Riddle me, riddle me, what is that over the head and 
under the hat? 

2. What goes up when the rain comes down? 

3. A little old woman with twelve children: Some short, 
some long, some cold, some warm, what it is? 

4. What has hands but cannot hold anything? 

5. If s your parents’ child, it’s not yonr brother, it’s not 
your sister, who is it? 

6. It is a word of five letters. Take away two letters and 
you have only one left. What is it? 

7. There are three workers, they have a brother named 
John. But John has no brothers. How come? 

8. Six legs, one tail, two heads. What is it? 

9. What begins with T, ends with T and has T in if? 

10. What is the word that everybody spells wrongly? 


Explain the following 


Sr Judas’ kiss, 
b- Cockpit of Europe, 
c- Laconic reply, 
d- A stentorian voice. 


The homecoming 


By ML Yagnfci, 

Amman — Sept 24, Northwesterly winds swept dark 
clouds across the grey sky signalling the approach of 
• autumn. The heat, triumphant in its relentless scourcMng 
of fields and mountains, had crept away without a warning, 

- leaving cod mornings and cohi evenings in its wake. It was 
: the day before the occarance of ap outstanding event and' 
! all Jordan, especially Amman, were busy in preparation for 
■ the great bcmecomingl Last minute banners were strung 
; across streets joining other colourful ones.that had already 
< been placed . Houses boasted the red, white, black and 
| green national Sags from rooftops and cars decorated with 


\ honking their horns in anticipation of the oncoming * 
momentous occasion. 

Later in the evening after the russet sun. sank below the 
many blue mountains of the city, singers sang to enthusias- 
tic audiences while young men dapped and joined in the 
festivities, crowding around their entertainers. Soon, cars 
and pickups Sled to capacity, overflowed with citizens 

■ clasping nags or pictures of the noble leader and some 

■ admirers even hung out windows of vehicles. It was a time 
that would not be forgotten for years to come and a 
j celebration that looked like ten-thousand weddings. 

Friday, the next day. Sept. 25, the peach sun rose as 
I usual appearing especially bright and stretched out its 
painted scarlet fingers to greet the morning star. The day 
promised to be big and exciting as well, a day that would 
become unprecedented in the history of the Kingdom of 
Jordan. Around 11 a.m., when the sun climbed high in the 
sky, school children swarmed across the large circle where I 
live, singing and clapping their bands in elation while 
. teachers stopped traffic to allow their youngsters to cross 
the streets unhindered and then they briskly followed after 
their charges, trying to keep up with them and keep them in 
order. Some older boys gammed in the middle of the circle 
and to the tune of a catching rhythm on a hand drum, 
danced the debka as they sang the “Hashemi” song. While 
rivers of school-children flooded through the streets and 
parks, more cars, pickups, trades and bases, tilled to 
super-abundance, revolved around the circle chanting 

S ' >es to our beloved King and waving flags or pictures of 
in the air. Everyone, old and young, male and female, 
was caught with a d»**Kng current of antidpation and 


jubilation as each bore on to bis or her own destination. 

The scene that continually unfolded itself before myeyes 
hypnotised me. I couldn’t tear myself away and found 
myself running between the television and the floor 
, windows tr ying Trot to miss out on anything. I totally 
neglected all my duties and became spellbound at the 
masses of people congregating together to greet our 
cfetmgnghed and illustrious leader. J was deeply inspired 
by the genuine expression of feeling that spontaneously 
spread foom one part of the city to another. "Tbe people 
are one I” I exclaimed with awe. “Rich and poor,, cultural 
(ftomprinns and ethnic differences all blended into one 
people, one voice, unified in their adoration of Hrs Majesty 
King Hussein!” . 

The infatuation of tbe crowd was magnetic. When the 
King’s ca r parad ed through tbe streets of Amman, one 
minion hands stretched out to welcome him in total 
reveration , veneration and allegiance. This day, a national 
holiday, witnessed tbe. most massive celebrations in _ the 
' Kingdom’s history. The one million spectators who patient- 
ly waited for hocus to see their cherished leader, proved 
their devotion and love for Mm and renewed their 
i commitment of faithfulness and loyalty to bis command . 

But what makes our King so special? Certainly, he has 
wisely, faithfully and with utmost dedication , led his people 
and hies country through a remarkable forty years of 
incredibly ch anging times. His efforts to modernise and 
stabilise Jordan and to work unceasingly for peace in tbe 
Middle East are unmatched and there is no leader 
anywhere in the work i who is more loved’and treasured by 
bis people than he is. However, as impressive as bis talents 
as master statesman arc, his greatness has not made him 
loose touch with the common man , and in fact, it is hi s 
bumble and kind demeanour that has won the hearts of not 
only his people but the admiration of many others around 
the world. His endowment with a magnanimous character 
provides a constant example for all. 

Around 7 p.m., my two teenage sons returned home, 
tired but exhilarated that they were fortunate to see tbe 
King. The day of bis homecoming is a day I shall remember 
for as long as I live and in parting, I humbly pay my 
respects in saying. Welcome Home Your Majesty! May you 
confimre to prosper as leader of your faithful and beloved 
citizens and may you and your loved ones enjoy tbe best of 
health and happiness! 


Haiti the lonely lion 
pines for mate in Iraq 


Solution* on pogo D. 


- y~ Reuter ■ 

! BAGHDAD — King of 
jungle seeks four-pawed 
female who enjoys donkey 
meat, wants to raise cubs. 
Reply to Hani, B ag h d ad Zoo 
— but wait until die sanctions 
are lifted. 

Hani, tbe fast lion in Iraq, 
cuts a lonely figure as be 
paces back and forth, tail 
twitching, in his open-air en- 
closure. 

At the age of three be is in 
bis prime and ready for a 
mate, zoo officials say. Were 
it not for the Gulf crisis, they 
say they would have found 
one for him by now. 

But with air fB/ghts to Iraq 
banned and no sign of an 
early end to the two-year-old 
UN. trade blockade, Hani . 
looks set to remain a 
bachelor. 

“He needs a mate. A male 
needs a female. This is from 
Allah,” Isham Hamed, one 
of the zoo’s veterinarians,, 
told Reuters. "If you bring a 
female for this lion he will be 


^yery quiet and very hgppK” 
% ^ZooDirechnrHMi Hamza 
‘Mehdi, after whom Haiti was 
named by President Saddam 
Hussein, said last year that 
before the Gulf crisis tbe zoo 
had arranged to bring a- lio- 
ness from Egypt That plan 
fell through because of the 
sanctions. 

"If we can find a female 
Hon from another country, 
we and he will be very hap- 
py,” Dr. Hamad said. "But 
even if we find a female, we 
cannot import because of the 
embargo and the ban on airf- 
lights.” 

Lions once ran wild in 
Iraq. The last was shot dead 
about 50 or 60 years ago . 

Hmti,agfftfrom Chad as* 
cub , remains the sole occu- 
pant of anew open-air enclo- 
sure with a network of four 
accommodation cages at tbe 
rear. 

The enclosure, its peri- 
meter fence raised specialty 
to prevent him jumping out, 
was originally conceived as a 
sort of honeymoon suite. 

"WebuHtitforhimandwe 


• wanted to have two or three 
- farm lies of Ednsfoere/’ Dr. * 
Hiuned said. 

The zoo occupies a comer 
of central Baghdad’s sprawl- 
ing Al-Zawra Park, which 
with its Ferris wheel and 
other amusements is a popu- 
lar weekend meeting place 
for families and friends. 

"On Fridays, we get about 
3,000 people visiting tbe 
zoo,” Dr. Hamed said. 

Opened in 1973 and 
funded by the government, 
the zoo has about 2,000 birds 
r and animals including monk- 
eys , eagles, tigers, wild pig 
and a collection of domestic 
dogs. 

Since tbe end of the Gulf 
war in February 1991, it has 
buiU new cages far and enclo- 
sures for camels, birds, 
monkeys and an American 
puma — which some say 
came from Kuwait 

Officials said some bards 
and monkeys died during and 
after the Guff war when food 
was scarce and Iraq’s power 
generation system was 
smashed. 


."TP * But Dr. Hamed, one of40‘ 
jufo's&ff, said thatidespite Xhc 
tootle blockadp imposed 
shortly after Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait the ammafc are in 
good health. • 

He said tbe zoo raised 
some of the animals’ food 
itself and bought the rest on 
tbe open market, despite the 
expense. 

Mr. Salman , Ham’s keep- 
er, said the lion bad plenty of 
donkey meat to eat 

And yet... 

One Iraqi, a twinkle in his 
eye, .described Al-Zawra 
Park, where families stroll 
and children play among the 
eucalyptus and palm trees, as 
a popular meeting place for 
lovers. 

The zoo, which is currently 
hying to breed a zebra and an 
Iraqi donkey, has not lost 
hope for Hani. 

"We hope that after the 
embargo is lifted and we have 
Bights again and if we have 
enough money that we will be 
able to buy mm a mate,” Dr. 
Hamed said. 


Belgium’s last colonial shop closes 


, By Patrick lannfii 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — 1 Situated in 
the heart of Brussels, just off 
the jRue Dcs Colonies, Hecq 
Congo was the place for any 

traveller bound for Belgium’s 

former African territories. 

Now, tbe mbsquito nets 
are gone, the water bottles, 
stout feather-bound travell- 
ing trunks and pith helmets 
sold off as the fast shopping 
outast in Belgium's colonial 
history doses. 

. After surviving the inde- 
pendence of Belgium’s col- 
onies, the shop has lost out to 
more modem forces — rent 
rises resulting from a mini 
property boom in the dty. 

" The shop was opened by 
my father in 1938 to cater far 
all tbe Beghans who went to 
work in the country's colony 
of the Congo (now Zaire), ” 
said owner Robert Hecq 
standing &mong the remnants 
.of what was once a lushly 
decorated shop Boor. 

"It was a must for any 
traveller to the tropics, ” be 


added. ' Belgian and Euro- 
pean royalty were among the 
clientele. 

Even though Zaire and 
Belgium's other former col- 
onies Rwanda ami Burundi 
daimed their independence 
in the 1960s, Mr. Hecq said 
Jbe always had a - steady Bow 
of customers, from Belgians 
still Bring in Africa to tour- 
tits. 

Brussels had around a 
dozen specialist shops cater- 
ing for colonialists ■ before 
Belgium relinquished its • 
overseas possessions. Mr. 
Hecq’s was the only, one of 
survive . 

"lama victim ofprope r ty 
speculation, ” said 60-year- 
o Id Hecq. "When it was 
announced that ail these in- 
ternational organisations 
were coming to Brussels, 
everyone sam great, it- will 
.bring more jobs; more' de- 
velopment.” 

"But the reality is very 
different, they are getting rid 


^com p a n ies and the ever-ex- 
panding European Commun- 
ity have created a mini boom 
in Brussels real estate prices 
— new construction projects 
and haff-finished office blocks 
scar the city. 

. Mr. Hecq said the monthly 
rent for his 350 square metre 
(3,770 square feet) shop bad 
rocketed ffom around 2,000 
Belgian Bancs ($66) tom to 
22,000 Bancs ($730).. 

The shop is now a shadow 
of its former self — the 1920s 
style art deco interior has 
been -r Mapped, the shelves 
dismantled and all the stock 
sofa. 


mmus soap nao soul, Mr. 
Hecq said. 

. The Iqpdlord, a large Bel- 
gian insurance firm,, plans to 
gut and refurbish the interior 
but retain the ornate facade. 

Herman Buhendwa, a Zai- 
rean who hves in Brussels, 
said he was a regular custom- 
er of Hecq Congo. 

JT teafly used to like this 
you could get every- 
there you needed for 
Africa,” he said. "But I am 
not surprised they are dos- 
mg, they aren’t in fashion any 
more. People now goto Am- 
ca just Eke they dress in 
Europe .” . - 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


ing them with office blocks.” 
An influx. Of i nternational 


nro friendship is like sound health: the value of its 
seldom known until ft is lost 

Cotom, dcr&maa-wriUr (Uunt 17*9 

— Vottmkr, Frtocb writer (ItM-lTK). 
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Renan-Scheffer Museum — an 

for romantic life in Paris 



mr 0 


A 


; Bf CunNe B&bsoe 

t One of the charms of strolling 
r *i J through Paris Is that one always 
comes across some hidden or un- 
known treasure. This Is the case 
with the Museum of Romantic Life, * 
nestling in Rue Chaptal on one of 
“ eslopes going up to Montmartre. 

the greatest painters. The 
pubGc and juries found the 
world of literary and sen- 
timental imagery, which was 
fashionable at the time, iajbis 
. work (“of a thinker and a 
poet,” according to certain 
critics). 

The district in which Ary 
Scheffer lived was called “La 
Nouvelle Athdnes” (New 
Athens). A writer on the 
“Journal des Ddbats ” had 
given it that name because it 
' contained a whole colony of 
writers, , actors, m usician s and 
painters forming the 61ite of 
the Romantic movement 


„ -m, PARIS - — The large two- 
. • oti storey house, with its Italian* 
01 foq! style facade, stands in a 
1 paved courtyard at the end of 

^ ft nr* tree-fined avenue. It has 
two glass-covered studios and 
r ' Pny is typical of the Restoration 
Ycd a* penod.lt was bufit at the end 
°njina^ of last century ami was the 
fy l . residence of the Parisian 
hisZ* Ary. Scheffer whose 

Jr* niece was to many the writer 
efi Ernest Renan. ■ 

Jr. This artist , with his Dutch 

^ jH origins , who made his career 
F'rmce, is practically for- 
gotten today, but, in bis time, 
he was considered as equal to 


which was revolutionising' 
arts, and literature. 

Places in Paris have a 
strange destiny. In tire north 
of the capital, a stone's throw 
from PigaBe, yesterday's “La 
Nouvelle Atb&nes” has be- 
come u Le Qoartier Saint 
/ Georges.” If is now mainly 
known for its night-fife with 
its cabarets and bars for 
prostitutes and gangsters who 
•sometimes settle their scores 
there noisily. 

But Ary Scheffer's house 
has not changed. It has re- 
mained as it used to be when 
tins p ainter held his Friday 
soirCcs there. These were 
feverish, passionate even- 
ing^ gathering together the 
artistic celebrities of Paris' 
with Ingres, Delacroix, Liszt, 
Chopin, George Sand and 
Lamartine. ~ 


Arriving from his distant 


Russia, Turgcnicv held the 
assembly spellbound with his 
accounts of hunting parties 
across die steppes. Birangcr. 
■' tried out bis “Chansons” 
there, that the whole of 
..France would shortly be 

himmu'Tig 

After going to Renan's de- 
scendants, the painter's home 
was given to the stage by bis 
heirs. In 1982, the City of 
Paris, which is in charge of it, 
had the good idea of turning 
it into a museum. - 

With its heavy faded 
drapes, its old-fashioned 
ornaments, its yellowed 
books and its smell of polish 
and faded Sowers, this place 
has the charm of antiquated 
things. One suddenly feels 
transported to the time of 
horse-drawn carriages and 
.gas lighting. 

The museum's permanent 
collections attribute an im- 
portant part to George Sand, 

. the woman writer who used 
to come round to Rue Chap- 


tal as a neighbour. Between 
1840 and 1850, the author of 
Indiana, crowned with liter- 
ary fame tinted with a scan- 
dalous reputation, lived a 
stone's throw away in Square 
d’Orteans where, in spite of 
heesrit, she gave her con- 
sumptive “Cbopinsky” (the 
pianist Fteddric Chopin), on 
the verge ’bf exhaustion, herb 

teas, moth and chocolate to 
drink. 

■ Some 170 items, paintings , 
drawings, objects, jewellery, 
letters and manuscripts (in- 
cluding that of AJbmc, her 
novel which was interrupted 
by her death) bring the “lio- 
ness of Berry” back to life in 
the atmosphere of a Paris 
“salon.” 

This “ old style” museum 
avoids all flashy advertising. 
It has, above all, become 
known by word ‘of mouth, to 
lovers of Romanticism who 
remain numerous throughout 
Europe. This can be seen by 



‘SmloB* to that 


ofMosoMnefcUto to Pauls. 


the number of German, 
Dutch, British and Italian 
(and, more recently, a few 
Japanese) visitors who go 
there every year. 


In addition to hs perma- 
nent collections, the Renan- 
Scbcffer Museum also holds 
some temporary exhibitions , 
which are always devoted to 


the Romantic period: 
“ Lamartine and the artists of 
the 19th century,” “The Ary 
Scheffer studio,” etc. — 
L'Actualite En France. 



By Lara Foyen 
Reuter 
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rhct^ ( COPENHAGEN — De- 
nmark’s Oscar-winning film 
director Bille August hopes 
supernatural support in 
new project which .brings 
together top American 
actresses Meryl Streep and 
Glenn Close for the first 
time. 

August's The House Of 
The Spirits, based on Chil- 
ean novelist Isabel AUende's 
best selling novel, wifi also 


Danish Oscar winner signs Streep, Close for new film 


feature. British actor Jeremy 
Irons and Augusts wife, Per- 
nflh. 

" I hope my grandmother 
Clara's spirit wifi protect the 
fibn,” ABende said in a tele- 
gram which August read to a 
news conference when 
announcing die cast earlier 
this month. 

The House Of The Spirits is 
an autobiographical epic in 
the South American literary 
tradition of “magfirrealism 7 ’, 
a blend of reality and the 


iftzral. 

tt tells the story of a family 
living through the turbulent 
times 20 years ago when Mar- 
xist Salvador ABende was 
Chile's elected president. 
The author's father was a 
cousin of ABende, who (Bed 
in the coup which brought 
General Augusto Pinochet to 
power. 

Streep plays Gaia, Close 
and Penulla August are cast 
in the other two leading 
female roles. Ferula and 
Blanca. 


August, who wrote the 
screenplay, said he had spent 
three years looking for the 
right cast 

“ I must have met all the 
great actors in the world by 
now, and Meryl Streep and 
Glenn Close are the two 
queens of the cinema at the 
moment I am very relieved 
and pleased about getting this 
cast together,” he said. 

Irons, who played opposite 
Streep in The French Lieute- 
nant’s Woman, has the lead- 


ing male role , Esteban. 

Shooting starts in Portugal 
in January and is expected to 
' last 16 weeks. The world 
premier is planned for late 
1993. 

August declined to say how 
much the film, backed by 
companies in Denmark, Ger- 
many, Portugal and other 
countries, would cost. 

“This is a huge challenge 
for me. I hope to create 
something which has the 
same depth, greatness and 
quality as the novel, and is 


entertaining at the same 
time,” he said. 

It’s a story about a politic- 
al situation, but metre about 
the contrasts in the country, 
between man and woman, 
rich and poor, who's in 
charge^ and who's not. ” 

The fame of the cast would 
help distribution, especially 
in the United States. 

August, heir to Sweden's 
Ingmar Bergman as Scandi- 
navia's leading film director, 
won an Oscar for best foreign 


film in 1989 with PeUe The 
Conqueror. He won this 
year's Golden Palm Award at 
Cannes for Best Intentions. 

August met and married 
PemiBa, whose career was 
boosted by a role in Berg- 
man's Oscar-winning film 
Fanny And Alexander, dur- 
ing tire nine-month shooting 
of Best Intentions. 

Bergman, 74, wrote the 
script of the 70-million crown 
($14 million) extravaganza — 
based on the first 10 years of 


his parents’ troubled mar- 
riage. But he gave the job of:> 
directing the most expensive 
film in Scandinavian history' ■ 
to 42-year-okl August. 

August is also keen to try 
his hand at sheer entertain- 
ment. 


•i.*: 


Before filming The House 
Of The Spirits, be goes to >• 
Italy to shoot an episode for 
Hollywood producer George 
Lucas's television series' 
based on the film character', 
Indiana Jones. 
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Jmsr By Gary OB 
Reuter 

. , v „NEW YORK — ftocker and 

nimais J 5? r 

fc . r i Gabriel rs a perfect gerrue- 

•; man, and ties sick of it 
... utsfc. “i ga very booed with that 
sort of do-gooding, nice-guy 
Hsni'i b ittaage," he said in an inter- . 
. -'^ r y,view to puh&xse bis. new 
album Us, hflfed as bis most 
1 ‘ ” personal and emotional ever. 
“That's part of what I 
wou ^ Eke tins record to cfc- 
“ . ..pti- There have been nasty 
\bits and dark bite in my work 
-* 1 ^before but the benefit firings 
-a's s* jet a lot more attention. 

:!.*!* Us — his first album of 
since 1986’s hit So — 


•-» ■- ^ful break-ups with fits wtfc of 
- -? cr * . nearly 20 years, M Moore, t 
U- and with actress Rosanna Ar - ' 
quette. But there's no nn- 
->j: j- seemfy, ungenthmanly gas- 
•jasJw-sqp here. 

?. J r “I fed my part in the (the 
*rbreak-ups) is something that 
' is acceptable to go into but 
there’s staff in the middle 
that belongs to them, to JiB 


and Rosanna in this case. It is 
stuff that shouldn’t be put in 
the marketplace unless they 
choose to, the 42-year-rid 
Englishman said. 

He said he would notmaBy 
argue that the kind of con- 
crete detail missing hum Us 
is what makes songs work, 
but in fins case: “ what you 
have here h emotional driaBs 
rather than physical details. 
My interior is pretty accur- 
ately defined.” 

That interior is coloured 
with striking, varied tones' 
from around the world — 
jipes, mexican flute, 
/dh African talking drums, 
Russian choir — reflecting 
Gabriel’s experience zecord- 
ing '1989's Passion, the sound- 
track to the Martin Scorsese 
film The Last Temptation Of 
Christ 

. Gabriel said the heady 
cross-cultural instrumental 
brew of Passion was a miles- 
tone in h» musical growth 
but agreed that Us, recorded 
with So co-producer Daniel 
Lands, is very much a rock 


gentlemanly confessional 


album, and above aU song - dans as Tracy Chi 
oriented. Youssou N’Dour, rsruce 

He said bis current song- Springsteen ami Sting toured 
writing technique typically the world in support of 

Amnesty International and 
the Declaration of Human 


starts with a groove, as on the 
song Come Talk To Me 


based on a 10-second “loop” 
of Senegalese drumming he 


sings 
•alt 


11 years ago. He 
and plays keyboards 
with fhe groove to 
a song, then bring s in 
other muskaans to complete 
h. 

Musicians from Armenia, 
Turkey, Kenya, Senegal, 
Russia and Egypt play on Us 
along with some Gabriel reg- 
ulars and guest stars Sinead 
O’Connor and Brian Eno. 

Gabriel, in the 15th year of 
bis scfio career after leaving 
the group Generis, has long 
promoted wodd music. He 
co-founded the British orga- 
nisation WOMAD (World 
Of Music, Arts And Dance) 
in 1980. 

Another key component of 
bis internationalism was bis 
Human Rights Now tour in 
1988 when he and such musi- 


Rights. 

Gabriel's newest project is 
Witness, aimed at supplying 
human rights activists around 
the world with handheld 
■ video cameras, fax machines 
and other tools to report 
rights abuses. 

“If you have powerful toot- 
age on video irs very hard for 
governments or authorities to 
deny that it happened,” he 


The project, partly spon- 
sored byReebok, win choose 
among same 2,700 applicants 
and the first kn ot cameras 
w£B be sent out in November. 

Gabriel said the 
videotaped beating of black 
motorto Rodney King in Los 
Angeles in 1991 helped con- 
vince Americans of the 
worthiness of the project, but 
some manufacturers are 
dragging their heels. 


“Whereas Polaroid 
jumped in when they heard 
about the programme and 
provided os with cameras and 
a lot of film, the Camcorder 
Manufacturers have been in- 
itially enthusiastic but in real- 
ity very slow to come 
through. They're afraid it's 
going to offend a lot of gov- 
ernments,” be said. 

Gabriel seH-deprecafingty 
said he bad “purely semsh 
reasons ” for aB these “do- 
gootfing” projects — “Tve 
always had back at least as 
as JTve given ” — and 
r h£s concerns on Us are 
/ personal . 

Digging In The Dirt ex- 
plores deep-seated hurt and 
rage. Kiss That Frog is a 
playful exhortation to sexual 
awakening. Come Talk To 
Me begs to break through to 
intimacy and Love To Be 
Loved confesses to basic 
emotional neediness. 

The record grows out of 
GabricTs five years of group 
therapy. 

“ What I found was some 


anger, release of hurt with 
some anger, and some of first 
was blocking me in my rela- 
tionships and achieving in- 
timacy,” he said quietly. 

“Although I haven't com- 
mitted myself to another rela- 
tionship since then, I think 
Fm better able now to have a 
chance of making it work.” 

The proud fattier of two 
daughters 16 and 19, be 
spoke as any true gentleman 
would of Ins ex-wife and his 
ex-gidfiiend: “JOB and I are 
good friends now and Fm 
beginning to heal things with 
Rosanna, which Fm pleased 
about” 

Similarly, during the inter- 
view in Ins Manhattan hotel 
room, be was the soul of 
soikrtousness, pouring tea, 
climbing behind the furniture 
to unplug an interrupting 
telephone and politely apoio- 
gisrng for a soft speaking 
voice that contains too htuc 
“hjgb frequency informa- 
tion” for easy taping. 

A perfect gentleman, and 
ladies, he's single. 
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Money for songs 


■ By Jean-Marc Dupuich 

.PARIS — First of aB, a 
j '-^received idea has to be de- 
y.-r:. i'^molished. Show-business 
' does not live on a mountain 
.--jZ'^.of gold. The French musk: 

. . industry, which employs' 

&3£00 people , has, all com- 
] , panics together, the annual 

■ turnover of a medium-steed' 

, . )■ firm; that is about 6 bUfion 
^francs firm record and can- 
- - settc sales, . and 25 bUfion 
~ r .!j/! : han royalties. 

Six major firms unequally 
*■* share the market No he of 
:thcm is French. The 
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i, is Dutch and, with 

its three labeb for variety 

music (Poiydor, Phonogram 

and Barclay) has a turnover 
of over 2 buhon francs. The 
smallest, bat a very dynamic 
one, Vbgpn, is Kqgfish and 
■ has remained so satce it was’ 

taken over by its compatriot 

'Em. 

The absence of French 
firms does not seem to ham- 
per French production. 
According to PloBppe Con- 
stantin, the director of a 
small label in world music,. 


Mango, who was quoted in 
“L’Evfnement de la Muri- 
que”: "“It is not the origin of 
the capital that counts. Those 
in charge of the French sub- 
sidiaries have real artistic in- 
dependence, and are-far teas 
at die orders, of then bosses 
in New York or in London 
than has been said.” 

This may be reassuring but 
it does not prevent the 
national production, which is 
nevertheless active and good 
quality, from undergoing a 
mas. Thte is dearly revealed 
by the figures. In 1988, sales 
of French variety music, 
accounted for 52.6 per cent of 
the national market com- 
with 47.4 per cent for 
music, m 1989, the 
ratio ’ was 54 against 46 In 
1990, for the test time, pro- 
duction figures were in- 
; versed, and, in .1991 this 
trend was c onfirm ed with 49 
per emit lor French song and 
51 per cent for foreign. 

It is not catastrophic, bat 
firings are not gomg weB. 
After the cinema and teleri- 
rion, it is a Btfie more of tire 
French heritage that is being 


lost Who is to Name? People 
pant to the FM wave-bands 
which are listened to by 
young people: RFM, NRJ, 
Skyzock, and Fun radio only 
broadcast 5 to JOpor cent of 
French songs. The Ministry 
of Culture a seeing red arid 
talking of quotas. Record 
producers and the beads of 
certain radfostatioiB arehav- 
discmsioDS. The quotas, 
I hrimma, have been set 
at 25 per cent with a goal of 
40 per cent for next year. 

A 


However, the minima wiB 
not be effective unless they 
are accompanied by a 
marketing drive. East Euro- 
pean countries and the for- 
mer Soviet empire, where tiie 
quality of French songs is 
appreciated, offer opportuni- 
ties which certain radio .sta- 
tions have been able to seize 
by going into business in 
Moscow , Prague or 
Bucharest 

. One of the objectives de- 
cided upon by the FIDIP 
(Funds for Intervention and 
Aid to 'the Phonographic In- 


bas been to provide 
aid for export (tours and tire 
sale of records abroad). The 
opening, in New YodLafthe 
French Muse Office (FMO), 
which organised the concert 
in Central Paxk cm July 14, 
1991, goes in the same von. 

Distribution inside France 
also has to be corrected. 50 
per cent of records are 
bought in big stores. These 
nortspedafised stores offer a 
choice Bunted to fhe Top 50 
and to campflatkms of stan- 
dard works. As 80 per cent of 
tip surveys used to establish 
the Top Album arc carried 
out in these same safes out- 
lets, it becomes a kind of 
vicious circle. The FIDIP 
aims to help record shops, 
which are professional 
goanmtots of the _ 
■making it possible to 
new talent 

Finally, the re is talk again 
of I Vo, the tbzmer music 
television channel which w as< 
Uefitty scrapped in 1987 by 
the cohabitation government 
Yet TVS enabled new French 
song to blossom with Rita 
Mhsoriko, Daho , Fanner, 



Paradis and Magna.. “TV6 
was a fantastic hunching pad. 
It had brought a bream of 
oxygen and stimulated crea- 
tion”, asserts Patrick Zel- 
nick, chairman of Virgin 
France and of the National 
Syndicate of Phonographic 


Edition, who is fighting, 
together with other people m 
charge of French song, to 
have a new mask channel 
opened so that the American 
MTV-Earopc does not hog 
the airwaves — L'Actualite 
En France. 


Tamil ppetj 
held captive, 
wins award 


By Dexter Cruez 
The Associated Press 

COLOMBO — Poet 
Thiagarajah Selvamthy could 
have been foretelling her own 
future when she wrote: “My 
heart hangs on a split thread/ 
that could snap any time.” 

Selvi, as she is known to 
her friends, is a 28-year-old 
Tamil student She wrote the 
poem last year, before she 
was taken captive by the 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas who 
control her home town of 
Jaffna. - 

The Tigers are fighting the 
Sinhalese-dominated aver- 
ment in Colombo for an inde- 
pendent Tamil homeland in 
the north and east of this 
Indian Ocean island. The 9- 
year-kmg war has claimed 
17,000 lives. 

Ms. Seli was a third-year 
‘student in dramatic arts at the 
University of Jaffna when she 
was abducted from her 
boarding house on Aug. 30, 
1991. 

Though no reason was 
given for her kidnapping, she 
was to have acted the next 
day in a play that could have 
been interpreted as criticising 
the Tigers. 

In the Jaffna peninsula , the 
northern tip of the Bland off 
India's southern coast, few 
dare to openly reproach the 
Tigers. Newspapers and jour- 
nals are subjected to strict 
censorship. 

The last tiine Ms. Selvi was 
seen was two months ago , by a 
former prisoner in Jaffna, her. 
friends said. 

She is one of four universi- 
ty students among an esti- 
mated 2,000 people bring de- 
tained by Tigers. Among 
than reportedly are 50 wri- 
ters, artists, and playwrights . 

' Ms. Selvi was the 1992 


recipient of the Freedom-To- 
Write Award by PEN, an . 
international literary associa- 
tion that has championed the 
cause of hundreds of writers 
whose works have jeopar- 
dised their safety. 

The prize, shared with Hai- 
tian journalist Jean Mario 
Paul, was awarded six 
months ago but the 
•announcement was withheld 
until Sept. 2 on the advice of 
friends who feared what ; 
might happen to her. 

PEN — whose name stands . 
for Poets, Playwrights',. 
Essayists, Editors and Novel- 
ists — is a nonprofit London- 
based group with a worl- 
dwide elected membership of 
10,000. It sponsors literary 
events and works on behalf of 
imperiled artists. 

Ms. Selvi's friends said the 
writer was sometimes di$ 
approving of the rebels when 
speaking in private. For fear 
of endangering relatives in 
Jaffna, the friends agreed to 
be interviewed if their names 
.were not disclosed. 

“ Her poems were first-per- 
son accounts of imaginary 
people in situations of con* 
fot,” said one friend. “She is 
pari of a generation of femin-^ 
ists fighting for women's 
rights once the early 1980s. 

Her pcom, Rama TVrntf 1 
Ravana, is taken from ah' 
ancient Hindu legened about 
the abduction of Site, the 

wife of the Indian god, 
Rama, by the Sri Lankan 
King Ravana. 

In the poem, the wife dis- 
covers she has been kidnap- 
ped by her own husband. She 
laments: “When I happened 
to see Rama (hanging bis 
mask to Ravana, my heart 
shattered. Who is going to 
release this Sita ?” 
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Test screens for genetic disease 3 days after test-tube conception 


V By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 

BOSTON — Doctors ex- 
mining a single cell plucked 
hum a mkxoscopic test-tube 
embryo can ten whether it 
vriB grow in its mother's 
womb to be a healthy baby, 
researchers report ■ 
^Theoew technique screens . 
for genetic errors when the 


of pist seven or eight cells. 
Tbits gage occurs three days 
after- sperm and eggs are 
pipced in the Erst step of in 
vitro fertilisation . 

i. If the process works as well 
as its developers hope, it 
should relieve the anxiety of- 

^inherited disemes totfiar 
children , allowing them to be 
Sure theft- babies win be born- 


■free of genetic defects. 

The test is the first that can 
check a new embryo for 
genetic diseases. Another 
technique , reported t&o 
years ago , cam - screen a 
mother's eggs for genetic de- 
fects but does not reveal 
whether the father's sperm 
has contributed bad genes 
after conception. 

In its fust use, thenewtest 
helped a British couple who 
faced a l-in-4 chance of hav- 
ing a dnld with cystic Ebro^. 

Doctors used the test to 
select a genetically normal 
embryo, then placed it in the 
mother's womb. Last April, 
shepnxiucedaheahhymM ', 
7-pound Cbloe O'Brien, in 
Burnley, England. 

Researchers said they have 
since used the procedure for 


several other families at risk developed b} 
of a variety of inherited dis- Handysidc ; 
eases, mcmdmg hemophilia, from Hammt 
tay-saebs disease, muscular in London, 
dystrophy and Zescb-Nyhan analyst was 


developed by Dis. Alan H. or to have a defective baby. 
Handysidc and colleagues The new procedure a 
from Hammersmith Hospital very useful technique far pa- 


syndrome. 

Previously, doctors have 
used one step of the techni- 
que, called embryo biopsy, to 
remove a cell from an 
embryo and determine its 
sex. This is uscM for families 
that cany X-tinked diseases, 
which afflict only boys . 
However, its appheation is 
limited to a few diseases, and 
it requires eliminating all 
■male embryos, whether or 
not they are defective. 

The new process allows sd- 


enctic 
out by 


Dr/ Made R. Hughes ami 
others from Baylor College 
of Medicine in Houston. 

They teamed up to treat 
the English couple and. 
reported on tbezr work in the 
New England Journal of 
Meditine.. 

. Until now, couples at risk 
of passing on genetic diseases 
could avoid having children, 
adopt, take thrir chances or 
have pre-natal testing. With 
testing, doctors check -the 


feet is known. 

The embryo biopsy was 


defect, parents must decide 
whether to have an abortion 


tients who are at risk of 
genetic diseases 'The advan- 
tage of doing tins is to eEmm- 
ate tire need of therapeutic 
abortion *' commented Dr 
Richard Rawlins of Rush 
Presbyterian-St. Luke's 
Medkg! Centre in Chicago. 

The new method is stiB 
considered experimental. 
Hughes said Methodist Hos- 
pital in Houston win begin 
pedbrmmg'h late tins' foB on 
small numbers of couples. 

‘TPs still very much scien- 
ce/’ he said. 

Dr. Hughes said the cost of 

the testing is still uncertain, 

but it win probably add less 
titan $2,000 to the pace of 
one attempt at in vitro ferti- 
lisation, winch already costs 


$5,000 to $13,000, depending ' . . 

on where it is done. ** The tesfin# r evealed 
■ Jn ^ initial use, doctors embryos that were destined, 
tried die technique on three to have cystic Bbrosts, ones 
couples, beach case, both that had a sn^e cystic Ebro- 
man and woman carried one st s go . ms ana would be car- 

defective gene and one nor- tiers and ones that had two 
mal gene. If a Child inherits a normal genes, 
bad copy from both parents, In its initial use, the proce- 

he or she wiB have cystic dote resulted m pregnancy 
jBbrusis. and birth m one of the three 

The researchers gathered cwjpfes. . . t 

eggs from each woman, fertiT ‘Vtticcting a smglcgene 
iscd them with their bus- mutation in a single cell rep- 
bands' mgim and then let resents substantive prog- 
them grow for three days. At ress," wrote Dis. Joe Leigh 
that point, die em bryos had Simpson and Sandra Ann 
grown to a of seven dr Carson in an editorial in the 


eight cells. Doctors removed 
one cell from each embryo. 
Then, using a technique cal- 
led PCR that makes multiple 
copies of the genetic mate- 
rial, they screened each 
embryo for the defective 


journal. However, they ques- 
tioned whether the technique 
is always accurate. , 

Dr. Hughes countered that 
the process underwent exten- 
sive testing before it was tried 
cm embryos. “We have done 


hundreds and hundreds of 
cells, and we have not yet 
made a mistake he taut. 

Dr. Hughes added that the 
test is sate. At such an early 
stags of development, aB toe 
embryo's cells are identical, 
and one of them can be re- 
moved without barm. 

Dr. Aubrey ' Milunsky of 
Boston University Medical 
Centre said one drawback of 
the testing is its reliance on in 
vitro fertilisation, which 
often fails to work. 

“At the best of times, peo- 
ple hardly exceed 14 percent 
success rates," he said. 
“Those are cases where there 
has not been any tinkering. It 
is not likely, at Erst blush, 
that this pre-implantation 
technique wiB have success 
rates that are better." 
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Alzheimer- related substance found in spinal fluid, may reveal risk 


By Malcolm Ritter 

The Associated Press 
NEW YORK — A substance 
NnlreH tn A Mirim fir’s disease 

has been detected in human 
spinal Enid, raising the possi- 
bility of Ending people at risk 
for the condition as cholester- 
ol teps do for heart disease, 
researchers say. 

; The substance appeared in 
Spinal fluid and apparently in 
I flood from people without 
(be disease. Scientists stiB 
must determine whether con- 
centrations of the substance 


she related to Alzheimer's. 

Researchers also have 
found that ‘normal human 
ceils in a test tube produce 
the substance, called beta 
amyloid. That suggests 
laboratory tests could iden- 
tify drugs that reduce the 
production and so might Gght 
Alzheimer's , researchers 
said. 

. But other scientists were 
skeptical about applications 
of the new research, saying it 
was not clear whether spinal 
fluid levels of die beta amy- 


loid would be related to 
Alzheimer’s , or whether 
drugs that inhibit beta amy- 
loid production would be 
effective against the disease. 

Some research suggests 
beta 'amyloid plays 'a rote in 
causing the disease, but the 
matter is stiB being debated. 

Alzheimer's disease is a 
progressive brain disorder 
that impairs memory, think- 
ing ami behaviour. No cause 
or cure is known. 

The finding * are reported 
in two papers in the latest 


issue of the journal Nature 
and in a study to appear on 
Oct. 2 ih the journal Science. 

Scientists had considered 
production of beta amyloid to 
be abnbzmal, but the new 
work proves that wrong and 
suggests the substance may 
play some unknown beneti- 
dal role, said Dr. Dennis 
Selkoe of Brigham And 
Women’s Hospital in Boston. 

Alzheimer's may result 
when beta amyloid accumu- 
lates excessively through 
overproduction or insuffi- 


cient removal, said Selkoe, 
who led doe of the Nature 
studies on production by hu- 
man cells. 

Researchers still must con- 
firm an apparent Ending of 
beta amyloid in some blood 
samples from 11 healthy 
volunteers, said Dale Shenk 
of Athena Neurosciences lac. 
in south San Francisco, who 
reported results in spinal fluid 
and blood in Nature with co- 
authors at Athena and else- 
where. 

Dr. Shenk said Athena re- 


searchers got “ encouraging " 
results from checking a mod- 
est number of spinal Quid 
samples to see whether ele- 
vated levels of beta amyloid 
were associated with 
Alzheimer’s disease. He said 
more samples must be asses- 
sed. 

But the Science paper re- 
ports no obvious correlation 
between Alzheimer’s and 
beta amyloid lewis in spinal 
Ouid from 10 people , of 
whom Eve had Alzheimer's. 

Dr. Donald Price of the 


Johns Hopkins Medical In- 
stitutions, who was familiar 
with the studies, said their 
meaning for Alzheimer's dis- 
ease was not dear. 

The beta amyloid found in 
the New York differs chemi- 
cally from that found most 
abundantly in the brain pla- 
ques associated with 
Alzheimer’s, so it may come 
from a process unrelated to 
the disease, be said. 

Dr. Steven Younkin of 
Case Western Reserve Uni- 
versity in Cleveland, an au- 


thor of the Science paper, 
said it is posftble that both 
types of amyloid are pro- 
duced in the same process. 
The new studies did not de- 
finitely identify what type of 
beta amyloid was found, he 
said. 

Peter Davies, an Alzheim- 
er researcher at the Albert 
Einstein college of Medicine 
in New York, said there was 
no guarantee that drugs that 
reduce beta amyloid produc- 
tion would be effective 
against Alzheimer's. 


Pork tape worm added to list of potentially eradicabie diseases 


• > By Joan Sanchez 
[ The Associated Press 
ATLANTA — A pork tape 
Worm illness that has caused 
SPiOOO deaths worldwide 
could be eradicated horn the 
Earth someday, an interna- 
tional task force has con- 
cluded. 

About 50 maWon cases jpt 
fate pork tape worm, ■ ! or 


taeniasis-cysticercosis, dis- 
ease Save been reported 
worldwide. It is most preva- 
lent in less developed coun- 
tries in Latin America, Africa 
and Asia, where pigs often 
run loose in villages, said Dr. 
Peter Schantz of the U.S. 
Centres for Disease Control 

(CDCh, r 

Th&ztapci Wdno *is~ spread- 


through eating pork that has 
been cooked Inadequately or 
through contact with focal 
bacteria, said Schantz, of the 
CDC’s Parasitic Disease 
Branch. 

“One of the causes for 
optimism is the experience 
.that has occurred, in the in-, 
dnstriatised countries^’ he, 
kaklk.'^t \(bas). virtually dis - ! 




appeared from Western 
Europe because of mod- 
ernisation — improved 
education, improved sanita- 
tion. It’s almost impossible, 
for the parasite to be main- 
tained . 

The International Task 
Farce : for Disease Eradica- 
tion added, .the disease ip 
Mafyhte tb&tistnfthoa ietfbat. 
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are potentially eradicabie. Its 
action was reported in the 
CDC’s weekly journal. 

The task force, created in 
1988, previously has listed 
polio, mumps, rubella and 
dra cun culiasis, or guinea 
worm disease, as potentially 
eradicabie. 

Labelling a - disease as,* 
potentially eradjcablc bring# \ 


attention to it that should 
meed up the global effort to 
thwart its Spread, Dr. 
Schantz said. 

The CDC said the task 
force had rejected four other 
diseases for the fist 

— Cholera, a severe dr- 
arzhea spread through un- 
cooked foods and. water. An 
Cpdemiel tifti(liegaufftr^Ta: 


has spread to Mexico and the 
Caribbean, killing 5,000 peo- 
*pfe alow the way. 

— $3jagas disease, a virus 
.that attacks the internal 
organs, including the heart 
Between 15 mmion and 20 
million cases have been re- 
ported. 

— Schistosomiasis, a para- 
site transmitted through wa- 


ter that causes enlargement 
of the organs. About 200 
million cases of the disease, 
.also called snail fever, have 
been reported. 

— Ascariasis and book- 
worm disease, worms that 
attack the intestines. Ascar- 
iasis has caused 20,000 
deaths, and bookworm tSs- 
e^e 1 60,000. * 


When walls can make you ill 


By Paul Janostiz 

SINCE the 1980s, it has been 
common knowledge that the 
four walls of a person’s home 
can make people feel Bl. Con- 
rad B6hcke-Steftens, a pollu- 
tion expert at the Technical 
University of Berlin, attri- 
butes this to modern 
architecture: “The long-term 
effects of a lot of the building 
material used today are un- 
known." 

Brick and concrete often 
have toxic or allergenic addi- 
tives. Instead of a Ere waB, 
sprayed-on chemicals provide 
protection against fire. 
Polychlorinated biphenyl 
(PCB) or /bnn aldehyde emit 
gaseous vapours in joints and 
cavities. The new materials 
impair the respiration of the 
walls and produce sym p tom s 
of Blness. 

It is hardly surprising that a 
growing number of die dis- 
putes between landlords ami 
tenants revolve around pollu- 
tants: formaldehyde in chip- 
boards and iiuula ting lathers, 
PCP and lindane in wood 
preservatives, PCB in joint 
sealants, asbestos in beaters 
and insulating materials, lead 
in water, and toxic solvents in 
paint or vamisb. 

Particularly in the new 
Lander in eastern Germany, 
tenants can expect some un- 
pleasant ‘smgdses, since 
panels containing asbestos 
were commonly used as 
material in residential build - 
ing there. “In the former 
GDR, die residual stocks of 
wood preservatives contain- 
ing DDT are stiB being used ■ 
today," says Peter Braun 
from die Advice and Analysis 
Association for Envirmunen- 
tal Chemistry in Berlin. 

During recent years, the 
courts have often decided in , 
favour of the tenants in law 
suits on the grounds of polhir 
tants in homes. In one casein 
Berlin, for example, the pol-‘ 
latent in question -was the 
chemkalgoAse remover per- 
.chkxroetbylene (PER). Be- 
cause this chemical can cause 
cancer, the Federal Health , 
Office feels that concentra- 
tions higher than 0:1 mHHg- \ 


rammes of PER per cubic 
metre of room air are nn- 
acceptable. In a Eat directly 
above a dry cleaner's, max- 
imum PER concentrations of 
123 milligrammes and aver- 
■ age concentrations of Eve 
miBigrammte per cubic metre 
of air were measured. 

The Berlin Court of 
App cal decided that the deci- 
sive factor was not the fact 
that damage to health, such 
as dried-up palates and 
mucous membranes, swol- 
len tongues, eye inEamma- 
tions and cramp in the legs, 
had actually occurred. The 
cleaner's had to considerably 
reduce the use of PER. 

A tegal dispute can initially 
cost tenants a lot of money. 
To prove that their health is 
at risk, they have to present 
an expert's report, which 
costs anything between 
DM20 for a lead specimin in 
an environmental laboratory 
and thousands of DM for 
complic at ed analyses in en- 
gineering offices . If the suspi- 
cion that, say, asbestos Ebres 
have been released, is con- 
firmed, the landlord has to 
foot the bill. 

The courts often have to 
dedde when and in which 
concentration a substance is 
hazardous. Legatiy stipulated 
cdEngs only exist for formal- 
dehyde and PER. Otherwise, 
.theftareonfyrccomjnended 
limitations . by the Federal 
Health Office. If the poB n- 
tant concentration is lower 
titan the recommended fi- 
gure, the tenant has to de- 
scribe the symp tom s of has 
illness and submit a medical 
jeeport 

If the court classifies that 
person's dwelling as a health 
risk, the rent can be reduced. 
But by bow much? “ If gases 
are emitted, the margin . 
between ten and fifteen .per. 
amt," says Norbert Eisens- 
chndd, a legal expert from 
the German Tenants Asso- ' 
ciatioh. H nodring is dime, 
the tenant can take the fond- : 
lord to court -fa- Hamburg 
and Berlin, for example, . 
landlords had to install new 


the lead concentrations had 
exceeded a level of 40 mib- 
rogrammes per litre. In many 
cases, however, sanitation is 
impossible, for example, if 
gas from formaldehyde or 
wood preservatives is emitted 
from irremovable fixtures 
and finings. The house then 
has to be declared uninhabi- 
table; die tenant can claim 
compensation. 

This could be for the costs 
of a new heater, for accom- 
modation wbBe the place is 
being “cleaned up" and for 
removal costs and associated 
expenditures, such as new 
j carpets, curtains, newspaper 
advertisements, broker's com-, 
missions, and, in some cases, 
for lawyers or for the ienovar 
tion of the new accommoda- 
tion. 

In Mwricb, for example, a 
family moved into their 
dream ' house with a garden 
with a ten-year lease. The 
mother, however, soon be- 
came Bl, suffered from re- 
spiratory infections, skin 
rashes, watery eyes and 


coughing. The daughter kept 
on catching colds. On holi- 
days, however, the symptoms 
improved. A pollutant analy- 
sis showed that the formal- 
dehyde concentrations in the 
bouse were two-and-half 
times the permitted max- 
imum level. What is more, 
the experts discovered mil- 
dew on damp walls. 

The tenants terminated the 
lease without notice and 
moved out. After five years 
of legal dispute the court 
passed judgement in their 
favour. The landlord had to 
'accept the foil responsibility 
for aff damage and Blness 
caused during the years in 
mresfion by the emissions of 
for m al de hyde. Despite such 
tenant-friendly verdicts fire 
courts need not expect an 
avalanche of environments/ 
court cases, since the bousing 
shortage would appear to' 
persuade many tenants not to 
sue. Lawyer Grotb: “ The 
tenants soon notice that jt 
could cost them a place to 
Fve” — Der Tagesspiegd. 


SOLUTIONS! 

RIDDLES 

1. Hair. 

2. An umbrella. 

3. Year. 

. 4. Clock, Watch. 

6. Stone; Alone 

7. He has three sisters. 

8. Horseman. 

9. A teapot. 

10 Wrongly. 

* rir Hr Hr & 

SXFUUN THE FOLLOWING 

sbaah *°s * ie ° d **p a 

IL rW'L IM>,I 


From tbe petqrietf Laconia 

ffiar dislike of talk, unlike were noi 

Athenians. then- eloquent rival 

d-A STENTORIAN VOICE: A verv ^ 

voice.. From Stentor, the herald who^H^f 
the loudest voiced man 
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Two merchants plead guilty 
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(Cfftfbned fire* p^e 1) 

Ibrahim Bakr described the pleas 
by the last two defendants as 
.“positive’' far not only his client, 
bat also for the other defendants. 
He ated their about 

not intending to nsc violence 
inside Jonlan as helping the case 
of aD defepdants. 

Although the ooortioou i was 
fall for foe second day, fewer 
deputies than Tuesday attended. 
Wedn esday’s session was mostly 
attended by family members of 
the accused and other interested 
members of the public as well as 
members of the press. . 

Before the defendants entered 
their ptfeas, Prosecutor Moham- 
mad Hijazi responded to objec- 
tions made Tuesday by Mr. Bakr 
and Mr. Qarrash’s lawyer Ahmad 
Abu Arfcoub. 

In a seven-page memorandum 
he read to the coart. Major Ffijari 
insisted that die procedure in 
which the investigations were car- 
• ried out were all legal am- 
formed to the law of the land. 

“I w ould like to stress the total 
. commitment of the pr osecu tion in 
execu ting the law in text and 
spirit, and its respect for the 
sanctity of the right fo a de- 
fence,” Maj. Hijazi said. He 
a dded that die prosecution “bad 
nothing personal against any of 
the defendants.” 

In his statement foe prosecutor 
was basically responding to 
objections made by Mr. Bakr ami 
Mr, Abo Arkoub to the way the 
investigations and interrogations 
.were conducted, the role of the 
GID in the i n t er r o ga t ion, the 
buggiqg of telephones of the ac- 
cused without a court order be- 
fore the official investigations 
started and a list of other pro- 
cedural objections. 

Much of the hour-and-ft-half 
session dealt with whether it was' 
within the jurisdiction of GID 
officers to interrogate the third 
and fourth defendants and 
whether they had the right to 
order the bugging of the two 
deputies* telephones. 

Maj. Hijazi said that accenting 
to the 1959 and 1961 Stale Secur- 
ity Court and Criminal Laws, 
GID officers are appointed as 
prosecutor-generals by the chief 
of the Armed Forces and that it 
was witliin the jurisdiction of one 
erf the officers, (named as Mar- 
wan Abdul Rahim) who is also a 
prosecutor, to order the bugging 
of the telephones. Mr. Bakr had 
objected that Mr. Shbeilat’s 
phone was tapped without a court 
order but with an order fiWfi a 
GID officer. 

Maj. Hijazi also refcrrcd.fofoe- 
GID law of 1964 stating that nil 
officers erf the department are 
members of the Aimed Forces, 
“and therefore are authorised to 
order the surveillance of tele- 
phone calls.” 

In response to the prosecu- 
tion's statement, Mr. Bakr stres- 
sed that the GID officers “were 
acting as prosecutor-generals dur- 
ing the days of martial law.” 
“This jurisdiction is now 
finished,” Mr. Bakr said, appeal- 
ing to the judges to be fair, just 
and independent in dealing with 
ins client’s case. 


Martial law was completely 
abolished by His Majesty King 
Hussein this summer. 

The draft law on the State 
Security Court, which is to in- 
clude nrilitaiy and civilian judges, 
has not yet been endorsed by 
Parliament 

Mr. Bakr added that the GID was 
“linked to the prime mbrister and 
therefore is part of the executive 
branch, which cannot interfere wife 
the court proced u re since it is part of 
a separate branch, the jucfidal.” 

“The independence of the three 
branches is c oostimrib nal,” Mr. Bakr 
arid. 

He efid not refine the constitu- 
tionality of the Slate Security Court, 
but asked the judges to act as a 
.specialised court, separate from alt 
other branches of authority. 

Maj. Hijazi responded to Mr. Abu 
Arfconb’s objections that it was not 
within the State Security Court's 
juriwOctiou to try -this case, saying 
that it was, since an illegal armed 
gro u p was involved. 

Alter a 15-minute recess. Judge 
Faouri said that the court decided to 
consider die objections and deal with 
them later on as the trids proceeded 

to deewfc the legality of the procedure 
of the investigations and all other 
objections made by the defence 
lawyers. 

The judge also told Mr. Bakr that 
he had the tight to look at a photo 
afomn that was confiscated from Mr. 
Shbedat which allegedly had “writ- 
ings slandering the dignity of His 
Majesty ' the King.” ' The defence 
lawyers had complained that he did 
not have access to this piece of 
evidence. 

Meanwhile, about 40 deputies rep- 
resenting all blocs and independents 
in the Lower House met for Iwo-md- 
a half boors Wednesday at the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood's office in Shmeisani 
to discum the case of their two col- 
leagues. According to Brotherhood 
sources, the participants included a 
uumber of deputies who are members 
of the Cabinet: Trade and Industry 
Minister Abdullah Ensour, Minister 
of State for Parliamentary Affairs 
Atef Btoush, Minister of State Jamal 
Khrcisheh, and Justice Minister 
Yousef Mbaideen. No *** k were 
released on the outcome of the meet- 
ing except that they derided to meet 
again next week to continue their 
discussions on the case. 
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No Syrian-Israeli deal — Arafat 


(Ca ntone d from page 1)_ 
Golan set a food precedent for’ 
Cbe West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Arafat also warned that 
failure at the peace talks cookl 
lead to war in the Middle East. 

“If these negotiations fail, 
there will be no alternative for 
war, not necessarily direct war, 
but chaos in foe whole region,” 
he said. “The West should realise 
that aO extremist elements will 
have the upper band.” ' 

Mr. Ararat also said was offer- 
ing tittle to Palestinian nego- 
tiators and urged the United 
States and Russia to intervene. 

“Where are the sponsor* of the 

peace c on ference?” be asked. *T 
demand that they intervene, as 
they'did during the Egyptian- 
Isradi negotiations. I would Hke 
them to set guidelines and oot to 
restrict themselves to sending in- 
vitations.” 

The United States and Russia, 


principal sponsors of the Middle 
East peace talks, have so far- 
re fram ed from involving them-' 

wli& bave^eeu 
Washington. 

A Synan Newspaper lashed out 
Wednesday at Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s cal] for 
a summit with President Assad. 

The daily, Tishrin, said Mr. 
Rabin’s suggestion “is an overt 
a ttempt to derail foe peace pro- 
cess, sow foe seeds of tfisintegra- 
tion between Arab parties and 
shift foe target of the peace pro- 


Mr. Rabin said Sunday that a 
meeting with Mr. Assad would be 
needed to achieve peace. 

“Without the* issue being 
tonight fo realisation by foe 
highest ranking of both countries, 
it trill be very difficult to achieve 
peace at aU," be told Israel 
Radio. 


Fateh urges world intervention 


(Cantoned from page 1) 
Wanr added. 

She said foe Israeli authorities* 
were i mp risonin g %X) Pa lc s rinram 
every day. 

The Department for Palesti- 
nian Affairs at the Foreran Minis- 
try said last week that foe Israeli 
authorities confiscated more 
Arab land to set up Jewish settle- 


ments and that the Rabin govern- 
ment was planning to settle iq) to 
260,000 Jews in Arab Jerusalem 
in two years. ■ m> 

The department said at least 23 
Arab youths (Bed under tormre in 
Israel jails in the past few months 
and various forms of torture and 
nnhnman treatment were ram- 
pant in the prisoners. 


West wants to seize Iraqi assets 


(Cantoned from page I) 

set up agr ee ments, set up nego- 
tiations on renewin g the memor- 
andum of understanding with the 
U.N, and there are some talks that 
are taking place m the United 
Nations m New York,” State 
Department spokesman Richard 
Boucher said Friday.. 

"But from past experience 
we’re extremely sceptical of foe 
p ro mi s es out of Baghdad,” be 
told reporters. 


Mr. Boucher said it was essen- 
tial for Iraq to comply with U.N. 
resohxtions passed after the Gulf 
war. 

“And if it 'does not, weTI have 
to continue on the oourse of what 
we’ve been doing, and that’s to 
work with our allies in foe United 
Nations to en su re that we avert a 
humanitarian crisis’ tins winter, 
particularly in northern Iraq,” be 
added. 


Iran assails UAE over island row 

> 

(Con tin u e d from puge 1) 


On Tuesday, ERNA quoted 
Mostafa Haeri Fbumani, Iran’s 
chief negotiator at the talks, as 
rejecting the UAE’s demand to 
enlarge the agenda to indude the 
Greater and Lesser Ttrabs. 

Tehran Radio said historical 
territorial dawns had no sound 
haax in & region where most 
states — except bpn — were 
formed only after the discovery of 
oil this century. 

“The people, of the region ... 
have not forgotten (he bitter taste 
of the Iraqi regime’s historical 
in the two wars” against 
Iran and over Kuwait, foe radio 
said. 

The experience should be 
enough fo prevent a repeat of 
such catastrophes, it said, but 
some countries in the region had 
been provoked into creating divi- 
sions over the islands. 

“The rich countries of the ‘Per- 
sian’ Gulf should not forget that 


the aim of those acting behind the 
scenes is not to protect the 
UAE’s interests, but to blackmail 
these oil-producing states by 
making them feel threatened,” it 
added. 

The radio said some analysts 
believed that the dispute over the 
islands was bring blown up as a 
smokescreen to cover up a “com- 
promise in the making over Pales- 
tine” fn U.S.-sponsored Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Saudi Arabia said Tuesday it 
supported all measures which the 
UAE deemed necessary to en- 
sure its sovereignty over the Gulf 
islands. 

In a speech to the U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly, Saudi Foreign 
Minister Pr in ce Saud al Faisal 
noted with concern the failure of 
efforts by the UAE “to achieve a 
peaceful and amicable solution 

regarding foe restoration of its 

total sovereignty over the three 
islands of Abu Musa, Tunb and 
Greater Tunb.” 



am 

in 

sine 


w 

Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Co. 

Tender (No. B/92) 

The Iraqi - Jordanian Land Transport Co. 
intends to sell quantity of brand new spare 
parts for Styer truck-tractors. Customs duties 
unpaid. 

Copies of terms and conditions and lists of 
spare parts can be bought from the com- 
pany’s main offices in Jabal Amman, be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth Circles, during work- 
TrigiSSufS (<38 08* $ 400) for .the sumiof^JD 25 , 
non-refundable, starting from* 3/10/i 992. 
Closing date for submitting offers is Saturday 
24/10/1992 (1200 hrs). 

Dr. Shaker Mahadin 
Director General 





Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Co. 

Tender No. (A/92) 

The Iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Co. intends to; 

sell (89) used M.A.N. truck-tractors. 

-Customs duties unpaid. 

- Offers can be submitted to buy all truck-tractors or 

any number. 

-Truck-tractors can be inspected at the company’s 
garages in Al Azraq, starting from 3/10/1992. 

- Copies of terms, conditions, and technical speci- 
fications can be bought from the company’s main-; 
offices in Jabal Amman, between the Fourth and- 

, Fifth Circles, . during the officiatworking hours (080Q. 
- 1400), for the sum of JCTT00, non-refundable, 
starting from 3/10/1992. 

-Closing date for submitting offers is Saturday 

.24/10/1992 (1200 hrs). 


Dr. Shaker Mahadin 
Director General 
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Take a weekly trip to a different country and enjoy 
the traditional dishes from all around the world.Visit 
England, France, Italy, Egypt, India, China, Japan & USA 


Collect your visa on each trip and enter our sweepstake 
to win a voyage to a different part of the world. Tour starts 
at the Amman Plaza Coffee Shop on the 2nd of Oct. 1992. 
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Johnson returns to: Lakers 

Gdifaraia (AP)L mg every day, as we (fid this) 

— Unable to leave the game bel morning with the guys at UCLA, 
loves even feo fi gh t for hw fifej am4 , tim 


Magic Johnson returned to pro 1 
b asketball Ttaesday, 

Jxss than a year after retiring 
becaoto be had contracted the 
AIDS virus, Johnson announced 
that he will play again ttwu season 
for die Los Angeles Lakers and 
said it was only natural. 

"That court is where I belong, 1 
a no. matter what happens,” John- 
son said, speaking m the same 
room at the Forum where he 
bade his sad, shocking goodbye, 
last Nov. 7. 

“I’m playing again," he 
beamed. “Yeaaaa. Finally.” 

Johnson probably won’t play 
full time — 50-60 games is the 
starring point for this season — 
and he'll be checked and doable- 
checked by doctors who admit 
they don’t know just what die 
/grind of pro fe ssional basketball 
will do to a man with Johnson’s 
medical condition. 

Bat from the parquet floor of 
Boston Garden to the Roman 
pillars of the fabulous Forum, 
he'll be back, wearing No. 32. 
flashing that big smile and playing 
the game as only Magic can. 

“It’s time to go back to work, 
it’s time to have some fun,” 
Johnson said. “I think the posi- 
tives outweigh all the risks. That’s 
not saying there are no risks, 
because life itself a risk. But 
bqing out there, I won't be wor- 
ried about that. If I was con- 
cerned about that, Td still be 
rejLred." 

The mood this time was de- 
ridpeuy different from that retire- 


ment aniypuncement 327 days 
ago. This time, Johnson frequent- 
ly toughed and joked with bis wife 
mid fepoftea, flashing his famous 
trademark smile. 

£ ‘This is a lot more relaxed ... 
better,” said Johnson, showing 
trie bulk of an added 15 pounds 
(6.75 kilogrammes) be gained 
through rigorous weight -training. 
“It was much tougher then be- 
cause I was having to say good- 
bye." 

Johnson's wife. Cookie, said 
she was behind his decision to 

reUrrii “tottd]y 100 per cent.” 

^Since Johnson announced his 
retirement,* there had been a 
steady stream of specnlation and . 
controversy about his ‘future, 
mixed with his triumphant 
appearances hi the NBA All-Star 
game in February and die Olym- 
pics this summer. It was that 
success and the lade of additional 
medical problems that convinced 
Jdhnson to return. « 

rrrhe ■ true test for me Was 
playing against the players in 
practice on the Olympic team and 
watching as I was just getting 
better and better, playing band 
against them every day, going at it 
like it was a regular game,” John- '” 
son' said. "Also, getting bock 
hmfe. putting on 15 pounds, play- 


ing ev«y day, as we (fid this) 
morning with the guys at UCLA. 

Tm feeling good and it's time 
to get lack to what I was doing.” 

. Johnson, 33, said there was* 
never a time after the Olympics 
tori the -thought he wouldn’t re- 
tain, but waited to make the 
announcement because, “row is 
the perfect time. It’s only -a week 
until r uinin g camp.” 

71k Lakers report to Honolulu 
on Oct, 8 to begin preparations 
for die season. Itosir first game is 
Nov. 6 against the Los Angeles 
Clippers. 

Dr. Michael MeUman, John- 
son's doctor and a Lakers team 
physician, said the 6-fbot-9 (2.06- 
metre) superstar’s decision to 
play again would present “a hew 
challenge” in treating an HIV- 
positive patient. 

“There’s some good and some 
not so good,” MeUman said. 
“He’s a unique case. We’ve never 
done this before.” 

Just how much Johnson plays 
will be determined as the season 
pro g re ss es and he undergoes re- 
peated tests. 

Johnson said he had called Dr. 
Jerry Buss, the Lakers’ owner, 
Saturday to tell him he had de- 
cided to return, and that final 
details of a contract would be 
faken care of in the next day or 
two. 

Johnson made his decision 
public four days after resigning 
from president Bush's national 
commission on AIDS and 10 days 
after scoring 32 points in an ex- 
hibition game he sponsors each 
summer to benefit the United 
Negro College Fund. 

He said hu quitting the AIDs 
commission was mre h ted to his 
decision to return to the Lakers, 
and added he would consider 
rejoining the commission if Bill 
CUnton is elected president in 
November. 

Johnson stunned the nation 
and basketball fans worldwide 
when he revealed his illness tost 
November, seemingly ending a 
12-year NBA career that included 
five championships with the Lak- 
ers. 

He was named to the AIDS 
commission eight days later. 
When he resigned tost Friday 
because of what he called a lack 
of support from the Bush admi- 
nistration, he vowed to continue 
his fight against AIDS. 

Johnson’s return follows by six 
weeks the retirement from the 
Celtics of Larry Bird, who arrived 
in the NBA at the same time as 
Johnson and joined, with him ,inl 
leading a league-wide resurgence* 
in die 1980s. The. Lakers arid. 
Celtics won eight chm qxo ilfl ps 
between them in the decade. 

“I am thrilled for Magic and I. 
am glad he will be able to con- 
tinue playing.” Bird said. ‘Tm, 
sure that he and his family have 
made the decision that they feel is 
best for him and I wish him all the 


— Two Furnished Apartments For Kent- 

1 , The first apartment consists of two bedrooms, salon and 
• dining rooms, bathroom and kitchen. 

2. The second apartment consists of one bedroom, salon, dining 
.■ room, bathroom, and kitchen. 

The two apartments are on ground floor and each has an 
.independent entrance, with a garden, central heating and 
.telephone. 

Please call tel. 661658 


TrTTmr 


; A foreign family urgently needs for rent in Abdoun or 
rSweifieh a quality unfurnished villa/semi-villa with 
■garden or flat with large terraces consisting minimum 
■Of 3 bedrooms with -telephone. 

Please call: 

Jordan Property Cons 
tel. 829822/883 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HRSCH 
C1B92 Tntuw Mmm Omen. Inc. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


\ Q.X— Both vulnerable, as South 

• you hold: 

; #06 V’A82 0104 4AKJ954 
' The bidding has proceeded: 

! South West North East 

'1* Pass 10 1# 

W- 

’ What action do you take? 

J - 7 $- With a minimum Opening hid , 

{ you should re bid freely only if you 

• have something more to tell part- 
1 ner. That could be good support for 
7 b {9 suit or a fine suit of your own. 


♦Void 9KQJ 10962 OKI 093 
*63 


Yo£r dub suit meets the latter re- 
!} quirement, bo bid two chibs. 


The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * 3 ** ? 

• — Preemptive 
What action do you take? 

A. — You want to convince partner 
that the hand should play in hearts, • 
and hearts atone. You can accom- 
plish that by jumping to four hearts. 
Since you didn't cue-bid. you are- 
showing a hand of limited strength. 


South, vulnerable, you 

<?J83 0K82 *KQ6542 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 
A.— This potential misfit is eer- 
tainly not worth a two-over-one re- 
sponse, especially since the quality 
a? your six-card suit is middling, 
jfl&w down the auction by respond- 
ing one no trump. 


Q3— Neither vulnerable, as South 
yea bold: 

#6 7883 01084 +AQJ952 
j^pgrtner opens the bidding with one 
C no trump. What do you respond? 

I A. — This is not the time to worry 
£ about points. You are probably de- 
l luring to partner five, possibly six 
J thicks in dubs, and that's better 
^ •*>'■«! a random 10 points. Raise to 
f three no trump. 


QJS — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4AK873 7964 0AQ9 «K8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2# Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You could vary easily be lay- 
down for slam, but how do you in- 
vestigate properly? The solution is 
a temporizing bid of two diamonds. 
A new suit by responder is g one- 
round force. 


J Q.4 — Ae South, vulnerable, you 
hbid: 


Q.8-— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦KQJ10754 7K6 OKS *86 
After two panes, what is your open- 
ing bid? 

A. — Since partner is a passed 
hand, game Is doubtful with your 
hokfing. Also, you don't have much 
in the way of defense. We would 
open three spades. Make one of 
your dubs a low diamond instead, 
and we would venture four spades. 



Regional meeting to discuss, 
wheelchair basketball 


By a Jordan Upes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Me d i te rr an ean 
Regional Committee of Wheeh 
chair Basketball fefr the Physical- 
ly Haadkapped Thmsday begins 
nlMririff ia Amman under the 
i of Chief Chamberlain 

nmoeKa’ad Ibn ZekL 
Representatives from 21 Arab, 
Asian and African countries will 
be discussing various topics re- 
lated to wheelchair basketball, 
including its further develop- 
ment, rules, refereeing and orga- 
nisation of regional competitions. 

Regional representative of tbe' 
Middle East in the International 
Wheelchair. Basketball Federa- 
tion, Mr. Rizek ArMasri, ex- 
plained that the main aim of the 


nwrthw would be to elect a re- 
gfoiml federation whose WOriflfiD 
focus on implementing a plan for 
the whole region. 

. “We wiD be electing an execu- 
tive regional federation for the 
years 1992-1996 to oversee the 
hnp l euien tationoflheplM to be 
pit f a— d bj tie jwtinpriwg icp- 
ic acuUdiw a. We iriB alto be dto* 


• fries, and winselcbair 'basketball 
refere eing ,” Mr. Masri told the 
'Ionian Times. 

Representing Jordan will be 
.Sharirah Nofa Naser, a member 
of the basketball committee ar 
the Jordap Sports Federation for 
the Handicapped (JSFH) and Mr. 
Masri who is also chairman of the- 
rogby and ba sketball committees 
at tbe JSFH. 


Liverpool, Juventus and 
Real Madrid score wins 


LIMASSOL, Cyprus (AP) — ' 
Liverpool defeated Apollon of . 
TimMsni 2*1 Tuesday night to 
advance to the second remnd of 
the European Cup Winners 


Magic Johnson 


luck in die world. It will be great leader in assists with 9,921 and 
to watch Him play again.” Most Valuable Player in 1987, 

Johnson, the NBA’s career 1969. : J ' : 

... .11 •« ... .I*:.* • i 




ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Esgfisb tom, which raped * • 
bone 6-1 ia Ae first leg game 
earlier this month, had to struggle, 
in its away game against the 
seim-professional local team. 

Apollon held off Liverpool 
easOy daring die first half, which 
ended in a 04) tie. 

Tbe Cypres team went ahead in 
tbe 60th minute when Yugoslav 
.attacker MDenko Spoljaric sent 
the ball past Liverpool's goalie 
Brace Grobbelaar with a power- 
ful drive from 20 yards. 

Liverpool equalised two mi- 
nutes later with a goal by Ian 
Rush and went ahead on the 68th 
minute with its secnod goal by 
Don Hutchison, both from dose, 
quarters. 

Apollon returned to the attack 
but minted two chances when its 
forwards failed to find the empty 
goal from dose up. 

Liverpool’s Paul Stewart was 
given a red card on the 72nd 
minute for punching Apollon 
goalie Mkhahs Christophi. 

Real Madrid scored an easy 4-0 
victory Tuesday over Pofrehmca 
Timisoara in a fint-nmod, second- 
ly game of the UEFA Cup to 
enmmate the Romanian side cm 
aggregate. 

Real. Madrid played to a 1-1 
draw with Timisoara two weeks 
ago in the first leg" of the series. 

; ReaT Madrid, which struggled 


in the 'first match, dominated 
most of the game and went ahead 
1-0 in the 27th minute on a 
header from 10 metres by Alfon- 
so Perez Munoz. 

Luis Enrique pushed the lead 
to 2-0 in the 57th minute on a shot 
from six metres. Argentine team- 
mate Juan Eduardo Emaider 
made ft 3-0 when he hit the mark 
■ the 65th minute and Jose Miguel 
“Michel” Gonzalez notched the 
final goal in the 87th minute. 

In Lamaca, Cyprus, Feriuigi 
Casiragbi scored two- goals as 
Juventus of Turin, playing as if it 
was in a “training sesaaa,” woa 
4-0 in a second crashing victory 
against Anoitbosis of Famagusta 
Tuesday night in tbe first round 
of the UEFA Cup. 

Juventus’ advance to the 
second round had been a fore- 
gone conc lusi on after its first leg 
6-1 victory over the Cypriot senri- 
amateur team in Turin earlier this 
month. 

Fabrizio Ravangefli opened the 
score on the 14th minute and 
Jnrgeri Kohler made it two on the 
39th. 

Casiragbi scored both the other 
goals in the 65th and 88th minutes 
of tbe game that local sports 
comnentators described as “a 
training session” for Juventus. 

The game was played before 
6,000 fan in die Andonis Papa- 
dopoulos Stadium. 

Meanwhile . Turkey’s Galata- 
saray soccer -team '-defeated Po- 
land's Katowice 34te a dv M oeto. 
the second' Totrad of tbe UEFA 
Op Tuesday/ 


c. rroH & CO., LTD., ANNOUNCES that 
EFFECTIVE FROM OCTOBER 1, 1992, THE 
COMPANY’S NAME SHALL BE CHANGED TO: 
"ITOCHU Corporation”. IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE RESOLUTION ISSUED BY THE 
MANAGEMENT OF THE COMPANY IN ITS 
HEAD OFFICE, TOKYO, JAPAN. 


ADDRESS IN JORDAN REMAIN UNCHANGED 
TEL. 684761 


H 


International Food Fair 


Friday, October 9, 1992 
Gate opens at 11 a.m. 

Entrance for adults JD 1, children 250 fils 
Dishes of many different nationalities, 
a Grand Raffle with lots of super prizes 
including return air tickets 
plus lots of fun for all with go-karts, pony rides, 
Jordanian army band, children’s costume parade, 
and much, much, more! 

International Community School, KhaMa 
tel.: 841070 


LINUS, THERE 
AREN'T ANY 
COYOTES 
WHERE WE 
LIVE.. 


Y I HEARP 'VmAVBEIT^ 

( VIC? N 

C0V0TE5 

WASWR 

SOMESOW 

H0UJLIN6, 

SISTER 

SAY 

| LCHARLlEBROWNj^NORlNe^ 

“SISTER"? 



Mutt'n'Jeff 


COME Off, Tfci! 90PE/JHQVERI HEY/ SET THAT If HEY, YOU BIG C 

JUNK PILE OFF T.M0VE OVER AND 

feb^STEPoN n!_gZ& THE ROAD. 


mm 


YOU SAW 


AIN'T YOU 
AFRAID SOME 
DRIVER. WILL 
SOC(C YOU 
FOR VEILING 

• nfr Til 


/ NAW! THEY CAN'T 
NEAR ME! IflOTALL 
, MV WINDOWS closed/ 
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iAaian niubs^ Championship 


A1 Wihdat dub plays 
UAE’s A1 WasI Friday 


By Akeo Banaayan 

Spc a pl to the Jordan Times 

luuiu Tnnfan’t tool first ( fiv ision soccer dampfoo* A1 
AMMAN - Jonhn STuSed Ar* Enwrtri b. the 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 





IHALSCRAMBLED WOfiD ttAME. . 
n by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee. 


Unscramble them four Jwnbtoa. 
one letter to eaclrsquare, to form 
four ordinary wortia 




Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LOONY MOLDY CABANA KETTLE’ 
Answer Where can ivou Bnd« good card game on a big 


THE. Daily Crossword * 


Roger Coburn 


ACROSS 
1 Bird beak 
4 Stinging Insect 


12 Ms Logan 
14 Song 
15 eriT 

16 Sweater stuff 

17 Result of 
making mud 
pisti 

’ 19 Pampered 

21 Large arteries 

22 Author Fertoer 

23 Fountato drinks 
25 Aslan monstar 
27 Souk Fr. 

•28 Buckeye state 

32 Put on 

34 Wlfo out 

36 Mrs. Charles '' 

37 MB. address 


iJiBBJI «!■■■ a 


44 — Croatian 

45 DouMa curve vnanwamer 

46 Equal AtRhMsfWNned 

47 Each 

46B«9y aConeams 

SOOffwihlta 9 Gave tor a wfiBe 

52101 . lOFonwer— day 

54 Phases .11 Stockings 

57 P h otoelectri c 13 Dress 


s Puzzle Seta* 



80 Ravenous onee 
83 Shoot 

AiSmal map . . 
wMMna larger 


66 Land of tarmls 
MErridTsslatK 
ttbbr. 


15 Wounded 
18 New Haven 
conpus 
20Anarward 

23 Expertba 

24 Mddta East 


26 Bank accotsit 


MLnaone 
8B Lose fl m m a ts 


■ DOWN 
Hidings. 

2 Run away 

SRewftofa 

•Crtp 

■ 4 Mpve a rduously 
5 Darren 
fPodtseddreea 
TSajekunv 


29 (tarn on 60A7 

30 Rainbow 

31 Haras feed 
32Basement 


SSSrn nnnnn 

HnSS nnnnn 

Sflnn nnnnnnnnnn 
Onnnnp nnnn rr.nn 
• nnnnnn nnnn 
nnn n S nn " nnrinnn 
nnnn 

fJQ^nnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nns» 
nnnnnn nnnnn 

r«nr. n PH n nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnis 
nnnn 

nriHHS nnnn nnnn 
I^nnnn nnnn nnr 


33 Shartn Taytora 
boy 

35 Gooaa genua 
39 Bettor's 


^ Roy's howa 57 Ptene*a#atot ; 

sbbr: 

5?qS^H SSAnglo-Smoon : 

fJOpp-offior. laborer 

'sg Certaki per^r 

g* Transport «1 Setoftofldae : 

S ® Princeton’s y 

50 Vaseitanclo Mann. - 
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Financial 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U5. IMv In hstamatfeuial MoMti 


Currency 

HEWOftK 
■ CLOSE 
bmc 29/9/92 

TOW 
CLOSE. 
d«c 30/9/92 

Surfing Pound* 

7.7805 

1.7903 

Deutsche Mark 

1.4123 

1.4735 ■ 

Swiss (Vase 


7.2305 

French Franc 

4.7755 

4.2050** 

Japanese Yea 

779.25 

779.25 

1 " T" i 

1.3900 

7.3965** 


Enfw Oporing © feMfcja. CMT 


30/9/92 


[Currency 

1 MTH 


6 MTHS 



3. 72 

3.27 

3.12 

3.31 

Sterling Pond 

4.93 

8.87 

8.68 

8. '3 7 

Deutsche Mark 

9.78 

9.72 


am 

Swiss Franc 

6.87 

6.87 

6.87 

6.68 

French Franc 

75.00 

77.50 

70.00 

9.00 

Japanese Yen 

4.06 

3.87 

5.87 

3.77 

European Ganrency Unit 

73.72 

72.00 

77.37 

70.37 


Wd rates for . 


U-S. Mn IJHJHgr eqninlatf. 

30/9/92 


Metal 



Metal 


JXVGm 

Gold 

349.00 

6.80 

Slim- 

3.75 

.090 


- 30/9/92 


Carrency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S- Dollar 

0.672 

0.674 

SierHog Poand 

7.2022 

7.2082 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4757 

0.4775 

Swiss Franc 

0.5474 

1281111®' 

French Franc 

0.1407 

0.1414 | 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5626 


Dutch Guilder 

0.4234 


Swedish Krona 


0.7274 

taUaa Lira* 

0.0558 

0.0567 

Belgian Franc 

0.02374 

0.02326 


30/9/91 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7540 

7.7660 

Lebanese lira* 

0.0288 

0.02888 

Saadi RJyal 

0.7789 

0.7800 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

mom 

2.2900 

Qatari Riyal . 



Egyptian Found 

0.2000 


Omani Rfyai 

T7TJJD 


UAE Dhrfaam 



Greek Drachma* 

0.3575 

0.3775 

Cjpriel Found 

7.5790 

7.5990 


"ram 


Fbudri 


Index 

ES 

29/9/92 Close 

All-Share 

757.30 

. 757.80 

Banking Sector 

775.06 

716.06 

Insurance Sector 

757.40 

159.35 

Industry Sector 

797.79 

797.40 

Services Sector 

278.97 

279.37 


- Pttvwbu Jl. IMS = wo 




LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at midsession 

on tbe London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 

day. 



One sterling 

1.7795/05 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.2530/35 

Canadian dollar 


1.4120/30 

Deutschemarks 


1.5900/50 

Dutch Guilders. 


1.2320/30 

Swiss francs 


29.04/08 

Belgian francs 


4.7870/70 

French francs 


1230/1240 

Italian lire 


119.50/55 

Japanese yen 


5.3000/3100 

Swedish crowns 


5.7300/7400 

Norwegian crowns 


5.4700/4800 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

$348.90 
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Shipping 
rates sink 
to 5-year 
low 

LONDON (R) — Rates for ship- 
ping cargo have sunk to then- 
lowest levels for five yean as a 
result of the global recession. 
World imports of coal and iron 
ore, the main commodities ship- 
ped by sea, have damped as the 
economy bumps along m die dol- 
drams and plenty rtf ships are 
plying for charter, according to 
freight market brokers. 

Bat for grain, a third major 
Class of cargo, shipping rates me 
holding np better as more vessels 
are needed at this time of year — 
the mad of harvest in the northern 
hemisphere - 

“We are nmnmg into a season 
when rates would usually begin to 
improve, bat there is very little 
evidence that they are actually 
going to go up,” one broker said. 

The Baltic freight index, a 
barometer of world shipping rates 
in the coal, iron ore, gram and 
fertilizer sectors, pfamgexJ to a 
five-year low of 1,042 points. 


Arab Banking Corp. may delay 
European consolidation 


MANAMA (R) — Arab Banking 
Corpor a tion (ABC), the biggest 
international Arab bank, said its 
consolidation of European bran- 
ches and subskfiarjes may be de- 
layed by snags in plans for Euro- 

President and chief executive 
Abdullah Saudi told Reuters 
obstacles preventing ABCs 
newtyfonned London subsidiary 
— ABC I nter na tional Bank — 
from taking over its entire Euro- 
pean network were fikely to per- 
sist longer than an ti cipated. 

“When we started ABC Inter-, 
national it was aimed at achieving 
a number of targets, on top of 
that, to consolidaie oor European 
presence under one European 
ran t,” he said late Tuesday. 

“We were faced with some 
obstacles... we were optimistic 
that by 1993 certain of these 
obstacles would disappe a r and 
they (European states) would be- 
come one market,” he said. 

“The way we are looking right 
now at the European situation it 
may take a longer time... we may 
have to live with it bat the con- 
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K,?M 

3.910 

. 6.000 

3.950 

U,1U 

2.270 

. 2.290 

2.290 

31,882 

3.380 

3.350 

3.440 

*1,340 

2.830 

2.850 

2.920 

8,045 

2.270 

2.300 

2.300 

141,404 

2.990 

2.990 

l.OOO 

32,U3 

2.570 

2.569 

2.640 

103,370 

4.310 

4.250 

4.170 

11,444 

4.380 

4.400 

4.440 

•7,777 

1.2B0 

3.290 

1.2BO 

187,193 

3.020 

3.050 

2.050 

342,533 

3.410 

1.460 

3.500 

477,866 

3.150 

3.310 

3.050 

43,574 

4.550 

4.500 

4.650 

1,175 

18.800 

36.800 

36.600 

60,521 130.750 121.000 123.000 

44,222 

3.05O 

1.1SO 

3.120 

289 

2.750 

2.890 

2.890 

25,800 

3.000 

•3.000 

3.000 

98,088 

2.930 

2.930 

2-690 

795 

2.130 

3.630 

2.650 

38,739 

2.110 

2.230 

2.200 

758 

1.850 

1.510 

1.520 

107 

2.040 . 

2.140 

'2.140 

34,518 

2.830 

2.620 

2.650 

4,200 

2.000 

2.100 

2.100 

381 

3.440 

3.6X0 

3.630 

18.108 

1.370 

3.380 

1.400 

. 58.988 

• 8.400 

6.380 

6.200 

.5,753 

3.230 

3.240 

3.320 

- 1,3 

-0.750- 

0.-770-' 

■ 0.770- 

, . ES UcW , 



325,599 

2.480 

2.580 

2.600 

1,580 

0.240 

0.240 

0.240 

11,260 

1.090 

1.100 

3.090 

55,008 

1-330 

1.320 

1.340 

37,550 

0.780 

0.780 

0.780 

218 

4.300 

•4.310 

4.310 

1,008 

1.130 

1.120 

3.320 

3,982 

1.460 

1.460 

3.440 

14,182 

2.470 

2.480 

2.490 

82,584 

7.850 

7.850 

7;tao 

84,097 

6.760 

8.820 

8.900 

10,583 

5.870 

5.870 

5.880 

9,885 

23.650 

31.550 

23.500 

103,848 

5,980 

6-000 

6.000 

470,797 

8.300 

8.400 

8.550 

80,841 

3.530 

3.500 

3.520 

37,847 

33.250 

11.500 

13.500 

20,097 

5.4u> 

5.920 

5.900 

5,124 

0.730 

0.720 

0.710 

2,378 

4.900 

4.750 

4.750 

441 

3.800 

3.800 - 

3.800 

8,097 

2.820 

2.830 

2.850 

2,884 

4.700 

4.700 

4.750 

276,838 

3.290 

3.300 

3.250 

28,562 

0.870 

0.860 

0.840 

38,338 

4.800 

4.790 

4,750 

3,203 

32.800 

12.800 

12.800 

4,051 

3.500 

3.500 

■3.440 

48,856 

1.900 

1.870 

1.990 

8,875 

1.100 

1.100 

1.100 

3,605 

3.900 

2,880 

2.900 

17,353 

8.360 

8.360 

a. 350 

4,326,516 
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3 bedrooms in Um Utheina overlooking a nice view of the 
city: 

Contact the owners directly at teL 826868 
from 10:00 am. - till 1:30 pm. and 
from 4:00 pm. - till ftOO pm. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


SHARIHAN...IN 

LOVE Sr 

(Arabic) 

Shows 3 JO. 6.15. fcM. KUO 



Vg 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 




DEAD BANG 

Shorn: 1230, 3 JO. &15, 8:30, 1030 

THE GOON1ES 


Tel: 67557T 

Nabfl A1 Miwhhd Theatre 


at 6:00 p.m. daily 
Shahrazad and Smbad play 

A quiet comedy for all members o* 
the family (adults and kids). Prioi 
reservation is needed. 

The next show is: . 

(Taa* Waqayimh) _ 


AHCAN 


_ Td: 625155 


Nabfl & Hteham 


The Potttlcal Satire Play r 

Welcome... New World Order 

Show starts at 830 pjn. 




ccpt, -the policy remains,” he 
said. 

France's recent sKm vote in 
favour of Enropeah economic, 
monetary and political union, 
coupled with turmoil in currency 
markets, have been seen as a 
setback for European integra- 
tion. 

Mr. Saudi said ABC Interna- 
tional Bank, which began operat- 
ing in April 1991, had taken over 
ABCs Paris branch bat had been 
unable to follow suit in MBan 
because the transfer would have 
incurred a prohibitive capital 

pmt fat. 

■Plans for the international wing 
to boy shares in ABCs Spanish 
subsidiary. Banco Atlantico, 
have been delayed for the same 
reason. 

Bahrain-based ABC has sub- 
sidiaries in Italy, Germany, and 
Sw i tzer lan d which form post of a 
network extending to Asia and 
north and south America. 

The London-based bank, 
which has paid-in capital of £150 


-r 

million ($270 made an 

unaudited net profit of $8.7 mil- 
fion daring the first six months of 
1992. 

Mr. Saudi said ABCs plans to 
open a representative office in 
Iran in October were moving 
ahead on schedule. 

He declined to speculate on 
possible repercussions from a <for 
pate -between Tehran and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
over three Gulf islands at the 
mouth of the. Gulf. Iran and the 
UAE broke off talks to end the 
dispute earlier tins week. 

"We are going ahead with the 
opening of our rep office, wo 
think it is justified by the rela- 
tionship we have maintained on 
the business side with financial 
institutions in Iran," Mr. Saudi 
said. 

ABC is owned mainly by the 
emirate of Abu Dhabi, the Li- 
byan treasury and Kuwait’s fi- 
nance ministry. Private investors 
bold more than 20 per cent of the 
bank’s equity. * 


Premier asks Italians 
not to withdraw 
cash from banks 


ROME (R) — Prime Minister 
Giuhano Amato, in a move to 
stop what he said was an irration- 
al rush to withdraw cash from 
banks, assured the public Tues- 
day the government was not plan- 
ning to touch their money. 

' ‘The Italians’ rush to withdraw 
money from banks is unjusti- 
fied,” Mr. Amato told a news 
con fe rence. “We are not plan- 
ning any new measures... there is 
an irrational fear that has spread 
and I cannot understand why." 

Bankets said there was a no- 
ticeable trend among clients to 
sell up investment portfolios and 
withdraw cadi, apparently fuelled 
by rumours the gove r nment was 
planning to freeze 30 per cent of 
Hunk deposits. The treasury has 
denied all such rumours. 

Tt is not a rush, bat it is 
noticeable,” the cfirector of one 
major bank told Reuters. Italian 
state television's third channel, 
however,.. said ftere^hadjjeen a 
“panic rush” an deposits in two 
small bank branches operating 
mside parliament. 

The report said officials work- 
ing in the two chambers of pariia- 
ment appeared particularly ner- 
vous that die government might 
impose restrnctive measures on 
Italian savings, despite repeated 
official denials. 

Mr. Amato said: “One tiling is 
certain: Those who are rushing to 
tire banks to put cash under their 


mattresses so as to' protect their 
money from the government are 
doing something completely 
senseless because the government 
has no intention of taking this 
money from their bank 
accounts.” 

“This must be absolutely 
dear,” the prime minister added. 

Bankers said the nimoors first 
surfaced last week and had been 
gathering strength ahead of 
Wednesday's key cabinet meeting 
at which the government is due to 
approve the 1993 budget 

Investors, stung by a one-off 
0.6 per 'cent tax on all bank 
deposits imposed last Jane, fear 
tire government might cave in to 
trade onion demands that it 
should put the main burden of 
redressing tire economy on those 
living off interest income. 

This represents a huge section*, 
in Italy where the European com- 
munity’s largest public debt is 
largely financed by small savers. 
— The trade unions have been 
^pressing Mr. Amato to water 
down his $75 billion package of 
arts dismantling Italy's g enerous 
bat inefficient welfare state. One 
of the three main labour groups 
has th r eatened a general strike 
unless the premier gives way. 

Mr. Amato himself has 
threatened to resign unless the 
reforms he sees as essential to 
restore Italy's international credi- 
bility get through parliament un- 
scathed. 


Russian unemployment 
expected to rocket 
to 7 million next year 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Unem- 
ployment m Russia could sky- 
rocket to seven million people or 
eight per cent of tbe work force 
next year, a senior lofficW has 
said. 

Inflation has hit triple digits 
under reforms started last Janu- 
ary by President Boris Yeltsin, 
bat so far official unemployment 
has been kept below 250,000 as 
the state continues to subsidise 
unp ro fi table businesses that it 
owns. 

Tbe government plans to cot 
subsidies as it straggles to control 
tbe deficit, and tbe number of 
bankruptcies wEU rise, costing 
jobs. Economics Minister Andrei 
Nechayev, said in remarks pub- 
lished in tbe governme n t daily 
Rossiisltie Vesti (Russian News). 

'Tn 1993 ... tbe number of 
people needing work could rise to 
about seven milli on people, or 
eight per centof the work force,” 
he said. “About five million of 
them might be called ‘jobless,' of 
which about 4.7 million will re- 
ceive unemployment relief." 

Under die Soviet system, offi- 
cials claimed that no one was 
unemployed. But the iatrodoctua 
of market reforms has changed 
that 

The number of people now 
registered as jobless is 248,000, 
tbe daily Moskovsky Komso- 
molyets repented. Authorities 
have find mat nearly twice that 
number of people might be “un- 
officially’' jobless. 

Last April, Vice Premier Alex- 
ander Sbokbin said there were 
100,000 people registered as job- 
less in Russo, but that the num- 
ber might rise to 700,000 by 
autumn and 2-3 nriDioa by tbe 
end of 1992. On Aug. 27, govern- 
ment spokesman Alexander 
Uhmkayev said that the number 
of jobless could be 1.5 minion by 
end of tbe year. 

Meanwhile, the second stage of 
tbe Russian government's econo- 
mic re form programme will re- 
volutionise the country's tradi- 
tional cradle-to-grave social 


security system. 

“We must abandon the system 
of government protection which 
has been in existence for many 
years," Yevgeny Yasin, head of 
the working grou p in charge of 
die reform pro gramm e, told a 
news co n ference. 

Mr. Yasin said in future the 
g o ve r n m ent, battling to cot a 
huge budget deficit, would contri- 
bute a certain amount towards 
public services and people would 
pay for tbe rest by using a 
voucher system. 

Tbe proposed changes strike at 
the heart of the former Soviet 
social system, whereby the gov- 
ernment took care of all services 
and pud all benefits, and will ram ‘ 
borne to tbe population the foil 
scope of tbe government’s reform 
plans. 

Russia launched the program- 
me in January, tiffing most state 
price controls in its effort to 
dump tbe socialist system for a 
market economy. 

It floated foe second stage in 
June, promising to stabilise tbe 
slumping economy by 1994 by 
boosting privatisation, attracting 
foreign investment and stabilising 
the rouble. 

The reforms, dealing with 
issues like economic liberalisa- 
tion, privatisation and relations 
with other former Soviet states, 
wiD be implemented over a three- 
year period. 

Russian reforms say public 
spending most be cot ana Mr. 
Yasin made it dear the proposed 
changes would free funds for 
investment and relieve some of 
tbe burden on the authorities. 

“The government is now 
paying for social security, health 
care, education and public boos- 
ing,” Mr. Yasin said. “We intend 
to change tbe system so that 
consumers can contribute to tire 
services they need.” 

He said people would pay for 
vouchers to be used for educa- 
tion, health care or public hous- 
ing. The vottehera would be a 
fern of quasi-money. 


Hughes wins 
$258m Arab 
satellite contract 


DAMASCUS (R) — U.S. 
Hughes International has been 
awarded a $258 million Arab 
satellite contract, Arabsat offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

Arabsat Director-General 
Saad Bin Abdul Aziz A1 Bcdna 
told Reuters the contract for 
bnllding two satellites was 
awarded to Hughes after the U.S. 
company amended its offer. 

He ran tbe uteffites would be 
prepared for lHimchtng by tbe 
French rocket Ariane. 

Arabsat sources said Hughes 
was chosen out of the three com- 
panies competing because its ver- 
skm of tba satellite was technical- 
ly. the best. 

The other two companies were 
British Aerospace and Aerospa- 
tiale of France. 

Mr. Bcdna said Hughes agreed 
to lower its offer to $258 million 
from $267 million and to extend 
the operational life of the satellite 
to 15 years instead of 10 years. 

He said the decision to give 
Hughes the contract was taken by 
tbe Arabsat board of directors in 
the Syrian capital Wednesday. 

Tbe board was expected to 
reacb a decision Tuesday evening 
but it was delayed by heated 
discussions by tbe Arabsat offi- 
cials on the specifications and 
financing offered by the com- 
panies. 

Mr. -Bedna. said the first satel- 
lite should be delivered 29 
months after the signing of tbe 
contract and tbe second would be 
on standby. 

Mr. Bcdna said each of the 


HS601 satellites would have com- 
munications capacity of 18 chan- 
nels in the C band mid two in the 
S bands winch are used for tele- 
communications and televisfofi as 
well as 12 KU-band used for 
computer data transmission. 

This would allow the reception 
of television transmission in Arab 
countries with small dishes of 
60-30 cm, he said. 

He said foe Damascus meeting 
was an historic event marking foe 
start of tbe second generation of 
Arabsat satellites. 

Arabsat, which was formed in 
1976, sent its first satellite into 
space in 1985. It sent another in 
the same year and third in Febru- 
ary 1992 with an operational life 
of 10 years. 

Hughes, a General Motors 

Corporation subsidiary, was a 
late entrant to the contract bid- . 
ding opened by the Riyadh-based 
Arabsat Corporation in July 
1990. 

British Aerospace PLC and 
Aerospatiale of France entered 
the tender with Eurospace PLC 
and Spaceplus Satellites respec- 
tively. 

Hughes did not enter in 1990 
due to its small representation in 
the Arab region but after the* 
company's involvement in setting 
up foe Arab space anti-aircraft 
defence system, foe group ex- 
panded its office in the Saudi 
Arabian capital, Riyadh. 

Hughes* offer included various 
launch vehicles but Arabsat offi- 
cials said foe satellites would be 
launched by Ariane. 


Egyptian factories 
protest power prices 


CAIRO (R) — Textile manufac- 
turers in Cairo have complained 
to the government about a sharp 
rise in the price of electricity, 
saying it could force many small 
factories out of business. 

Abdul Wahab Shnqawi, bead of 

the Textile Man u fact u rers Asso- 
ciation in the industrial suburb of 
Shubra A1 Khema, bought a 
front-page advertisement in the 
semi-official newspaper ,A1 
Abram to ask Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki to intervene: — 

“We are already in a very tight 
spot. The far east offers rock 
bottom prices... (this) could force 
at least 500 small factories to 
dose,” said Mr. Sharqawi, whose 
association represents 1,200 
manufacturers, mostly exporters. 

“The increase' -. was sadden, we 
were not informed of it or pre- 
pared. We have already signed 
export contracts according to pre-. 
vkms prices and it will be very 
difficult for us to honour these 
contracts with the new rise,” he 
added. 


Mr. Sharqsoi said electricity 
prices in Cairo had risen 125 per- 
cent in July and 11-fold since 
1984. 

Electricity Minister Mahe; - 
Abaza confirmed prices had risen 
but denied foe increase waa r%, 
large as Mr. Sharqawi said. Tex- . 
tile manufacturers in areas out-, 
side Cairo, which tariffs are diffe-. 
rent, said foe increase in July was.. 
40 per cent. 

Mr. Abaza told Reuters by., 
telephone: “We did .not raise 
prices in Jnly by 125 per cent. It i». 
not true. They are complaimng- 
because they are used to the. 
subsidised prices." 

But Mr. Sharqawi insisted on . 
his figures, saying the price of a 
kilowatt-hour had gone up to MLS 
piasters (5.5 cents) from eight 
piasters (2.5 cents). 

“Figures and bflb do not lie,” 
he told Reuters. 

Mr. Abaza added. “We have 
an agreement (with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and World 
Bank) to raise energy prices to , 
international levels by 1995.” 


Zimbabwe power shortages 
could cost $1.4 billion 


HARARE (R) — A critical pow- 
er shortage could cost Zimbabwe 
64,000 jobs and $1.4 billiou in lost 
revenue, according to a national 
business organisation. 

The Zimbabwe Association of 
Business Organisations, an indns- 
fry task force studying the elec- 
tnerty crisis, urged the govern- 
ment to take urgent steps to 
alleviate the shortage. 

It told the semi-official Sunday 
Mafl that one way of doing this 
would be to shut Sable Chemic- 
als, a big fertiliser and electrolysis 
company consuming about 10 per 
cent of Zimbabwe’s power sup- 


plies. 

‘The effects of doing so in 
terms of employment loss and 
revenue is far less than the 64 J000 
jobs and foe 7 billion Zimbabwe 
dollars ($1.4 bifikm) and 45 per 
cent drop in foreign exchang e 
that is likely to be lost if these 
measures are not taken,” it said. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from the government. But 
Sable Chemicals warned that do- - 
sure could cripple agriculture,: 
Zimbabwe’s mainstay industry, 
and have ripple effects on com- 
panies across tbe nation. 


New semi-villa, 3 master bedrooms, 2 sitting rooms, 2 
balconies, modem kitchen, nice view, near King Hussein 
Medical Centre. 

Please call 847123 or 833167, 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 pjn. 


(Customs Duty Unpaid) 

Range Rover, olive green colour, 1987 with all. 

accessories. 

Call tel.-. 712596 


FULLY FURNISHED FOR RENT 
(8th Circle) 

Ground floor of a two-floor villa 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
sitting -i dining room, fully-equipped kitchen, private- 
garage, garden, entrance and telephone. 

Please call 828902 


FLOOR FOR RENT 

Area 320 square metres. Consists of threii 
bedrooms plus maid room and washing 
rooms, four bathrooms and large living 
room. 

Location: Sweifiyeh 

Please, call tel. 810362 
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Brazil president impeached 


BRASILIA (R) — Brazil's Low- 
er House of Congress has over- 
whelmingly voted to impeatii 
President Fernando CoUor De 
MeQo on corruption charges, 
Stripping him of power for tine 
next six months. 

The move wiB almost certainly 
end the rale of the country's first 
dneefly elected president in three! 
decades. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from Mr. CoUor, who is due 
to be removed from office in a 
day or two, to the crashing 441- 
to-38 vote. 

The fcrur-month-oW scandal, in 
which Mr. CoUor has been ac- 
cused of lining Us pOdBBlS with 
millions of dollars from a govern- 
ment corruption scheme, has all 
but paralysed the government 
and unnerved markets. 

Vice President Itatnar Franco, 
a 61-year-oki electrical e n faccr 

with 30 years of experience' in 
Brazilian pohtics, w£D become the 
interim president while Mr. Col- 
tor's case is beard in the Senate. 

Hundreds of thous an ds of de- 
monstrators, jamming nearly ev- 
ery major city in Brazil and listen- 
ing to the vote by radio, roared 
their approval as deputy Paulo 
Romano cast the 336th vote and 
put the impeachment bin over the 
top. 

Millions of people watched the 
vote on live television across this 
vast country, Latin America's 
most populous nation and its 
ec o nomic powerhouse. 

Mr. Conor’s support collapsed 
at the last moment and the mar- 
gin oftvictoiy exceeded even the 
most op t imi stic expectations of 
bis opponents. The country's 
youngest ever president did not 
watch the vote, a spokesman 
said. 

“We expected victory but not a 
massacre. This was beyond any- 



Fcnumdo Cottar de Meflo 

thing we had foiseen,” said Con- 
gressman Ulysses Gtrimaraes. 

“What it shows is that as far as 
the Brazilian people are con- 
cerned, this, fellow... has been 
thrown out of the government," 
said Mr. Gnimaraes on Giobo 
Television. 

The Lower House leadership 
mil inform Mr. CoUor of the 
results and the case wiQ be tamed 
over to the Senate, where he will 
be, judged on charges he took 
nations in a mooey-for-favonrs 
racket run by his former aides. 

After a series of legal formali- 
ties that could last a day or two, 
Mr. CoUor will be informed that 
he has been removed from office 
for six months while the Senate 
tries him, Brazilian constitutional 
experts said. 

The vote — and especially the 
huge margin — raised pressure 
on Mr. CoUor to resign and avoid 
the Senate trial. The president 
has thus so vowed never to resign 

and ham fatlwl the imp eachm ent 
drive the work of power-hungry 
politidans. 


Public opinion has turned 
strongly hostile towards Mr. Col- 
tor during the scandal, in which 
die president, through a web of 
phantom bank accounts, tteguBy 
received millions of dofiafe freon 
his former campaign tre asure r, 
Panic ' Cesar Farias. 

Mr. Farias has been indicted 
on charges he operated a multi* 
minio n dollar shsh fund, collect- 
ing money t hr ough a series of 
corruption schemes including in- 
fluence peddling, extortion, bid 
rigging on g ov er nm ent contracts, 
overpayment of government 
purchases and kickbacks from 
contractors. 

Congressional investigators 
have estimated Mr. CoUor had 
received some $6‘.5 million 
through the scheme. Mr. CoQor is 
accused of using these funds for 
personal gain. 

Even before the voting 
finished, investors were betting 
on Mr. Conor's dow nfall Stocks 
at the Sao Panto Stock Exchange, 
the country's biggest, rose a brisk 
7.7 per cent by the end of trading 
doe to confidence Conor’s re- 
moval would bring an end to 
months of political upheaval. 

A presidential spokesman said 
before the vote that Mr. CoUor- 
would speak after it was over, but 
was not an swering the phone 
after thevote and nothing more 
was heard about a news confer- 


During the six-month suspen- 
sion, Mr. Collor will technically 
be president. But his acts will be 
those of a private citizen and he 
win have no power acc or ding to 
constitutional experts. 

Once Mr. Collor is informed of 
his removal from power. Vice 
President Itamar Franco win be 
sworn in at Congress as interim 
president, the experts said. 

Mr. Franco, a former engineer 


imlamted by flip Coflor scandal, 
watched the vote on television at 
Us home in Brasilia, his secretary 
said. 

A native of Minas Gerais state 
who has never -been on dose 
forms with Mr. Collor, Mr. Fran- 
co been meeting in the past 
week with powerful political lead- 
ers to form his first cabinet. 

Mr. CoUoris economy minister, 
Marrilio Marques Mordra, who 
is well-respected in banking and 
in ve s tment circles, has already 
said be does not wish to serve in a 

Franco government 

With his removal from office, 
Mr. Collor joined a series of 
Br azilian presidents who have 
come to ignominious ends. One 
committed suicide in 1954^ 
another impetuously resigned in 
1961 and another was overt hr ows 
in a mi lit a ry coup in 1964. 

Mr. Conor's chances of suniv- 
ing a trial in the Senate appeared 
dim . His own s u pporters have 
admitted his s up port is extremely 
weak in the 81-membcr upper 
house, where, if found guilty, be 
would be definitively removed 1 
sod barred from holding public 
office for tight years. 

If found innocent, he could* 
return to foe presidency. 

Mr. Franco’s thinking on many 
key economic and political issues 
is tittle-known to many Brazt- 
tians. As recently as a month ago, 
opinion polls showed that about 
half of the country's 150 million- 
people did not even know who he 


But Mr. Franco has criticised 
some of Mr. Conor’s free market 
econo m ic reforms. People dose 
to foe president-to-be have said 
be would be likely to use more 1 ' 
direct measures to revive Brazil’s 
economy, now caught in deep 
recession and inflation running at 
about 25 per cent a month. 


Massacre 


inquiry 

condemns 

Ciskei 


troops 


JOHANNESBURG (Agenties) 
— An independent South African 
enquiry into the Bisho massacre 
condemned Ciskei homeland 
troops for “indiscriminate and 
prolonged shooting” at African 
National Congress (ANC) de- 
monstrators which it said killed 
29 people. 

The enquiry, headed by Judge 
Richard Gokistone, also strongly 
criticised ANC leaders “who had 
exposed marchers to the dangers 
of death and injury”, the South 
African Press Association re- 
ported Wednesday. 

Ciskei troops on Sept. 7 
opened fire on about 60,000 ANC 
supporters marching on ' the 
nomiually-independent home- 
land) with the declared aim of 
toppling its ruler. Brigadier Oupa 
-Gqozo. 

Judge Goldstone said^jn-his 
report: "Indiscriminate and pro- 
longed shooting at innocent de- 
monstrators is morally and legally 
indefensible and is: deserving of 
the strongest censure.' 1 . 

“When the crowd m that area 
turned to flee... foe continued 
and prolonged firing wa$ quite 
unjustifiable and unlawful?* 
Judge Gokistone, appointed 
last year to head a co mm is si on of 
enquiry to look into violence in 
South Africa, was asked by Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk to conduct 
an independent investigation of 
the Bisho killings. J 

The report said the action njr a 
Co mmuni st Party leader, Rorfiie 
Kasrils, in leading a group; of 
demonstrators through a gap in a 
fence blocking the demonstrators 
"was the immediate cause ;Of 
what followed.” - 5 

It said his action was “regrett- 
able and Ir re sp on s i ble" and the 
ANC should publicly censure Mr. 
Kasrils and others who had ex- 
posed the marchers to the danger 
of death or 'injury. 

The report raid inarch leaders 
could not have anticipated the 
“almost unbelievable response” 
of the Ciskti soldiers, but noted 
that a violent response had beeh 
anticipated days ahead. "Jjj 
Meanwhile, three black hooter 
land "leaders Tuesday attacked 
last weekend's government- ANC 
summit as a bid to hijack political 
negotiations. * .. I 

The dispute illustrates foe in-} 
creasing political fragmentation! 
in South Africa, where talks on: 


ending apartheid collapsed three* 


months ago. 

Leaders of the Kwazulu, Ciskei 
and Bophuthatswana black 
homelands said they rejected 
agreements reached Saturday 
between Mr. De Berk's govern- 
ment and ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela. 

The De Ktark-Mandela meet- 
ing was seen as an important first 
step toward resuming black-while 
negotiations. The leaders said 
they m ad e progress on halting 
chronic violence that has killed 
.thousands of people and ob- 
structed efforts to negotiate tire 
end of white minority rale. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ukrainian premier offers to quit 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine's conservative Prime Minister Vitold 
Fokin, widely blamed for delays in market reforms, offered to 
resign Wednesday to prevent a full-blown political crisis. But 
opposition leaders in parliament said they would not let np the 
pressure until foe entire gover n ment went with him. Mr. Fokin, a 
former Communist official, blamed a smear campaign backed by 
the “yellow press” for his decision. “This has been brewing for a 
long time and I see that there is no sign of it ending,” he told 
Reuters in an interview. This is die only way to e nsur e peace and 
consensus in the country. I was happy to have been the first 
premier of an independent Ukraine.” Vyacheslav Chernovfl, 
bead of the nationalist Rukh Movement, said the de p a rture of 
Mr. Fokin was not enough. “The whole government must 
resign,” he told reporters at parliament President Leonid 
Kravchuk, himself a former Communist boss, announced Mr. 
Fokin’s derision to parliament, prompting a round of cheers and 
applause. Parliament must now vote on whether to accept. Mr. 
Kravchuk said that be expected 18 cabinet members out of a total 
of 42 to be replaced along with Mr. Fokin, 60, a veteran 
Communist Party, official when Ukraine was under Soviet rale. 


Russian troops take Dushanbe Airport 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian troops seized control of the airport in 
Dushanbe, capital of war-torn Tajikistan, and shooting was 
reported around the city, an army spokesman said Wednesday. 
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Ozone 


hole over 


Antarctica 


’is as big 
as North 


America’ 


Akbarsho Iskandarov,'foe acting president of foe Central Asian 
republic, said in two separate messages to CIS leaders and the 


United Nations that he was powerless to stop bloody fighting and 
asked for help, Interfax News Agency said. “The conflict in the 
south of Tajikistan is -growing. It can have unpredictable 
consequences not only for Tajikistan, but also for foe Common- 
wealth states and, possibly, for the whole world community,” 
Interfax quoted him as saying. Mr. Iskandarov urged the leaders 
of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) to ta k e 
“urgent measures to render active help to foe government to 
normalising the Situation on Tajik soiL” 


Thai cabinet pledges consensus rule 


BANGKOK (R) — The cabinet of Prime Minister Oman Lekpai 
-says consensus will rule in Thailand after decades of powerful 
individual dictating government policy. “The era of the economic 
tsar is over,” Deputy Prime Minister Amnuay Vlravan, a key 
member of Mr. Oman’s economic team, told r ep or t e rs. His 
sentiments were echoed for external relations by Foreign Minister 
Prason Soonriri. The five-party coalition government, with 
neutral bankers in economic positions, was approved by Kin g 
Dhumibol Adulyadej Tuesday night. It will be sworn in Thursday. 
Mr. Oman put together a coalition made up mainly of parties that 
campaigned for Sept. 13 general elections with pledges to end the 
traditional domination of Thai politics by the military. 


S.Korea uncovers biggest spy ring 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean spy catchers said Wednesday they 
bad antested 61 people in the biggest coup against Communist 
agents for North Korea since the 1950-53 Korean War. An official 
for the Agency for National Security Planning (NSP) said it had 
uncovered a huge spy ring winch aimed to establish a faction of 
North Korea's Labour Party in the South. The official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said the ring had a suspected 
membership of 5,000 and had been revealed after months of 
investigating hundreds of people, including politicians, scholars 
and dissidents. South Korea has announced several arrests this 
month, including some prominent dissidents, revealing details of 
the sometimes bizarre world of North-Sooth Korean 
espionage. The NSP accused well-known dissident Kim Nak- 
Cnoong, a former political party leader, of spying for foe North 
for 36 years. Evidence of his activities included die discovery of 1 
million in cadi hidden under a soy sauce jar in his bad: yard. A 
search of Mr. Kim’s property afro unearthed a North Korean- 
made shoyel and a cache of deer bora, considered a male sexual 
sti m ulant, which the NSP alleges was a present to Kim from North 
Korea’; Stalinist leader Kim B-Sung. 


Time ticks away at N. Ireland talks 


BELFAST (R)-— Northern Ireland peace talks resumed Wednes- 
day with time ticking away and attitudes hardening on all sides. 
Despite last weefc'tf boycott by haitflme Protestant unionists and 
fears that die delicate negotiations are in imm in ent danger of 
collapse, British officials remain doggedly optimistic. “I think we 
are on the brink of a very happy future for Northern Ireland,” the 
province’s Political Affairs Munster Jeremy Hanley “We ere 

in a very hard negotiating phase at the moment and everybody is 
playing as hard as possible for an agreed solution,” Ire said in the 
read-up to tire latest session at tire grandiose Stormont Parliament 
building overlooking Belfast. “As long as we get the agreement 
on behalf of all parties, foe occasional skirmish on the way to 
success will be forgotten,” Mr. Hanley said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
“ozone bole” over Antarctica ex- 
panded by 15 per cent in 1992 and 
is now nearly the rize of foe entire 
North American continent, the 
U.S. space agency said. 

The space agency raid pre- 
liminary results from its ozone 
mapping project aboard the 
Nimbus-7 satellite showed the 
Antartic ozone hole measured 
8.9 million square miles (23 mfl- 
lion sq km) on Sept. 23, up from 
7.7 million square miles (20 mil- 
lion sq km) m 1991. 

The data, which showed large 
ozone depletions for the fifth year 
since 1986, made the ozone hole 
over Antartica the largest on 
record, it said. 

The surface area of the entire 
North American continent is 9.4 
minion sq miles (24 million sq 
km). Antarctica has a total sur- 
face area of 5.1 million sq miles 
(13 million sq km). 

Ozone makes np a thin protec- 
tive layer in the Earth's upper 
atmosphere, abosrbing harsh 
ultraviolet rays from the sun and 
preventing them from reaching 
the earth, where they would 
cause damage to plants and in- 
crease the risk of skin cancer. 

In the lower atmosphere; 
ozone is a health hazard and the 
prime constituent of urban smog. 

Scientists believe the main fac- 
tor contributing to tire spreading 
“ozone hole” is a family of in- 
dustrial compounds known as 
cblorofluorocarbons (CFCs),- 
wirich include the coolant used in 
air conditioners and refrigerators. 

The space agency, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration (NASA), said the hole 
may also have increased in size in 
1992 due to the continued after- 
effects of the eruption of Mount 
Pqjatuba in the Philippines 



A view of foe Subic Bay Naval Bast la the M tippi nt s 


U.S. hands over base to Philippines 


"SUBIC BAY, Philippines (R) — 
The United States lowered the 
American flag over its Subic Bay 
Base for the last time Wednesday 
and formally handed over foe 
giant naval complex to the Pfatttp-. 
pines. 

Steady drizzle drenched 
around 150 diplomats and milit- 
ary officials as a U.S. Navy band 
rang down the curtain on nearly a 
century of U.S. military presence 
at the base. 

“This is in some way a sad 
day,” new U.S. Ambassador 
Richard Solomon told the cere- 
mony at foe base’s Tappan Park. 

“While we regret leaving this 
g re at naval base, which is without 
equal anywhere in the world, we 
respect the fact that the Ramos 
government understands the 
tenor of the times. 

“It is our hope that the excel- 
lent harbour and valuable faefli- 
tnes that we are leaving behind 
will now cont ri bute to the econo- 
uric development of the Phflq>* 
pines.” 

Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos, a graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, 
was not there to hear Mr. Sdo- 


Tbe brief ceremony on a circu- 
lar platform surrounded by 
American flags effectively signal- 
led the end of an era when 
.Washington saw tire Philippines 


mon. 


as a major bulwark of its ( 
military might. 

The last 1,200 to 1,300 Amer- 
ican servicemen are fore to leave" 
the nearby Gobi Point Naval Air 
Station in November. 

Washington wanted to stay at 
Subic and other bases in the 
Philippines for 10 more years, but. 
uas faced 1 to leave after the Philip- 
pine Senate refused a year ago to. 
ratify a new bases treaty. 

Mr. Solomon, underlining tire 
changed relationship, said “The 
U.S. -Philippine p ar tner s hip will 
increasingly be based on econo- 
mic and commercial relations, 
cultural contacts and human 
ties.” 

That will not stop Washington 
trying to negotiate some form of 
continued access to tire fine, 
natural harbour of Subic Bay and 
tire air station under the umbrella 
of the 1951 mutual defence treaty 
that still binds the two nations. 

Talks cm access are expected to 
play a bag part in a meeting of 
senior military officials of the two 


countries in Manila in November. 

The Philippines government 
plans to turn foe 14,400-acre base 
into a free port, ship repair yard, 
commercial harbour and indust- 
rial zone. 

It hopes up to $8 billion wrath 
of facilities bring left behind by 
the Americans mil woo enough, 
inv e stment to soak up 4,000 jobs 
being lost at the base and many 
more in nearby Okmgapo. 

But first the government must 
prevent Subic falling prey , to the 
looters that destroyed the U.S. 
Qark Air Base when volcanic ash 
from erupting Mount Pinatnbo 
forced foe Americans to abandon 
the facility last year! 

Okmgapo Mayor Richard Gor- 
don, who is in charge of taming 
foe Philippines dream of Subic 
becoming an industrial centre 
into reamy, pledged to protect 
the base. 

But at a news conference later 
Mr. Gordon acknowledged there 
had already been efforts to steal 
eq uipm ent. 

Some people tried to remove 
navigational equipment on 
Grande Bland in Subic Bay Tues- 
day, but it had been recovered, 
be said. 


Lawyar denies . 
princess Stephanie :/ 
wedding rumours 


f/ 


MONACO (R) — A lawyer fcr*j . 
Princess Stephanie has denied" 


.rumours buzzing through foe 


Sarajevo quiet, but no sign of airlift 


•SARAJEVO (R) — Widespread 
fighting was reported across 
Bosma-Herzegovina Wednesday, 
but Sarajevo was quiet as its 
trapped inhabitants waited in 
hope that the U.N. relief airlift 
might be about to restart.! • 

A U.S. government official 
said Tuesday foe airlift, sus- 
■pended for nearly a month de- 
spite the desperate need of the 
380,000 people in the besieged 
capital, was likely to resume be- 
fore tire weekend. 

Radio Sarai" o repeatedly said 
the resu^r* was imminent, 

but U 1 . s at the airport 

said ' "’en notified of 

any .. ^ in Wednes- 

day. 

Sarajevo Airnort is in daily use 
by United ms planes car- 

rying equip niCi. .nd personnel. 

But the 19 nations which oper- 
ated the air bridge until it ms ■ 
suspended on Sept. 3 following 
foe shooting down of an Italian 
relief plane have been reluctant 
to restart it without stronger 
security guarantees. 

Their fears were reinforced by 
an incident in Croatia on Tuesday 
when two U.N. helicopters came 
im dcr anti-aircraft fire. 

The shooting was a pp ar e n t l y 
unauthorised and the soldier re- 
sponsible has been arrested by 
Croatian authorities. But it was a 
reminder that the former Yugos- 
lav republics are full of guns, 
many of them under Kttie c entra l 
control. 

Sarajevo’s need for aid in- 
creases daily. Stocks of food held 
by relief agencies are almost ex- 
hausted and inhabitants have 
been without electricity or run- 
ning water for tire past three 
days. 

The radio, ackfing to public 
feeling against tire UN. pre- 
sence, told listeners foe power 
was stQl off because U.N. troops 
had declined to protect engineers 
trying to repair supply lines. 

Apart from a few mortar 
bombs in northern areas," 
Sarajevo was unusually - quiet 


Wednesday, and the army com- 
mand centre had no new reports 
on fitting elsewhere. 

But Belgrade-based Tan jug' 
News Agency carried extensive 
reports from tire Serbian side. 

* It said fighting had flared up in 
southwest Herzegovina, near 
Croatia’s Adriatic coast, and that 
mortals, tanks and afl kinds of 
small arms had been in use along 
a line between Gapljina and Sto- 
lac and the surrounding region. 

There had been exchanges of 
fire on the Trebinje front and 
between Mortar and Nevesmje, it 
said. 

. Further east, in the regions of 
Kafinovik, Foca, Gorazde and 
Visegrad. the Serb command said 
Muslim forces had tried to recap- 
ture positions lost in battles in 
previous days, but failed. 

Tanjug afro spoke of fierce 
fighting in tire north around 
Bosanski Brod and Gradacac and 
tire central town of Maglaj, but 

gave no details. 

The reports, all unconfirmed, 
were in fine with recent indica- 
tions that the Serbs are trying to 
consolidate their supply Tines and 
seethe their gains before the win- 
ter makes movement difficult and 
reduces the scale of fighting. 

Hopes of a trace before winter 
have been raised by the current 
spate of diplomatic contacts be- 
tween leaders of tire waning 
sides. 

Earlier this week Bosnia’s 
Muslim President Afija Izetbego-' 
vie met international peace 
mediators Cyras Vance and Lord 
Owen, co-chairmen of the Gene- 
va peace conference, and made a 
provisional ce as efire offer. He 
then went to Zagreb for talks 
with Croatian President Franjo 
Todjman. 

Mr. Todjman and Yugoslav 
President Dobrica Cone are bow ia 
Geneva. Their meetings with the 
negotiators are likely to concen- 
trate on foe Croatian issue, but 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic is afro in the Swiss city, 
and his deputy told rep orters 


Tuesday; 

“There will be m m eth i ng im- 


portant from Dr. Karadzic's visit 
to Geneva. Yon will see.” 

UN. relief officials said Tues- 
day np to 400,000 people in for- 
mer Yugoslavia could (fie from 
cold and hunger this winter with- 
out more aid and a new airlift to 
Bosnia, 

The number of dead would 
dwarf the total of 10,000 people 
killed in Bosnia since fighting 
started last April over the vote by, 
Gnats and Mnsfimsin tire repub- 
lic to declare tbear independence 


from Serb-dominated Yugosla- 
via. 

But peace mediators saw a 
gtimmer of hope for peace talks 
to become serious over the next 
few weeks because of new wil- 
lingness from warring factions in 
former Yugoslavia to discuss a 
range of issues. 

‘‘We arc on the verge of disas- 
ter,” said Sytvana Foa, spokes- 
woman for the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees. But she 
said if governments reverse policy 
and make posable an im med iate, 
massive, effort, “we could work 
wonders” and save possibly 
everyone at risk. 


Teosson in Croatia 


Meanwhile about 1,000 Croa- 
tian refugees risked a violent 
showdown with armed Serb 
forces Wednesday when they de- 
fied UN. advice and tried to 
return to their homes in 'Serb- 
occupied territory. 

Tension built up in eastern 
Croatia as_ United Nations Pro- 
tection Force officials reported 


that the marchers were trying to 
cross a demarcation line at Tenj- 
ski Antunovac, about 10 
kil om etres to tire west. 

The officials, speaking at their 
sector headquarters in this town 
on die Groatia-Serbia border, 
said members of tire Serb Territo- 
rial Defence with AK-47 assault 
rifles and other weapons were 
ready to confront tire Croats. 


Clinton camp caught off- guard by Bush debate plan 


WASHINGTON (R) — Preri- 
■dent George Bom turned the 
tables on bas Democratic challen- 
ger Bill Clinton with a challenge 
to debate for four Sunday nights 
before foe Nov. 3 election. 

Mr. Bosh lagging in foe polls 
by up to 12 percentage points, 
proposed Tuesday foe debates 
should begin on Oct. 11, two of 
them under rates he bas urged 
and two using the format recom- 
mended by a pane, of prominent 
Democrats and Republicans. 

“If (Arkansas) Governor Clin- 
ton is serkms about debuting, he 
will accept tins challenge and be 
will instruct his campaign officials 
to meet promptly with my cam- 
paign officials to work out the 
derails,” he said. “Let's get it 
on.” 

Mr. Bush said independent 
candidate Ross Perot should be 
included in tire debates if he 
formally enters foe race this week 
as. the Texas bflfiooair has hinted 
be may do. 


Mr . Clinton was caught off 
guard by the chaflenge. He bas 
been accusing Mr. Bush of avoid- 
ing a face-off for fear of being 
pinned down on the faltering 
economy. 


He c o u n t er ed Mr. Bush’s new 
move by a gain raging tire pres- 
cient to accept debates already 
s c h ed u led by the b i pa rti san panel 
for Oct, 4 and 15. 


rhetoric," Mr. Kantor said in a 
television interview. 

Mr. Gmton bas said he prefers 
the format of a single moderator 
as proposed by foe bipartisan 
commission on presidential de- 
bates which said the single mod- 
erator format would allow more 
interplay between the rivals. 


road, four, eight years from now 
— to a comrmsskm that really is a 
self-appointed group.” 
“PreskfentBush today issued a 
challenge to Bill CEnton and we. 
got a waffle in response," Mr. 
Teeter said in a statement 


‘My reaction to that is, if we 
are going to start we ought to 
start this Sunday (Oct 4)," the 
Arkansas governor said on the 
campaign trail in Ohio. He added 
the panel’s timetable had been, 
carefully picked to avoid conflicts" 
with the wiorld Series, the nation- 
al baseball ebamshionship. 

Mr. Clinton's cam paig n Chair- 
man Mickey Kantor accused Mb' 
Bush late Tuesday night of being 
a cynical show-off and said he did 
not consider foe new proposal 
serious. 

“Frankly, it’s sort of empty 


Mr. Bush Tuesday proposed 
that two of the debates should be 
run by a single moderator. The 
other two should be run by three 
■journalists, a formula be has sug- 
gested from tire start. 

Underscoring a continuing 
stand-off, Mr. Bush's campaign 
Chair man Robert Teeter said in 
TV interview fop Republicans re- 
mained unwfllxng to let tire com- 
mission be the final arbiter. 


Mr. Bush's Deputy Campaign 
Manager Mary Matefin referred 
to the Clinton supporters in 
dudkea costumes who have been 
doggin g Mrr Bush's campaign 
appearances with stub signs as 
“read my beak: don't be chicken. 
Debate.” 

She said foe president's prop- 


osal was “tire raily way to get 
those chickens to foe table.” 


Mr. Bush, meanwhile, spoke in 
mock awe of Mr. Omton’s sop- 
posed debating skOfr. 


“We simply don't think its re-' 
sponsible for either of tire major- 1 
party cancfidates to turn over the. 
authority to negotiate debates, 
now — and institutionalise de- 
bates for candidates down tire 


“I don't pretend to be foe 
world’s greatest, debater. I dfcta’t 

go to Oxford,” he said in Nashvil- 
le, Tennessee, referring to his 
rival’s graduate studied in Eng- 
land. 


Mediterranean principality that 

the js about to marry a former 
famil y bodyguard whose child she j [ 
is expecting. “Contrary to tbe[ 
rumours of the last few days, the : , 
princess bas not, np until today, 
made any plans for a wedding," ^ 
lawyer Thierry Lacoste said in a 
brief statement. Photographer} . 
■g a th er ed in Monaco hoping for a 
shot of 27-year-old Stephanie 
with her lover, Daniel Dncraet. 
Enquiries about the rumoured 
wedding met with polite silence 
from the ruling Grimaldi family’s 
officials. “I have no confirmation . 
of any such . tiring,” said palace. - 
spokesman Philippe BIanquh J - 
Monaco's archbishop, Joseph 
Sardou, who usually conducts all ■. 
important religious ceremomes in 
the principality, said he was not : 
aware of any marriage plans. . 
Stephanie, whose stormy love-life 
has often made magazine bead- . - 
fines, announced earlier this year . - 
that she was ex p ec tin g Mr. Duo- - 
ruet’s baby in November. She - 
said she met Mr. Dncraet, who ^ 
now runs a fish-importing bnsi- ' 
ness in the nearby French town of - • 
Menton, when be was a body- r 
guard for the family four: years - 
ago. In a joint interview later,. the — 
Couple said they would many but - 
(fid not intend to “rush tilings”. 


Meteor-producing 
comet reappears. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Court/ 
Swift-Tattle, which produces 
Earth’s spectacular Perseid 
meteor shower every August, has 
been spotted for foe first time 
since 1862, astronomers 
announced. The comet's reap- 
pearance came more than a de- 
cade later than expected by many 
astronomers, inlnding Brian 
Marsden, director of the Geqtrtl 
Bureau for A s trono mi cal Tele- 
grams. But in a 1973 study. Mars- 
den afro predicted the comet 
might show up late this year if it 
foiled to appear between 1979 
and 1983. Until now, the longest 
time span after which a comet 
reappeared as predicted was 76 
years for Halley's Comet, Mr. 
Marsden said by phone from his 
Cambridge, Mass., agency. The 
bureau receives and reports new" 
discoveries for the International 
Astronomical Union. Even when 
it sweeps within 110 mflfion miles . 
of Earth in November, the comet . 
wifi be faint — visible only to - 
those who know where to look 
with telescopes, binoculars and 
possibly the naked eye, M*’-. 
Marsden said. Named for two- 
a stronomers who saw it in 18&,: 
comet Swift-Tintle was observed; 
anew early Sunday by Tsunihiko- 
Kindri, and amateur astronomer' 
in Usuda, Japan. He saw the-, 
comet as a fuzzy blob tbrougi . 
25-power-by- 150-mi limetre 
binoculars. 
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Nureyev - 
choreographs 19th 
century classic , 


PARIS (AP)” — Rudolf Nureyev, 
reportedly in poor health, retnra 
-to the Paris Opera stage next 
mouth with a new choreograph) 
of “La Bayadere,” foe 19th cen- 
tury classic which he danced If 
perfection in tire 1960s. The 5? 
year-old dancer, who has. lost a 
considerable amount of weight in 


recent months, bait at ten ded re 
bearsals at the Paris Opera when 
the work launches the fall ball® 
season on Oct. 8. An open 
spokeswoman confirmed tbs' 
Nureyev was “very, very tired,' 
but she declined to elaborate 
The artistic director of the Para 
Opera from 1983-89, Nureyev rd 
turned as chief 4&oreograpber 
ter completing a road tour in.tht 
United States of the musical Tbs 
King And L Only one act of “La 
Bayadere,” fire 19th century das- 
tty Marius Petipa, Is known'td 
French audiences. But it has i 
Special place in the' Rnarian -boff 
dancer's heart. It was jus 
performance in Paris after defect 
ing to foe West in 1961. Nureyev 
choreographed three act* of 
■the work for the Paris Opefli 
gafiet Company. The sets aid 
costumes are by Bain FrigcnS 
and Franca Squarriapino. 


New copiers foil 
counterfeiters 


TOKYO (AF)- Colour, 
°°prere have become so good tew 
cototterfeitera are mong rtiept to 
maJte copies of money, stock 
certificates and 'passports. T%# 
may change with a new technokf 
announced Tuesday byC&nofl 
foe., the world's largest maker or 
“B’COtour. copiers. Canon 


nanerabeis foe key 
tons of currency from iWff* 
nations.' ^ 












